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PREFACE. 

It is with great difRdence that the author presents the 
following work to an enlightened public ; still he is en- 
couraged by the fact, that a previous volume on voyages, 
has met with indulgence and favour at their hands. He 
therefore deems it but justice to a generous public to state, 
that he has had the experience, both in the command and 
directive agency of upwards of seventy voyages, to those 
portions of our globe which are treated of in the course of 
this work. He would also state, that these voyages have 
not only been the means of bringing large amounts of 
wealth into our country and her national treasury, but have 
also opened and paved the way to many enterprising citi- 
zens to engage and succeed in the same lucrative trade. 

The author has, to the best of his judgment, made selec- 
tions of the most interesting and improving narratives of 
the voyages in which he has been concerned ; and he flat- 
ters himself that the matter in these pages will not only be 
found entertaining, but that much information may be ga- 
thered relative to commercid trade, the whale and seal fish- 
ery, navigation, &c-, and also the different seas, climates, 
habits and customs of the natives, lands and isles of the 
ocean. 



VI PREFACE. 

The author having no pretensions to a literary education, 
and having enjoyed only the benefit of a village school, 
cannot but entertain the hope that the liberal and enlight- 
ened critic will suffer him and his work to pass unscathed, 
and that an indulgent public will make due allowance for 
inaccuracies of expression, while they can rely with the 
utmost confidence on the correctness of the facts stated. 
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PARTI/ 

K^ARRATIVB OF THE VOYAGE OF THE SBtlP HOPB, 
FROM NEW- YORK, TO TBE FEEJEE ISLANDS, IN THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN, AND TO CHINA, UNDEB THE 
COMMAND OP CAPTAIN REUBEN BRUMLEY, WITH 
THE DIRECTIVE AQENCT* OP THE AUTHOR. IN THE 

. YEARS 1809— 160a 

\ • • ^ 

• • / 

CHAPTEEI. 

Leave New-York— ^Departure from Sandy Hook — A gale— - 
Tremendous foaming sea-^A mountainoua ilea breaks oa 

. board ship-*Loss of stem boat — Cape de Yerde lalandfh^ 
Govemoi^s oonduct— Depart from St Jago. 

Aug. 3lstj 180R. — ^Having received the pilot 
on board, and hoisted our anchor, and being 
all in high spirits, our trig little ship stood 
down the bay. We passed the Narrows, gaim 
ed an offing without Sandy Hook, and dis- 
charged the Pilot. At the same time, our good 
friends, with their warmly-expressed wishes 
for an agreeable and fortunate voyage, took 
their leave. Our little bark filled away under 
a cloud of canvass, and we took our departure 
from Sandy Hook Light. 

* See Fanning^s Voyages, p* 8S8 

2 



14 VOYAGE OP THE HOPE 

Sept 3rf.— In latitude 40° 18' N. we were 
met by a heavy gale from the eastern board, 
which obliged me. for safety to cause the ship 
to be hove-to under her storm sails. The gale 
was accompanied with a mountainous sea, 
breaking and showing its dashing, white-crown- 
ed foam. At 8, A. M , one of those turbulent 
neighbours, of a mountain size, dashed its white- 
capped foam on board, and gave our good ship 
a complete drenching and a giant thump, tak- 
ing away with it our stern boat from its davids, 
much to our regret* We received no other 
damage of consequence. At 10, A. M., the 
violenqe of the gale abated, and it gradually 
moderated by 2, P. M., to only a strong breeze, 
veering round to the S.S.W. We now met 
with the usual weather, at the intervals of pass- 
ing time — clear and cloudy, rain and sunshine, 
fresh gales and calms, which accompanied us 
until the 14th of October, when, at XI, A. M., 
we had sight of the Isle Sal, one of the Cape 
deVerdes, bearing W.S.W., distant 13 leagues. 
Our variation at this time, was 5** west. 
At meridian, the Isle Sal bore from us, W. by 
N., distant 11 leagues; our latitude, by sun's 
altitude, at same time, was 16^ 48' north. 
Soon after we had sight of Bonavista Island ; 
and, on continuing our course to the southward, 
the Isle of Mayo soon appeared in view. At 
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iBun rising, on Thursday, 16th, we had a view 
of the Island of St. Jago, the largest of this 
group, bearing N.W. by W., 4 leagues distant 
At half-past 7, A. M., the ship being then near 
and abreast the mouth of Port Praya harbour, 
I despatched Messrs. Brown and S. Coles, in a 
whale-boat, to procure, on shore, some small 
stock, with refreshments of vegetables and 
ihiit. On our officers landing, agreeably ttt 
their instructions^ they immediately wa^d oil 
His Excellency the Goyerobr, to obtain permis^ 
sion to accomplish their errand. His Excel- 
lency, on first words, demanded fire Spanish 
dollars, as his landing fee, for the officers ste(H 
ing on shore on his island. This demand be* 
ing satisfied/ the Governor then said, he could 
not grant any permission ta procure sn^pliecf/ 
until he had peinsed and inspected the ship^ii 
sea letter ; which obliged Mr. Brown, maugre 
all his solicitations and persuasive ai^hm^nts, 
to despatch his brother officer, Mr. S.^ Goles; t6 
the ship for said letter. Captain Brumley^ not 
expecting his boat so so(m to return j was now 
making a lengthy board off with his dhip; td 
enable her, during his boat's absencejto hold^ 
her ground to windward, against tiie strong le0 
current, while he gave his officer* time to com^ 
plete their purchases, &c., on shore. This gave 
Mr. Coles a long pull before the ship discover* 
ed his signal On coming alon^ide i\2^ ^V^ccf^. 
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Captain B. being informed of the demand of 
His Excellency, instantly gave orders to tack 
ship in shore. When again near and abreast 
of the harbour's month, he despatched the boat, 
with Messrs. Napier and Coles, with the 
ship's sea letter, to Mr. Brown. At meridian, 
the Fort at the harbour of Port Praya, bore N* 
N«W^ distant 3 leagues, when our latitude 
WM, by good altitudes, 14'' 54' N. At 3, 
P. M., the ship being close in abreast the mouth 
ef the bay, a signal was hove out for the boat 
to retiim on board. At 5, P. M., she came along 
fide, and, as soon as she was hoisted in, all 
sail was made, with a fine, brisk trade-breeze, 
causing our good little ship to divide the sur^ 
face of Neptune's element, in her quick rate of 
departure, from this imfeeling and disobliging 
(Jovemor, as well as to £Etst widen the distance 
between her and the shore of his island. 

Mr. Brown now reported to me that this 
Inmane and friendly magistrate to suffering sea-* 
men in serious want, would not permit him to 

> purchase any small stock of pigs, fowls, &c., 
but only the very limited number of cocoa-nuts 
itnd oranges which the boat brought off. Even 
these were by much solicitation and persuasion 
permitted to be purchased, at a high rate, of 
particular persons pointed out to make the sale 
by his Excellency. At the same time, the 

market was well stocked, and persons from the 



TO THE FEEJEE ISLANDS. 17 

country were humbly begging to be permitted * 
to sell their articles, at a much lower rate. 

At 6, P. M., Port Praya bore N.N.E., dis- 
tant 5 leagues, when we took our departure,- 
steering to the southeastward, to cross the equa- 
tor for the Indian ocean. 



C HA p T E R ri. 

Violent squalls — A water-spout— rJts terrific tbreateniugii 
and passiog roar — Shoals of whales — Cross the equinoc- 
tial line— Cape Aguillas' Bank-— Gannets, and other birds 
— A while squall— Many whales seen. 

As we progressed south, we experienced 
much unpleasant feather, accompanied with 
heat, thunder and lightning, and heavy squalls 
of wind and rain, near to, and north of the 
Equinoctial Line. In about the latitude of & 
north, during a violent squaU of wind and heayy 
rain, we were obliged, for safety, to clew down 
the top-sails, and put the ship before the win4 
In the midst of our anxiety for the -safety of ouf 
masts, to our sudden surprise, a terriffic. se^r 
serpent-like-shaped water-spqut appea^ecl ^W 
view, coming at a rapid rate, aa if .4if9(^* 
chase of us. Our ship was.yaweditllog^ 
to endeavour to gQt.oi^t; of its ifray/agA 

2* 
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tlireiiteiied destruction ; and, although she was 
now going* through the water at a very swift 
rate^ still, in its passing, rushing roar, it seemed, 
to our dread^ to be only about a cable's length 
dear of our ship, giving us only a soaking 
drench as it passed on • Surely these mighty, 
whirl- wind water-pyramids, connecting, in one 
giant link, as it were» the heavens with the sea, 
nrast be an awful evidence to man of the won- 
derful power of that almighty and good Being, 
who made, directs, and governs alL In about 
the latitude of 5** north, we saw numbers of 
shoals of whales, gambolling and thrashing 
about in their element, most probably after the 
small fry. At this situation, we had 11* 
west variation, which decreased as we advanc- 
ed and crossed the line, in longitude SO"" 33" 
IS*" west, into south latitude. In latitude 
IT 18' south, we had lO* west variation. On 
Monday, 24th December, being in latitude 36^ 
87' south, the sea- water became coloured, 
when we judged ourselves on the edge of the 
bank off Cape Aguillas. We saw seals play- 
ing arotind in the water, and many oceanic birds 
cutting the air on their wing, in all directions**-^ 
such as gannets, albatrosses, cape pigeons, and 
toother carys. Our variation at this time was, 
per amplitude, Be^lC west. On the 27th, 
M 1, A: Al, during a pleasant breeze and 
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weather, our ship was suddenly struck by a 
white squall, which blew with great violence ; 
and it was with much difficulty, so sudden was 
its approach, that we saved our sails. This 
severe squall was the more remarkable, as the 
moon was then shining, being near her full. 
The heavens were thinly overcast, with small 
white clouds, forming, what is called by seame^ 
a mackerel sky. Therei was, in fact, at the tidi|^ 
more the appearance of a calm, than of squalls* 
It, however, blew violently for about two hourSi 
when it suddenly shifted from W. N. W. to the 
S. W., and moderated to only a fresh breeze. 
Monday, January dth, 1807. — Our latitude 
was 36'' 24' south ; longitude, by lunar ob-» 
servation, 62* 16' 30" east Hereabouts 
we saw many whales playing around in their 
element, - to all appearance much delighted ; 
these monsters of the deep having been our 
neighbours so frequently of late, I should think 
it good whalii^-ground here. The oceanie 
birds, of various kinds, continued daily to ao* 
company us ; and, for four or five days past^ 
our ship has been making only moderate waj^ 
Our variation now was, 24° 10' west Since 
our arriving to above the latitude of 30** souths 
we had variable winds from all points of the 
coitipass,^ and, as the sailors remark, all sorts 
of weather. 
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CHAPTER III, - 

Islands of Amsterdam, and St Paurs^— Whales and seaLsh— 
SesL scurvy — New Holland-^ White beach — Columns ot 
smoke — Remarkable rock — Cape Chatham. 

4 • 

Thursday, Jaivaary 29<A, 1807.— We had 
siglA of Amsterdam Island. At meridian it 
bore E. by N., distant 14 leagues. Previous 
to our departure, I made the centre of Amster- 
dam to be, by good meridian altitudes and lunar 
sights, in latitude 38** 37' south ; longitude^ 
77*" 17' east, from London. As we passed 
these two Islands of Amsterdam and St. Paul's, 
many whales and seals were seen, as also nu- 
merous birds of various kinds. 
: February Uh — ^At noon, our latitude was 
37^ 44' south ; longitude^ 90** 63' 20" east, 
and the variation 13*" 30' west. We had now 
the third man on the sick list, with the sea 
scurvy ; and although. I restricted them to a 
diet of only raw potatoes: and onions> in vin- 
egar, with boiled rice and molasses, yet^ if 
there was any change, the patients rather grew 
diaily worse. 

Monday y the I6th. — At noon, our, observa- 
tions placed the ship in latitude SS"" 44' south; 
longitude, 114"" 01' 20'' east ; variation^ at 
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same time, was T 45' westerly. We had 
now a brisk breeze from S. by E., with hazy 
weather. At 6, P. M., that welcome sound to 
the way-worn mariner, after a long passage, of 
" Land, ho ! " by the look-out aloft, was heard. 
It proved to be the coast of New-Holland, bear* 
ing, by compass, E. by S. about 5 leagues dis- 
tant, and had the appearance of islands, which 
were soon perceivable from the deck. Wt now 
steered along its coast ; and, at 11, A. M., we 
were abreast of a very remarkable white, sandy 
beach, which bore E.S.E., distant 6 leagues ; 
at which time the southernmost land in sight, 
bore SE. i^ E., distant 8 leagues. Large 
columns of smoke were now seen from several 
parts of the land, which was of a moderate 
elevation, and apparently well wooded; the 
ascending smokes we supposed were made by 
the natives, on the appearance of our ship, and 
gave an evidence that this part of New Hoi* 
land was thickly inhabited. With a favourable 
breeze, we continued sailing to the eastward, 
along the coast, and, at daylight, c^i the 17th» 
we had again a sight of the land— a point bear- 
ing N.E. t E., distant 9 leagues. Soon after, 
the look-out, at the mast head, sung out, " Sail, 
ho ! " Not thinking to meet here with any 
thing like a ship, we were much surprised. A» 
we advanced, however, and the sun got up, it 
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proved to be a rock. The weather, when it 
was first seen, was very hazy ; but it now 
lighted up, and gave a better and more exten- 
sive view. At 6, A. M., Cape Chatham (so 
named by Vancouver) was seen, bearing E. i 
N., distant 7 leagues. Our ship was now at no 
great distance from what was first, by the look- 
out, taken for a sail, but which now showed' 
itself plainly to be a large rock, about a mile in 
circumference. Its E.N.E. side is nearly 
perpendicular ; its W.N. W. side sloping down 
to the water. In the direction of E. by N. from 
it, lies a small rock, over which the sea breaks 
continually. Its distance from the lai^e rock, 
or islet, is about half a mile. This rock bears 
from Cape Chatham, N. 79** W., distant thirteen 
or fourteen miles. This remarkable islet, not 
being mentioned in Vancouver, or Tumbxiirs 
Voyages, or on any chart in my possession, I 
concluded it to be a new discovery, and called 
it after our first sight and surprise on its ap- 
pearance. Sail Rock, and placed it in latitude 
34*^ 69' south, and longitude, 11 6** 20' east, 
and about nine miles off shore from the nearest 
land of the coast. At 8, A. M., Cape Chatham 
bore east, 4 leagues distant, and appeared 
plainly to be detached from the main land by 
means of a passage, apparently navigable 
for vessels of a considerable burthen. This, 
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it seems, Captain Vancouver did not ascertain, 
although his opinion was, as we have found it^ 
and as I have here noted ; and we therefore 
called ity Hope Passage. Large fires continued 
to be made on shote upon the upland, as we 
advanced along the coast, as also for several 
miles far in the interior ; the blaze and smoke 
6f these fires ascended very high. At meridian, 
Cape Chatham bore N.W. by W. i W., distant 
6 leagues, when the ship's latitude was 36** 08' 
south. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Cape Howe— King G^rge III. Sound — Bald Head — New- 
ly invented still for obtaining fresh water from that of tUe 
ocean — ^Van Diemen's Land — The Mew Stone — The 
Feathered Tribe — Amphibious Bird — Anchor at Botany 
Bay— Sydney Gove — Governor's humane and honourable 
conduct— Contrast between his and that of St. Jago's-^ 
Doctor O'Connor — His humane feelings and kind atten- 
tion to the sick — Landing the sick-^Sea scurvy — Its sin- 
gularity. 

Wednesday, February 18th. — ^At daylight, 
Cape Howe was seen bearing N.N.E. | E. 
distant 8 leagues, with the detached Island off 
the Cape, which bore E. by N. i N. distant 6 
leagues. The weather now soon became dark 
and thick, attended with a heavy gale of wind 



S4 YOVAOE OF THE HOPE 

from the S.W. blowing ix^ tremendous hard 
squalls, which made our horizontal viaw soon 
very limited, and caused us to take in and furl 
the topsails. It also shortly became prudent 
to haul off to the southward, and to reduce the 
canvass on the ship to her fore course, and 
storm staysails only ; since, by the increasing 
violence of the gale, even with these limited 
sails, there was a heavy pressure which caused 
her by the sea rolling on to labour hard as she 
plunged through it. I, however, thought it 
necessary to carry this press on her to keep 
her from driving to the leeward of our intended 
port, King George the III. Sound, thinking we 
yet might have a chance to bring our ship at 
anchor in this port, if we could, during the 
gale, enable her to hold her ground, and it 
should soon moderate. At 8, A. M., we had 
sight of Bald Head, one of the chops of the 
above Sound, which was at this time the east- 
ernmost land in sight, bearing N by E. The 
distance, owing to the state of the weather, 
uncertain. At 9, A. M , the gale still increasing, 
I judged it best, our stock of water being now 
reduced to but five casks, to bear up and put 
the ship before the gale, preferring to endea- 
vour to reach with all despatch, and to touch 
in at Port Jackson for the relief of our sick, 
and the necessary supplies of refreshments. 
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We therefore put the ship before the gale, and 
on squaring away, directed our course for Van 
Diemen's Land, and m thus deciding, prudence 
requiring it, each man, officers and all qn board, 
were put on an allowance of two quarts of 
water each, per diem* 

Wednesday i 25th. — The carpenter, an ingeni- 
ous mechanic, with the aid of a musket barrel^ 
on trial, succeeded in an invention, *^ and rigged 
up a still at the galley^ or cooking coppers, 
which produced to us, from the sea water, fif* 
teen gallons of fresh wjater per 24 hours. i ^^ 
It would have been a great and very thank* 
ful relief to my mind, had we have been per^ 
mitted to. have come at anchor with our ship 
in the Sound, as I was especially anxious for 
the relief of our scorbutic patients. Our head 
cook was this day taken, or reported on the list^ 
with this discouraging and spirit-killing dis^ 
ease, which not only added another to our in- 
valid list^ taken off duty, but one with whom it 
was very inconvenient to dispense* However, 
our good little ship was now ploughing her way 
over the surface of Neptune's element, and 
rapidly advancing on her course before the 
strong and fair gale. 

Thursday^ the 5ih of March. — At 6, A. M , 
we were cheered by the look-out aloft with that 
ever-welcome sound of '* Land, ho !" and very 
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soon thereafter we had sight, from the deck, of 
the S.W. Cape of Van Diemen*s Land, bear* 
ing per compass N.E., distant 11 leagues. At 
lly A. M.,we had sight of the Islet, Mew Stone, 
bearing north, distant 6 leagues. At 6, P M., 
Swilley Island was also in sight, bearing N. E., 
and at the same time the Eddy Stone had come 
within our view, bearing N.E: by E., about 6 
leagues distant We were now accompanied 
by great numbers of the feathered tribe, of ya- 
rious kiiids^ flapping their pinions and sailing 
on the spread wing in erery direction. That 
amphibious bird, the penguin, was also diving 
around us in Neptune's waving field of water, 
in shoals, or companies of hundreds. As our 
ship drew in nearer to terra *firma, we were 
also visited by land birds of various kinds, one 
of which resembled the pigeon hawk, and was 
of a dark brown colour. 

At 6, A. M., Tasman's Head, the southernr 
most extremity of Wm. Pitt's Island, bore W. 
N.W., distant 8 leagues, when the northern- 
most land in sight bore N.N.W., 12 leagues 
distant We now had clear, pleasant weather, 
with a moderate breeze from the south. 

March 8th, — ^I was extremely anxious to get 
the ship into port, as our sick list with the 
scurvy had now increased to nine, who were 
unable to keep the deck, and the number was 
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almost daily increasing. The refreshing fra<» 
grance from the land, as it came off to the ship 
with the flaws^ had evidently an effect on eren 
the worst of them. 

I therefore in person kept a sharp attend-^ 
ance on the working and sailing the ship along 
the coast; and after passing many capes, headr 
lands and islands, on the 16th of March wa 
were gratified with the sight of Point Solandeii 
bearing N.W., distant 10 miles^ and likewisq 
that of Cape Banks, bearing N. W. i N., di»* 
tant 4 leagues. On reaching abreast of tha 
harbour of Botany Bay, we gave the signal fo)( 
a pilot, by the discharge of a gun. At this 
time also sounded, and had bottom or ground 
at 63 fathoms, muddy with black sand, anc^ 
specks. ,; 

On the 17|;h, at 1, P. M., a small sail boat 
hove in sight, standing out from Botany Bay, 
and steering for the Hppe, which soon came 
alongside, and accommodated us vdth apilot, 
who, on coming on deck, requested that his boat 
should be hoisted in, which request was com* 
plied with. The weather began now to put 
forth a very threatening appearance, the wind 
increasing to a strong gale, with a heavy sea. 
The pilot directed the ship to be tacked and to 
stand off shore, which was promptly done ; and 
I must admit that his judgaieQt proved correct j 
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for our ship was soon forced to come under 
close reefed topsails. 

At 2, A. M., wore ship, and stood in again for 
the land. At 6, A. M., it having moderated, 
made all sail, steering in for the Bay ; and at 
8, A. M., we most gladly came to anchor in Syd- 
ney Cove, PoTt Jackson, in 7 fathoms water. 
In a short time thereafter, two oflScers came on 
board as a guard, and were soon followed by 
Dr. Harris, the Naval Officer of that port, who 
Slivered to me the established port regula- 
tions, orders, &c., for our guide during our stay 
here. 

In the time we spent in working our ship 
from the southemmost'cape or land down along 
the coast to this port, we expenenced much 
heavy thunder and sharp, vivid lightning, with 
occasional heavy showers of rain, attended with 
grnsts, or short gales. Much the same weather 
continued while we remained here in port, ex- 
cepting now and then some short spells of clear 
weather, during which we had delightful plea- 
sant days. 

March 18/A. — ^I had the honour of paying a 
visit and presenting my respects to His Excel- 
lency the Governor, whom I found to be truly 
a gentleman of honourable and humane feel- 
ings, and corroborating them by ready and no- 
ble acts, speaking volumes in meritorious credit 
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to His Britatinic Majesty, and to the charactelr 
of that liberal nation under whom he holds his 
official station. He was entirely the opposite 
to the Governor of St. Jago, (Cape de Verdes,) 
for on my solicitation, he granted, with the 
most prompt readiness, liberty to land our sick 
on Garden Island, which was situated about a 
mile distant from our ship. He also gave p^^ 
mission to obtain every aid for their comforti 
and enabled me immediately to engage Doctor 
O'Conner, a physician of first note and talent 
in his profession, to attend them while on tii^ 
Island. 

This disorder, the sea scurvy, is a very 
strange disease, as very soon after the patient 
is taken with it, he loses all spirits, and every 
disposition to action. Even any inclination to 
move at all has entirely vanished ; and when 
the limbs become much, or rather, as in some 
instances, enormously swelled, on pressing 
your thumb on the fleshy part, it will cause 4 
deep indentation, as if done on a mass of putty^ 
— which indentation vnll remain the same for 
hours, while the act causes no pain to the par 
tient It is singular how soon the earth, on 
placing the patient upon it, with a diet of fruity 
vegetables, salads, &c., for his constant food, 
with the lightest and not luscious fresh meat 
soups, revives him, and fast recruits again his 
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health. When advanced in the disease and 
weak from it, the very smell or scent of the 
land, or disembarking from the ship, very much 
affects them, even to frequent faintings. 

Our sick, on landing, were, much to my con- 
solation, now placed (m a lovely green and 
comfortable situation, with the promise of their 
speedy recovery ; were all daily attended and 
supplied with a full allowance of fresh meat 
soups, fresh fish, vegetables, fruit, &c., and daily 
visited, with the most solicitous and humane 
feelings, by Dr. O-Conner, myself always ac- 
companying him, to be certain that every arti- 
cle was furnished to secure their comfort and 
prompt recovery. 

While here, we were very kindly and cour- 
teously treated by His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, and His Majesty's officers ; and by their 
ready and obliging aid we completed our sup- 
plies of refreshments, wood and water. Our 
invalids having recovered, most of them to their 
duty, and all pronounced by the Doctor out of 
danger, they returned on board, free from any 
fear of their complaint returning soon again in 
going to sea. Our ship was therefore of 
<kiurse now prepared and got ready for sailing. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Depirture from Sydney — A strange ship — Macauley's and 
Curtis* Islands — Sunday Island — Numerous Birds and 
Fish€»9 — Island of Tongataboo— Van Diemen's Road — 
Bad Anchorage — Directions in saiKng anxmg the Islands 
—Coral reefs — A strange ship appears — Strict inquiry of 
the natives for white persons among them. 

Friday, April Sd, 1807. — Having paid my 
parting respects to His Excellency, with thanks 
for his kindness, and taken an adieu of ^ His 
Majesty's officers and the gentlemen merchants, 
with whom an acquaintance had been made 
while here, we received our pilot on board, and 
orders were issued to weigh anchor, and pro- 
ceed to sea. As soon as we bad gained with- 
out the South Head, a strange ship was 
descried in the offing, and the pilot soon after 
took his leave of us, and proceeded to board 
the stranger, which was steering in for the 
port. At meridian, the South Head of Port 
Jackson bore W. by N., distant 9 leagues, from 
which we took our departure from the conti- 
nent of New Holland, to proceed on our pas^ 
sage for Tongataboo, one of the Friendly Isl- 
ands. 

After a passage of ordinary winds and wea- 
ther, without any remarkable incident occur- 
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ring, on Sunday, the 19th, we had sight of 
Macauley's and Curtis' Islands. At noon, 
Macauley's Island bore N.E. i E., distant 4 
leagues; and our latitude at this time, by a 
good observation, was 30'' 24' S. ; variation, 
13^*5' E. On the 20th, we had sight of 
Sunday Island. At meridian, its northernmost 
end bore N. by E. i E , distant 6 leagues, our 
latitude then being 29** 24' S. Ottr ship 
was now suironnded by vast numbers of the 
feathered tribe ; and, at the same time, were 
gambolling in their element around us numer* 
COS fishes of various sorts. We were not so 
fortunate, however, as to induce any one of 
them to take the bait on the hook. The largest^ 
or giant kind, (whales,) we declined offering 
the baited hook to, believing it perfectly use- 
less, and being somewhat acquainted with their 
mighty strength and quick motion ; for should 
we offer and they incline to take the hook, we 
should, to a certainty, only have the '' success 
of loss," (as Paddy would say,) to lose our 
hook, if not our line with it. Several rocks 
were now within our view, extending off from 
Uie south end of Sunday Island, and detached 
from it. 

On the 26th, a rery clear day, we had sight 
of Pylstart's Island, bearing W., distant 14 
leag^ues ; and on Monday, the 27th, at 6 P. M., 
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we got sight of Eooa^ or Middleburgh Isl- 
and, bearing per compass N. by E. i E., dis- 
tant 10 leagues. At 10, A. M., the long-wished- 
for Island of Tongataboo, or New Amsterdam, 
was in sight, bearing N.N.W., distant 8 leagues. 
It is very lo\;v land, and has, on first view, in 
clear weather, somewhat the appearance of a 
reef of rocks of a moderate height. We now 
bore away for this Island, and prepared all in 
order for the best defence by loading our car- 
riage guns, &c. &c. As we sailed along its 
coast to the westward, when arrived opposite 
the Bay, and while working the ship into Van 
Die men's Road, several canoes, containing 
numbers of the natives with the products of 
their Island for a barter trade, came off around 
our ship. Their variety for trade consisted of 
cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, &c., for 
which we traded and bartered our riches, (so 
considered by them,) viz. pieces of old iroii 
hoop, knives, needles, small looking glasses, 
beads, buttons, nails, &c. Having worked in 
on the bank near to the shore, we now, as ex- 
pected, brought our ship at anchor, by letting 
drop the best bower anchor in 30 fathoms over 
a bed of coral and sand, very close in shore. 
Although we quickly and briskly paid out 90 
fathoms of cable, the bank was so very steep, 
that she did not bring up, but soon dragged off 
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of it, and shortly clear out, off soundingsi 
when we in dull cheer hove up our anchor to 
its place on the bow again, and made sail under 
sad disappointment to regain the anchorage. 
However, on regaining our former position on 
the bank in the bay, I thought it best to keep 
the ship under way, on short tacks, as we were 
now surrounded by an additional number of 
canoes of all sizes, containing large swarms of 
natives, and carrying on a brisk trade for re- 
freshments in hogs, vegetables, fruits, &c., 
which the Island seemed very bountifully to 
produce. 

Directions, — After obtaining sight of Eooa, 
run down on the south side, when you will 
soon come in sight of Cattaw Island, and then 
Tongataboo ; keeping as you advance all on 
the starboard hand, you may double round 
these islands, I believe close to the shore, as 
we saw no danger. I recommend, however, 
and it is highly important, that a trusty officer^ 
while navigating here, be continually at the 
mast-head, on a good look-out for those coral 
reefs, (which seem, as it were, in these seas, 
to grow up in a night,) and rocks, but which 
with this caution can be seen at a reasonable 
distance and avoided, even if under the surface 
of the water, and no break over them. Van 
Diemen's Road is on the northwest part of 
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Tongataboo, and forms a small bay, or bend 
in the coast. On entering this road, I found a 
strong current setting on the west point or 
chop, which point is composed of a white sand, 
and extends off about two cables' length into 
the sea, very shoal. Be careful of borrowing 
too near in shore when in the road, as there 
will be found a swell or under tow continually 
heaving in shore. 

We obtained here at Tonga, in barter with 
the natives, good rope and cinnet, made from 
the fibres of the cocoa-nut 

Thursday, the 30/A. — At 8, A. M., a ship wa« 
descried in the eastern board, standing to the 
N.W., but shortly after she bore up for us, 
and proved to be the King George, of and 
from Port Jackson, bound also to the Feegees, 
James Akins, Commander, who very courte- 
ously offered to keep us company, and to work 
fato the Road with us, with the like view to 
procure for his ship such provisions and re- 
freshments as the Island afforded. 

This day, with earnest zeal and attention, I 
improved in the endeavour to obtain all and 
every information relative to the melancholy 
fate of Captain Isaac Pendleton and his boat's 
crew, of the Union,* and with the view of re- 

* See Fftniiiag^s Voyages, page 323. 
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lief, should there be any civilized person de- 
tained by the chiefs on Tongataboo, I made 
every inquiry also for any whit« persons, to as- 
certain if there was even a single one now re- 
maining on the Island, but could not learn from 
the chiefs or natives that there was even one 
left. A vast number of the natives in crowds 
kept parading on the beach at every time while 
and when the ship was in ^he Road trading 
with those in the canoes 

While here we experienced occasionally 
squalls of thunder and lightning, accompanied 
with exceeding thick and dark weather, with 
however some fair and pleasant intervals. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Departure from Tonga for the Feejees — Fatoa (or Turtle) 
Island — Dangers of the ship among the Feejee Archi- 
pelago — Most dangerous navigation — Caution of the Na- 
tives — Numerous groups of Islands — A Chief comes on 
board — Double canoes — King Tynahoa — Dignity of Hia 
Majesty — Description of his person — Lofty peaked moun- 
tain — Gkjrroo Chief — ^Boat excursion. 

Sunday, May 3d, 1807. — Having engaged 
as pilots and interpreters a Tonga and a Fee- 
jee man, and having them now on board, we 
bore away ; but the heart of the Tonga man 
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failing him, he became unwilling to proceed. 
I therefore directed him to. embark in a canoe 
that was near by, and return — ^which he glad- 
ly, to appearance, complied with. 

We now, in company with the King George, 
took a final departure from Van Diemen's 
Road, which I place in latitude .21** 04' 
south, and longitude 175* 18' west. It 
being dark and ^ually through the night, we 
thereby parted company with the King George, 
and saw her not afterwards during our pas- 
sage. 

May 4:ih. — At 1, P. M., the appearance of 
the weather was very unpropitious, in the 
opinion of our Feejee pilot, to run for our 
small mark, (Turtle Island,) called by the nar 
tives Fatoa. We therefore close-reefed the 
topsails, and hauled the ship upon a wind, 
with her head to the southward. It now blow- 
ing a gale, . with a tremendous sea running, 
our good ship laboured hard. 

Mdy 7th.— At 3, P. M., we got sight from 
aloft of Fatoa Island, bearing W. by S., distant 
6 leagues. It yet blowing a gale from the 
northeastward, and being cloudy weather, at- 
tended with heavy squalls of wind and rain, 
accompanied with sharp lightning and thunder, 
and with a large irregular sea, the ship was 
still under close-reefed topsails and fore course. 

4 
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Her latitude at this time was IQ"" 33' south, and 
the variation W 20' eas^. 
. May 15.— We now were blessed with settled 
pileasant weather, and also with a moderate 
trade wind from the E.N.E. At 2, P. M., we 
had sight of two islands ; the largest was called 
bj the Feejee Chief, our pilot, Honghare Le- 
vo, and bore (all our bearings are taken by 
compass) N. by W., distant 8 leagues. The 
f»mall one was called by same authority Hong- 
hare Livi, and bore from us N.N.W., distant 
7 leagues. At the same time. Turtle Island 
bore S.S.E. i E., distant 8 leagues. At 3, P; M, 
Falongaa Island was in sight, looking at this 
distance like two islands, bearing N.W. by W. 
i W., distant 5 leagues. I now hauled the 
ship up to weather Falongaa, and at half-past 
9 P. M. saw to appearance throt^h between 
Falongaa and Honghare Islands a passage. 
In that direction, also, four other islands came 
within our view: I now tacked ship to the 
eastward, to spend the night under short sail 
and tacks, keeping our ship as near as possible 
over the same ground or place during the night 
In and during the evening, saw lights on shore 
at Falongaa. At 6, A. M., Honghare bore 
N.N.W. i W. when our ship wqs at this time 6 
leagues distant from its N.W. end. At nopn^ 
its S.W. point bore N.W., distant 2 leagues ; 
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at the same time, the west point of Folongaa 
bore N.W., distant 5 leagues. A reef extends 
oflF from the N.E. point of Honghare. Our 
latitude now by observation was 19^ 21' south. 
May I6th. — ^Descried a canoe, Under sail^ 
ooming otEt from Honghare, and steering for 
us. When she had arrived near by, I directed 
the ship to be hovd^o ; but no signs or per* 
suasions, by myself or our pilot chiefs could 
induce the natives in her to come on board 
At 3, P. M., we had sight of Annamoohoft^ 
Island, bearing N.W., distant 6 leagues ; at 
same time, the north point of Honghare bore 
E. by S., distant 4 leagues. A current sets 
through the passage between Annamoohoa and 
its opposite island. At 6, P. M., tacked ship 
to eastward, to spend the night, keeping the 
ship as near the spot of her present situation 
as possible ; and a very disagreeable and most: 
anxious night it was, to my mind. The wea. 
ther being thick, and having very limited sea-^ 
room in which to manoeuvre the ship, over a« 
bottomless sea, between the islands, as may 
be judged, when morning came, and gave day-^ ■ 
light to our aid, it made us sensible of our danr 
gerous situation during the night just past, 
At 8, A M., of this numerous group, eighteen 
islands were in sight At this time, the N.E. 
end of Annamoohoa bore N.W. by N., dis- 
tant 7 leagues. At 9, A. ^., ^^^ i^jJXvxvg^ ^-^Josi^ v 
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masted canoe came alongside with a chief, ac- 
companied by nine natives. The chief very 
willingly supplied us with all the yams, &c., 
brought ofif in his canoe, in barter for beads and 
buttons. Soon after he had taken his leave of 
us, a number of canoes came ofif from the islands 
to pay us a visit, and dispose of their vegeta- 
ble^ and fruits. At noon, the centre of Hen- 
gasaw Livo bore N.E., distant 4 leagues. Thus, 
in the sailors' phrase, ends this 24 hours, calm 
as a clock. Our latitude now, at noon, was, 
by observation, 19° south, and the variation was, 
l(f 30' east 

May I8th. — This day ive were visited by 
several . large double war-canoes, as well as 
others of dififerent make and form, containing 
numerous jabbering natives, who viewed the . 
ship with wonder and > surprise, and seem- 
ingly utter astonishment, not having seen here 
such a floating island (as they called her) be- 
fore, and bringing with them a good supply for 
barter with us, of excellent yams, &c. A bar- 
ter trade was now very briskly carried on, for 
the shining riches (in their estimation) on board 
our ship. Among the natives, Labooulyi, the 
Feejee chief and pilot, that came with us from 
Tongataboo, met with his relatives, and took 
his leave of us, in one of the double canoes. 
At 10, A. M., Tynahoa, the Grand Chief and 
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King of all these islands, in a rery large, gailjr 
decked doable canoe, and truly brilliantljr 
adorned after their manner, and show of states 
with carved work, &c. &c., attended, in addh> 
tion, by his nobles in royal state and movement^ 
came alongside the ship. From the gangway 
I invited his royal person on board ; which in-^ 
yitation, His Majesty, after oausing to be passh 
ed on board his welcoming presents to me^ 
consisting of a fat shote, yams, cocoa-nuts, Sco.^ 
readily complied with ; and came promptly oxk 
the ship's deck, to all ^ppearanoe in full con^ 
fidence, without the least show of fear or hesii 
tation. He then moved about with his two 
attendant chiefs from this to that object with 
all the readiness his inquiries would admit ; 
viewed, - and closely inspected every article, 
fixture, &c., and inquired the use or purpose of 
the form and Qonstruction of the ship^ with hef 
equipments for vrar, accommodations, &c. Sc^ 
He scrutinized with minuteness, and with much 
ease and dignity in hit movements. At the 
same time, he was earnest in his inquiries con^ 
ceming the use of this and that thing or ^rti^ 
cle. His Majesty's personal s^ppearance was 
iruly noble. He was six feet three inches iij 
height, and well proportioried every way • ha4 
a pleasant; but commanding countenance, an4 
was about forty years of age. After being sa? 

4* 
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tisfied with viewing the ship, &c., and receiv- 
ing from me some small shining trinkets as my 
rettim present, hut, to him, sufficiently and sa- 
tisfactorily valuable as a present to royalty, he 
took his leave, inviting me to pay him a visit 
at his royal residence on the island. He em- 
barked, seating his* royal person under the ca- 
Btopy on the platform or deck of his magnifi- 
cent double war-canoe. The accompanying 
fleet moved from us in great state for the shore, 
and landed at Nahow, one of his principal re- 
sidences. His Majesty, however, before part- 
ing, gave to me a promise to return on board 
again in the morning, and accompany us in the 
ship down to Gorroo Island. 

May 2\st—kt 8, A. M., we had sight of a 
very lofty, spiral, or peaked mountain, on the 
Boain island, Toconroba, which bore N. by W* 
t W , distant 7 leagues. At 10, A. M., a large 
canoe came off from Gorroo, with a chief, who^ 
after tendering and receiving presents, at his 
ovm desire, remained on board. I now 
despatched Mr. Brown, the first officer, in a 
whale-boat, well armed, and manned by six 
good men, with provisions for two days, to ex- 
plore the seaboard and outer bounding coral 
reef for the passage for our ship to our intended 
port, at the King's main island of Toconroba^ 
(subsequently named Sandal Wood Bay.) Our 
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latitude, at situation of ship at this time, was 
17^ 27' south. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Kiog again visits the ship — Freedom of His Majesty — A 
Royal Present — ^Brisk Trade— Ship surrounded by War- 
Canoes, with Armed Warriors — Expected Battle — Can- 
nibal war-yells— The Leader Chief— Signal of Retreat- 
Warriors depart — Direction Island — Dangerous situation 
of the Ship— Three Mountains— The Sea Wall Reef- 
Narrow Passage— Rapid Current — Coral Reefs — Hand- 
some Young Chief — Intricate Navigation, danger of — 
Boarding-Netting — Sandal Wood Cargo — Treaty with the 
King — His Majesty's Treasury Chest — Grand Council-^ 
Crood Faith of the King — Articles of Trade. 

May 22d, — The King, agreeably to his pro- 
mise yesterday, now came on board,' and, to 
show his confidence in us, his royal person was 
attended by only one chief and six native canoe 
men. As a first-rate royal present, His Ma- 
jesty now presented me with a very large, fat 
boar hog, for which I made him a satisfactory 
return. After granting permission to his na- 
tive subjects to enter on a free and brisk trade 
with us, for refreshments, in hogs, yams^ &c., 
in barter for our valuable riches of shining 
metal buttons^ small looking-glasses, glass 
beads, &ax His Majesty took his leave, and 
returned on shore. 
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May 24th^- — ^At 11, A. M., a fleet of large, 
double war-canoes came oflF to the ship, from 
Njri Island. This island was now in revolt, 
and at war with King Tynahoa, as His Majesty 
had previously informed me. One of these 
canoes led. the van, and appeared to have the 
conimanding chief on board, surrounded by 
other chiefs on her platform-deck. By their 
manoeuvres, as they surrounded the ship, we 
judged thaf they had something important im- 
mediately in view, of a war-like cast As their 
conduct was by no means altogether pleasing, 
or even friendly, and, as there appeared in 
this one canoe upwards of a hundred warriors, 
and in all the others a like number, in propor- 
tion to their size, it was plainly to be seen that 
they were well armed, after their manner, with 
spears, war-clubs, battle-axes, bows and ar- 
rows. Their canoes were all under sail, as 
well as paddles ; and, after sailing and paddling 
round and round the ship, with, at same time, 
continued shouts, war-whoops, and cannibal 
yells— vdth grimaces and movements of body 
and limbs, shoveing, in their way, unfriendly 
actions and intentions, they now and then 
pointed to the ship's carriage-guns, and imitated 
with their voice, their explosion. The ship's 
battery was all this time kept ready and clear 
for action, each gun being loaded with a round 
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shot and langrage, with matches bumiiig, and 
every* man wide awake at his station. After 
some time spent thus, in sailing around the ship, 
the commanding chief placed his war-canoe 
a few yards directly ahead, and in the way 
of our ship, and hauled down his sail. His 
men lay on their paddles, thinking, as it ap- 
peared, by thus doing, to drop his canoe along- 
side, and board us ; but as the ship was under 
some way, and observing his intentions, I in- 
stantly directed Tier to be given a broad yaw 
oflF. This immediately brought our guns and 
broadside to bear fairly on them, and, in this 
way, we passed them, without any discharge, 
as we were acting only on the defensive. As 
the success of our voyage, and the safety of our 
absent boat, was constantly on my mind, as 
well as a deep reluctance to destroy life, I 
was detennined not to commence the battle, 
but to act wholly on the defensive. They 
then used their paddles after us, keeping close 
under our stem, and insisting on making fast 
flieir rope to the ship. This we decidedly for- 
bade and opposed, and effectually prevented 
without a fight. In the mean while, the rest of 
these large war-craft, with their crowd of arm- 
ed warriors, breaking the air with their horrid 
war-yells, kept sailing and paddling around 
the ship, within pistol-shot distance, keeping 
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up constantly their terrific war-whoops. They 
appeared to watch sharply all our motions^ and 
those of their leader, at our stern. In this 
most trying and anxious situation, we were 
kept for the space of two hours ; when, on a 
signal from their chief, their hideous war-yells 
ceased, and the whole fleet made sail at once, 
steering back from whence they came, to the 
Island of Nyri. Their departure gave to me, 
and I think to all on board, a feeUng of relief. 
We were glad to be rid and clear of such a 
horrid, cannibal set of threatening visitors, with- 
out being forced into slaughtering measures in 
self-defence, which, as already observed, I was 
extremely anxious, in our situation, to avoid, 
as our worthy first officer, and six excellent 
seamen, absent in our boat, might, in such 
event, have been cut off and massacred. Any 
warlike measure, or act, would also very likely 
operate much against us, in relation to our 
errand, as we were now in the neighbourhood 
of our destination, where we expected to pro* 
cure, in barter, our cargo of sandal wood, &c. 
May 25th. — ^^At 10, A. M., to our joy and re- 
lief, Mr. Brown, the first officer, returned on 
board from his exploring cruise, having been 
absent from the ship four days. During this 
time, we constantly kept the light signals out 
throughout the nights for him; and it may 
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trnly be presumed no small weight of anxiety* 
existed on my mind during his absence. 

On the 26th, at 8, A. M., saw a small island, 
which I calledy and very appropriately, Direc- 
tion Island, (not having learned the native 
name of it,) as it was situated directly in the 
range of the ship's passage through the outer 
main reef, and bore N.W. i N., distant two 
leagues. 

May 28/^.-^Experienced a heavy gale and 
squally weather through the night ; but it mo- 
derated to a licrht breeze at near daylifirht. As 
tbe morning ijht broke and lit up. it Iscover- 
ed to US the very dangerous situation of the 
ship, caused by the currents, as well as the 
gale, so near the shore, that we had hardly 
room to bring the ship about, and keep clear of 
being wrecked. However, on promptly well- 
manning our sweeps in her aid, we succeeded 
in bringing her in stays and about, with her 
head off from this dreaded, rocky shore, and, to 
appearance, at one time, of certain shipwreck 
on it. We were much aided and assisted in 
effecting^ our escape, by the alert working of 
our fast sailing little ship. The great relief our 
escape gave to me from shipwreck, on this 
wild, rocky, savage coast, can be judged, I 
think, only by a commander with the like 
charge^ who has escaped from a like situa- 
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tioil,,and from the danger of being wrecked on 
a cannibal shore. The weather clearing up 
soon after, gave ns a sight of Direction Island, 
when we wore ship and stood in towards it, for 
the passage. This island is a good mark to the 
mariners for the channel through the sea wall 
reef. Three very remarkable mountains were 
now within our view, over another island, bear- 
ing N.N.W., and the remarkable sharp, spi- 
ral mountain, on Toconroba, bore N. by W. 
At 11, A. M., I despatched Mr. Brown in a 
boat, who, in his exploring cruise, had disco- 
vered and sounded it out, to lay as a buoy 
mark in the passage through the outer main 
reef. At this time. Direction Island bore E. 
by N. i N., distant 6 leagues. Mr. Brown 
having soon made the signal of his boat's situa- 
tion in the channel, we bore the ship away un- 
der her fore-course and three topsails, with a 
brisk trade breeze, and every oflScer and man 
at his station. In about an hour, our good ship 
had passed safely through the reef, by the chan- 
nel, where the boat lay, and which I judged to be 
only about fifteen yards wide, from side to side, 
or from rocks to rocks, of this sea-bound reef. 
The breadth here of this coral reef, I judged to 
be about two cables' length ; we found the tide 
or current running very rapidly through the 
pass. After our ship was through, we hauled 
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her up N. by E.; but our course soon became \a- 
^ liable, on account of the many patches of shoal 
coral reefs, and rocks just under the surface of 
the sea-water ; these could be timely and 
plainly seen by the officer on the look-out aloft, 
and cunning our direction in the course for the 
ship. Our course mainly, from the narrow 
pass through the sea wall reef to Booje, our 
first anchorage, was about N. by E., and the 
distance about 7 leagues. We brought the 
ship at an anchor, with the small bower, at 
Booje, in 13 fathoms water, over a bottom of 
fine black sand : a low; sandy beach, with a 
grove of cocoa-nut-trees, and a native village, 
bearing E.N.E., distant half a mile. This 
anchorage I subsequently named Sandal Wood 
Bay and Road. With all precaution, we now 
bent the sheet-cable, and shackled the chain- 
cables to their anchors on the bows, as being 
in readiness and prepared for the worst events 
and moored our ship with the stream anchor. 
Our latitude, at this anchorage, was 16** 68^ 
south. Soon after bringing our ship here at 
anchor, a trig built and very handsome young 
chief came alongside, in an uncommonly neat- 
ly built Tongataboo double canoe. He came 
without hesitation on board, and promptly pre- 
sented me w^ith several hundred fine cocoa-nuts 
as a welcome present ; in return for which, and 
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his free sociability, I made liim a present of a 
proper return. He had been some time from 
Tonga; and his bold, but verjr neatly and 
highly-ornamented and carved-work craft, 
ilhowed, incontestably, that they make their 
sea-voyages, at least thus far, in these double 
canoes. 1 cannot here sufficiently express ray 
thankfulness to the Great Preserver of all, for 
his protection of those " who go down to the 
sea in ships, and do business in great waters," 
and especially since, notwithstanding our way 
has been very full of innumerable dangers, for 
having safely arrived here. The relief given to 
my mind and feelings, by our arrival at anchor, 
after so many, and so tedious, laborious, and 
Veiy anxious scenes passed during those 
several days and nights among those islands, 
working our ship along in the most dangerous 
and intricate navigation, between these islands, 
that can be conceived. In these passages^ 
there are innumerable scattering coral reefs ; 
and, in fact, it will likewise generally be found 
the case, that without the outer verge of the 
wall sea bound reefs, no bottom, by soundings, 
is to be had or found with the lead, even at 
the distance of only two or three cables' length 
from its verge ; therefore no anchorage is to be 
had or expected, as none is to be found. In 
addition, the sea, with its mountain billows, is 
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usually breaking iu mt^sy foam and giant 
force ; and the currents are irregrular, and fre-* 
qnently of great force ; the wind, at intervals, 
blows strong gales, dark and squally; still 
there are spells of clear, pleasant weather, but 
they happen mostly in the day time. The. 
winds, during a great part of the time, were, 
when regular, of the trades, blowing from the 
eastern board, but at times variable, and, in* 
hard' squalls, generally followed by a calm.i 
To make the task more severe, and the burtheiic 
heavier to a commander, we were, much of the^ 
time, and during the day in particular, surrounds 
ed by numerous canoes, with swarms of na^ 
tives, keeping up the constant evidence before- 
our eyes, that if we should be vnrecked, inm^e* 
diate massacre was the destiny of all on board.- 
After having safely performed this dangerous 
navigation, through this Archipelago, during, 
the term of such a number of days, being ou]> 
own pilots, and without charts, I think all mus6 
admit, that we would be likely to feel thank** 
fully fortunate in bringing our ship thus safely 
into port, at ^nchor, and that all oa board would 
be relieved We leave it to the magnanimity 
of the general reader to give to us the credit 
we merit in its performance. 

Some of the islands of this group are of mo* 
derate eleyation; but otherfii ar^ yery mQUOrr 
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tainous ; several with lofty, spiral, or sugar- 
loaf peaks ; others with round summits, and 
thickly wooded tops. The author would ask 
the liberty here to remark, that he has ever 
rbade it a permanent rule, not only to caution 
captains never to suflFer over two or three prin- 
cipal chiefs, and their few attendant natives, (as 
those chiefs will always bring their attendants) 
to come on deck, at one and the same time ; 
but also to have all the vessels ever sent out 
under their directive agency, and bound to 
those seas, on these voyages of barter-trade; 
among these children of nature, to be well 
fitted and armed, with the precaution of a 
boarding-netting made of rattling-stuff, and 
small iron chains, that a passage for a person 
might not be easily cut through its meshes. 
*rhis should be attached to the ship's railing of 
cover at their quarters, and go entirely around 
the ship, and out on the sides of her bowsprit, 
to the fore-stay ; and be so deep, as to admit 
tricing up, when among the savages, to twelve 
or fifteen feet above the rail. It being thus 
fitted, when the boarding-net is triced up, the 
ship's quarters and decks are encircled, if it 
may be so termed, similar to a highly fenced 
yard, so that not any person can enter or 
come on board the ship's deck, except at the 
pass^ by the armed sentry at the gangway, and 
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hj the immediate permission of the officer in 
charge of this station. Sentries on guard are^ 
or should be, at such times, always set on the 
tafiferel/and on the heel of the bowsprit, to 
watch and observe all that is passing among 
the natives around the ship. With all these 
precautions, there is little danger; as when 
they are thus constantly prepared, and can all 
be put in requisition in a moment's warning, 
there is then little to fear while among those 
savages. The author has, thus prepared, at 
such time, had his ship surrounded by thousands 
of the natives, even in clusters, as it were, like 
a flock of birds on a tree, hanging on around; 
and on the sides of bis ship, without the boards 
ing-netting, and chattering their Kngo, and ob^ 
serving all the movements of those on thfit 
ship's decks ; still no unpleasant occurrence hiusr 
ever caused the shedding of blood by the ve»t 
sels under his charge. i 

The Hope being now in Sandal Wood Roadj* 
thus moored and prepared, and under her very 
judicious and vigilant commander, with our 
usual good discipline, we proeured, at and off 
from Toconroba Island, her cargo ; being the 
first, by Americans, of ssmdal wood, Sic^ from 
this group, without any unpleasant occurrence, 
or the least difficulty with the chiefs or inhabit 
tants. At a»e same time, loaded an En^h 
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vessel, on freight for Canton. In addition, en- ^ 
gaged, in a treaty with the King, a cargo of 
wood, to be prepared and piled up on the small 
island near our present anchorage. This cargo 
was to be ready in eighteen moons (months) for 
any other ship belonging to the same owners ;* 
and by this treaty the King likewise engaged 
to cause the sandal wood trade to be tabooed 
(prohibited) from all other vessels procuring it, 
or taking any of it away from the islands. 
This unusual success by treaty, was maiuly 
eflFeeted thus, as related to the author : — ^Their 
first oflBcer, Mr. Brown, had become a great 
favourite, and the adopted son of the King, and, 
by living the greatest part of his time at His 
Majesty's residence, had, learned to speak the 
Feejee language, so as to hold a conversation 
with the chiefs and natives, without an inter^ 
preter, or with little difficulty, which greatly 
pleased them all, and zealously attached His 
Royal Majesty to him. Captain Brundey, 
through this influence, was able to ejffect this 
treaty. Its conditions were as follows : — ^The 
Captain was to cause to be made by his car- 
penters, for. the King, a large chest for his tr<^a- 
sury, fourteen feet in length, with several apart- 
ments, and a separate lid to each apartment^ 

^ Was subflequently taken to China by ship Tonquin. 
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with a padlock* to each apartment lid. This 
treasury chest, or reservoir, was engaged by 
the captain to be filled with an assortment of 
oUr articles of trade, to be selected by the King 
and his attendant chiefs, after the chest should 
be finished, and painted in a variety of high 
and gaudy colours > when thus finished, this 
grand treasury chest was placed in the palace, 
in a rootn designated and prepared for it, when 
each divisiopL was filled with suitable articles, 
of an assortment selected by His Majesty, &c., 
chiefs' wives and family ; and then, when so 
filled, a new padlock was placed on each lid; 
the keys, tied in a bunch by ^ high-coloured 
silk ribbon, adorned with various coloured 
beads attached to it, and handed to His Majesty. 
The treaty was then considered as ready for ra- 
tification : and the reader may be assured, by 
what is represented, that, in the opinion of the 
author, the great Napoleon never felt better, in 
greater dignity, or in more importance, imme- 
diately after one of hife greatest victories, than 

* Mr. Brown had learned His Majesty the art of locking 
and unlocking a padlock, which much delighted his royal 
person, indeed almost to ecstasy ; and be, in his exultati(»], 
now affirmed, that not any chief could inspect, or look at his 
great treasure, without his knowledge and permission. In 
fUct, not one of them possessed ingenuity enough to unlock 
it, ev^ should the key ;t!e put into their band. 
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did His Royal Majesty Tynahoa, on receiving* 
this bunch of keys. All the chiefs shouted 
by royal' signal, and declared him to be now 
the greatest and richest monarch iii their world, 
and were followed by a shout of thousands of 
the natives, that seemrd to shake their island. 
A grand council of chiefs was now called, and 
ordered to assemble forthwith. They promptly 
assembled in the area, on the green lawn, in 
the cool shade, and under their valuable bread- 
fruit trees, in front of the King's palace ; being 
thus met in council. His Majesty in the centre, 
on an^jlevated seat, after a few rapid speeches 
delivered by several of the chiefs in rotation, 
in their true native and uncivilized manner and 
actions, all tending to the blazing forth the 
great power and riches of their monarch, and 
how soon he would now conquer all the islands 
in their world ; on a green branch being handed 
by the King, in person, to the captain, and Cap- 
tain B. receiving it, the treaty was then con- 
sidered ratified, and to be kept sacred by both 
parties. The council being dismissed by His 
Majesty, broke up, every one going his own 
way home, after repairing, in apparently per- 
fect happiness, to the feast prepared by order 
of the KijQg — consisting of roasted hogs, yams, 
bread-fruit, ^c, and satisfying their wild and 
voracious appetites. Hereafter it vriU be seen, 
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in thfe'Tonquin's voyage, with what good faith 
this royal monarch, over an uncivilized mass 
of beings, and his chiefs and nobles in council, 
kept this treaty, and finally fulfilled it, as the 
result will prove, in such good faith as would 
be very<5ommendable in any civilized monarch. 
The chiefs evidently, on departing, moved off in 
new and additional pride of carriage, and they 
certainly now considered their King by far the 
most powerful and wealthy monarch in all the 
Pacific ocean. * 

Our articles of trade here were, first, sperm- 
whales' teeth, of all sizes ; but the larger, the 
more valuable in their estimation, as they were 
considered the highest emblem or mark of 
royal honour and favour. After the tooth was 
highly polished, a small hole was drilled 
through the larger end to hang it on the breast, 
by a ribbon or chord passed round the neck. 
The next article most valued by them were 
tokas, made by the armourer, at his forge ; they 
being, in shape or form, merely the blades of 
adzes and hatchets, without an eye for the- 
helve formed to them. In the rpbm of the eye 
part, it was made to suit their notion, so as to 
be lashed to the helve or handle with a strong 
line, made from the fibres of the palm-tree. 
Glass bottles, either wine, porter, or square, 
were next in repute ; high coloured calicoes ; 
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looking-glasses of all shapes, and small sizes ; 
bright metal buttons ; needles of different sizes ; 
iron spikes and nails ; pieces of old iron-hoop, 
cut to the length of four to five inches ; with a 
general assortment of ironmongery, principally 
cutlery, with iron tinned spoons. These conoh 
posed the assortment of our articles of trade at 
the Feejees, at ikis time. 

The invoice of articles of trade put on board 
the Hope, when she sailed on this voyage from 
New- York, by which the above purchases and 
bargains were made and completed, did not 
amount to but little more than nine hundred 
dollars. This sandal wood (being one of the 
articles procured in this trade, as to profit of a 
'fair rate to judge by) brought, at that time, in 
the Canton market, about thirty cents the 
pound. Out of this, about one-third of the 
amount of the proceeds of a cargo was paid 
into the United States' treasury, on duties on 
the China goods, obtained in exchange for it in 
Canton. Thus vast amounts have, by vessels 
under the command and directive agency of the 
author, been, by the Pacific and China trade, 
brought into the American national treasury. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Author's nHe of trade in tho prohibittoa of fire-arms — Na- 
tives of tlie Feejee Islands— Their caonibalism — Manner 
of obtaining sandal wood — Music to the natives in the 
wood-saw — Great number of the natives as the ship de- 
parts — Affection and attachment of the King to the first 
oflficei:, Mr. Brown — His Majesty's parting with him — 
Union Massacre Passage — Alarm by the sudden discovery 
of the ship in shoal water — Departure from Feejeea, and 
voyage to China — Crossing Equator twice — Equatorial 
currents — Discovery of Hope Island — ^Phillipine Islands— 
Their beautiful green appearance — Arrival at Caiiton— > 
Sail jRmt sweet home — Arrival at New- York. 

The author would here beg leave to remark 
that, during ids command and directive agencjr, 
in all the voyages of traffic with these children 
of nature, he has ever insisted that, when fire- 
arms, powder and ball, with other of the civil- 
ized destructive instruments of war, were de- 
manded and peremptorily insisted on by the 
chiefs, in barter, to quit their-trade sooner than 
to comply ; as there is not a doubt but that 
these, to them new and destructive instruments, 
after they and their neighbours have come in 
possession of some of them, have been the 
cause of much bloodshed and massacre. 
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The natives of the Feejee Islands are, beyond 
question, cannibals, and even consider their 
roasted enemies as among their choicest feasts. 
Mr. Brown, being so much wth the King, on 
one occasion, when an expedition of warriors 
had just returned from battle and victory, at 
Nyri, obtained over the Nyri Island natives, 
and were come with their victorious fleet of 
war-canoes, at the landing on the bank of the 
river, discovered among them a large double 
canoe having, on her deck platform, the bodies 
of some twenty or more slain enemies. After 
the King had selectied two of the best fed and 
plumpest, of about twenty years of age, he di- 
rected them to be taken away to his residence, 
by his attendants, to be dressed and roasted for 
his conquering feast. His Majesty then divided, 
by lot, the remaining number among his prin- 
cipal chiefs ; which were, in turn, by their at- 
tendants, taken away with the like directions. 

We remained here in Sandal Wood Bay, at 
Toconroba Island, with our ship, trading for 
and procuring sandal wood, &c., until we not 
only loaded our own ship, the, Hope, but also 
an English vessel we met here, that touched 
for refreshments, with a cargo on freight for 
Canton. We also paid, as per treaty, for a 
second cargo, for which a ship was to be sent ; 
and made every necessary arrangement with 
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the kittg for placing this second cargo of wood 
in the treaty as follows, viz : It was to be cut 
down, and then brought from the mountains 
during our eighteen moons' absence, and to be 
<^ut at right lengths as per sample, deposited 
with His Majesty, shayed and piled on the 
small island near the harbour, or road, where 
our ship was now. moored at anchor. 

Our manner while here of obtaining the san- 
dal wood, was thus : — On concluding a bargain 
with the king (the whole of this article being 
xoyal property) for a certain quantity, to be de- 
livered by a stipulated day, at the landing 
place, on the bank of the river, he would direct 
a chief to take his meui fifty, more or less in a 
gang, as the case required, proceed iup the 
mountain, cut down such trees as should be 
selected by our men from the ship, and bring 
them trunk and limbs to the landing. The 
chief dared not for his life but be punctual in 
performing and accomplishing his task by the 
time agreed on. With this gang is sent one of 
Jhe ship's crew, to select the large and sound 
43?ees, and, in charge of the saws, axes, and 
grind-stone, and to direct the sawing down the 
trees as close to the ground as possible. This 
sawing off the body with the cross-cut saw, 
bringing the tree down from the stump, was a 
highly favourite part of the work, and was fce^ 

6 



62 VOYAGE OF TH£ HOPJS 

quently severely disputed for between the na^ 
tives, owing to the exquisite and delightful mu- 
sic to them, in the ringing of the saw. In fact, 
at times, they would dispute so earnestly abou 
whose turn it was, as to come to a raging grap^ 
pie with each other. It frequently required the 
authority and interference of their chief to quiet 
them, apd restore harmony. The tree beio^ 
thus sawed down, it was then trimmed of all 
its limbs, and the top cut off where, after all the 
bark and sap should be shaved off, it would 
leave the heart part of the diameter of about 
one and a quarter inches. All the limbs were 
trimmed out in this manner, and the gang con- 
tinued working on the mountain, sawing down, 
and trimming out until a sufficient load for the 
whole gang to carry down to the landing was 
obtained. Several days were spent at work in 
the mountain woods at each excursion, before 
a full load of body and limbs for all the gang, 
was prepared ; they then collected it all at one 
spot, the chief set off the load for each one, or 
for three, or five, or more as required ; they 
then shouldered it, and all in Indian file pro- 
-ceeded down the mountain with their burdens 
to the landing place. The ship's men under 
the directions of the carpenter, and his mates, 
with some natives to assist, saw and cut the 
body and limbs to proper lengths of between 
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four and fiye feet^ and then share off, with the 
drawing knife, all the bark and sap. It is then 
in merchantable order for shipping on board, 
and the king is paid for the lot, as has been 
previously agreed. He then sends it off along- 
side the ship, and immediately divides the pur* 
(diased articlies with the chief, who has with his 
gang performed the task with his men in pro- 
curing the wood. 

September 6th. — ^Having completed our busi- 
ness here, and the Hope having now a full 
cargo on board, we unmoored ship, took up our 

anchors, bore away, and steered for a leeward 
passage through the outer sea wall reef We 
were surrounded by masses of natives of both 
sexes making the air ring with their friendly 
parting shouts ; but above all, was the parting 
between His Majesty and Mr. Brown. The king 
had become so affectionately attached to him as 
his adopted son,, that he took him again, and again 
in his arms, and by his parental hugs of embrace 
raised him from the deck, as if a child. When 
in his canoe returning for the shore, he kept up 
the parting signals imtil beyond sight from the 
deck ; but even then he could be observed from 
aloft. We were now under all sail, with a fine 
trade breeze from E.S.E. and pleasant weather, 
steering across the bay, and out through the 
piassage in the main reef by what I thought 
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properl J named Union Passage, because on one 
of iU re^fy points the ship Union was so unfor* 
tunstely Trrecked, and all on board of hor, but 
the Tonga pilot perished, or were massacred 
bj these cannibals as soon as they obtained a 
footing on any dry part of the enter wall reef* 
Precisely at noon we passed safely through: 
Union Passage, when Sandal Wood Road bore 
E.N.E. distant 3 leagues, and at same time the 
east chop of Sandalwood Bay, which I named 
Sandy Hook Point (which it so much resem^ 
bles) bore east, distant four miles. We were 
now engaged in clearing up the decki^, lashing 
water casks, &c., in sea preparation. 

September 7/A.— At 3, P. M., Lero Callow 
Island was in sight bearing W.N.W. distant 7 
leagues, and now a fresh trade wind and a 
heavy rolling sea accompanied us. This made 
it necessary to reduce the ship's canvass to her 
double-reefed topsails. At 8, P. M., I ttiought 
it prudent to bring the ship to the wind, and to 
spend the night on short tacks, keeping her 
throughout the night as near the spot we now * 
were as possible. At 6, A. M., bore away and 
made sail, when immediately after, the officer 
on the look out station aloft, gave the alarm 
call, that ctar ship was over discoloured water, 
and on casting my eye over the rail I could 
plainly see the bottom composed of coral rocks. 
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to appearance about four fathoms of water : I 
instantly ordered the ship to be brought to the 
wind to make a board off to a clear sea again, 
when in a few minutes, in short, before the 
ship's sails were fairly trimmed to the wind, we 
were out of danger or had lost sight of the bot- 
tom, and to appearance, were ttgain off sound- 
ings. When the ship was on the shoal Leyo 
Callow bore W.N.W. distant 6 leagues, and the 
centre of Antua Island, E.^N. distant 8 leagues. 
At noon Levo Callow bore E. by S.i S. distant 
3 leagues, at which time the ship's latitude was 
16M1'S. 

September 8th. — At 2, P. M., Levo Callow 
bore S.E. by E. distant 7 leagues. At sun set- 
ting, strong gale, with cloudy thick weather. I 
thought it again prudent to haul the ship on 
the wind, and to spend the night under close- 
reefed topsails, with the endeavour during it, to 
keep her as near her present station as possi- 
ble. At 6, A. M., bore away and made all sail 
on our course for Canton in China. Variation 
at this time 13° 9' east 

September llth.-^At 4, P. M., the look-out 
aloft gave out the sound of " Land, ho ! " which 
proved to be two high islands lying east and 
west of each other. One bore N. by E. and the 
other N, by E.i^E. distant 7 leagues. Our 
latitude at this time was 12'' 25' south, and at 

6* 
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the north-westwaid of the westernmost of those 
two islands, we observed a small island or islet, 
in its appearance very nrach like the Eddy 
Stone off Van Diemen's Land. These being 
wide to the windward of onr conrse, and n%lit 
closing in upon us, we have nothing farther to 
remark relative to them ; and as it is somewhat 
doubtful, as to their being a new discovery t 
did not give them a name. 

September 26th, — Our situation this day 
brings us near to the brink of crossing the 
equator the second time, out of the four cross- 
ings we shall have to make during our voyage. 
The weather ever since our departure from the 
Feejee Archipelago has been so cloudy and 
thick as to prevent our lunar sights until this 
day, when by two sets of very good observa- 
tions, the mean of them gave the shq>'s longi- 
tude to be 163^ 42' 20" east, and her latitude 1^ 
33' southy and variation 10° east, our longitude 
by celestial observations differing about four 
degrees from our longitude by account in this 
short run from the Feejees. This shows that 
we must, and very recently, I judge, have had 
an unaccountably strong current* to have set 

* Subsequently in the ship Cadmus, bound for Calcutta, on 
crossing the equator in about the eighty-eighth degree of east 
longitude, in the Indian Ocean, I met with, and experienced 
the like currents. R. B. 
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our ship so wide from my intended rotiie> wbidi 
was to have kept in the track of the WBlpoo!, 
Captsdn Butler. He appeared by his accoant 
to have made a very clear passage, but by the 
effect of the current, we now found our ship on 
an entirely new route. 

Here the author would respectfully ask: 
what is the cause of those never-*ceasing, or 
frequent, rapid, unaccountable, and variable 
currents, in all parts, or places near the equa*- 
tor on our globe, as they appear to be the same 
in the Pacific, in the Indian Ocean, and in tito 
South Atlantic, between the continents of Ame^ 
rica and Africa? Are they caused by the force 
of the heavy gales in the variable latitudes on 
the surface of Neptune's element ? or by the 
daily rotation of our globe, as some will have 
it, and the trade winds ? It cannot, I think, be 
the last ; for if so, they would be regular, and 
always setting the same way, and not suddenly 
variable. It seems, therefore, all we can say 
relative to the explanation of the fact, is, that 
it is one of those mysteries known only to that 
Almighty Being, who created our globe, and 
placed it in its orbit. 

October 3d, 1807. — At 6, A. M., the look-out 
at masthead, surprised us by "Land, ho!" 
bearing N.W. by W. to W. by N. which at first 
had the appearance of two islands ; but on 
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nearing it, we plainlj discovered the two ele- 
vations to be joined hy low land. At noon the 
centre of the land bore west i N. distant 5 
leagues, and I place it in latitude &" 15' norths 
and longitude 165'' 17' east of London. It not 
appearing on any chart, or in any book in my 
possession I consider it a new discovery^ and 
have named it; Hope's Island. 

Sunday^ October 25tk. — We were in sight of 
the Phillipine Islands^ Say-pan^ Tinian and 
Agrigan ; but after so long an absence from 
cmr much-beloved country, and being very anx- 
ious to meet with our friends whom we expect- 
ed to find in Canton, we did not stop to obtain 
and partake of the many excellent articles said 
to be procured at those beautifully green look- 
ing islands. Having a fresh and fair trade wind 
we passed them, with mouths watering, and 
proceeded on, with all despatch.— -I place An- 
son's Road in Tinian, in latitude IS"" 01' north, 
longitude 145° 47' east. 

November 9th, 1807.— We had sight of To- 
bago-Sima, and soon after, the high-peaked 
mountain on Formosa. In a short time we 
passed the Vela Retta rocks, south of them at 
three miles distance. At 6, P. M., the south 
end of Formosa bore N.N.E., distant 9 leagues. 

November 12th. — On this day we obtained 
sight of the land, and islands off the coast of 
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Chinay passed several fleet of fishing craft, 
and on arriving* among the islands we obtained 
a pilot for Macoa. After touching there, we 
proceeded up the river to Whampoa, where we 
had the gratification of meeting our friends, and 
receivuig our letters, and news from home. 
After exchanging our cargo we received on 
board a cargo of teas and other China goods. 

December 27th. — ^We sailed from Whampoa 
for home, "sweet home."— Nothing unusual 
occurred during our passage, and we arrived 
safe at New- York on the 3d of May, 1808, with, 
it is believed, a perfectly satisfactory voyage 
to all concerned. — We now learned that a 
stem, and rigid embargo was in foroe through- 
out the United States. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



A list of the iiative names of sixty-four of the principal islands 
' of the Archipelago of the Feejee group, with remarks. 



Fatoa, ( Turtle) 


AUaJcippa^ 


Honghare LUi^ 


laa^ 


Honghare j[sevo, 


laa Livi^ 


Folongaa, 


UhedCf 


HengharBf 


Body, . 


Annamooka, 


Nahow, 


HenghoMaw LevOf 


Gorroo, 


Merita, 


Waanetcawaitee, 
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Cabbarria, 

Voangabba, 

OUarwa^ {saddk) 

CamOf 

Cafmaetahf 

Wattakarre-nahow, 

Kyerratta^ 

OerroOf 

Freenoo, 

Dudua, 

Foona^ 

Toconroba^ 

Vakkiat 

Oorra, 

Niroa, 

Bdkiky, 

Woohiah^ 

Nyengany, 

Vohia, 

Mahhini, 

Oholcia, 

BoUawhUf 

Mackinif 

Onratta^ 



Cknehuakf 

Dabuetah, 

Waitaharra^ 

Dedea, 

Onumgo, 

Nyri, 

Voljehia^ 

Ohohia Laoo^ 

OnhoWf 

Battika, 

Oorrobau, 

Batallie, 

Volahue, 

Booyee, ; 

LevO'CaUoWt 

Aniua, 

Assavo, 

Ambawt 

Hongasaw, 

JHrection-Islandt (by us 
so ruuned) 

Hongkary, 

JFVirta. ( This is a very 
high^ mountainous 
island^ and I pre^ 
sume has been a 



volcano,) 

Remarks. — There is also in this group a numher of small 
islands, and islets, the native names of which were not ob- 
tained, and of course are not noticed in this list 



"v-. 



P A R T II. 

SKETCH DESCRIPTIVE OP THE WHALE CHASE, SflOW- 
INQ THE DANGER, AND DARING BRAVERY OP THE 
OFPICERS AND SEAMEN IN ATTACKING AND CON- 
aUERING THESE MONSTERS OP THE DEEP, TOGE- 
THER WITH THE PROCESS OP CXTTTING IN, &a, he 

CHAPTER I. 

Whale chase-— Danger in fastening to — Condition of the 
whale— Whalers' preference to Ml grown — These most 
trouhlesome — Sounding of the whale— The signal — Break* 
water roar of the monster — Terrific scene— Snowy foam 
of the sea — Fatal stroke— Sea of blood — His dying flurry 
— ^Life extinct — ^Huge inanimate mass on the surface of 
the sea — Lamentable end of poor Bob— His character. 

The ship being on the whaling ground in the 
right season, and when on the earnest hunting 
chase in those beautiful alert craft, the whale 
boats, the danger in fastening, and killing a 
whale is by no means at all times equal. On 
some occasions they are killed without hardly 
an effort, or struggle, at others two or three 
hours elapse before this can be effected, owing 
mostly to the nature of the whale's condition, 
whether plump and thriving, or lank and lean, 
and also' partly to the chance of fastening. — 
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Whalers most generally prefer fastening to a 
full grown, or old whale, if a well fed one, as 
he is less inclined to give battle than a younger 
one. A right, or bla^ck whale, that will yield 
about forty barrels of oil is in general the most 
troublesome. When fastened to by the thrust 
of the iron (harpoon) to which the line is fast, 
he, (if in deep water) immediately sounds, tak- 
ing out of the boat irom sixty to eighty fathoms, 
or more of line. At these depths he remains 
until want of air forces him to the surface 
again, which usually will be about thirty mi- 
nvten. Care must be now taken to prevent him 
from coming up under and staving the boat. 
The line as he rises is hauled in, and carefully 
coiled in the stern sheets of the boat, the men 
(in vulgar phrase) being wide awake, ready at 
their oars for the least signal. When the rush- 
ing sound of the water, accompanied by the 
roar of the monster announce his arrival to the 
surface, the word is given by the officer to haul 
on. The bow-man now prepares his laiice, 
the boat is hauled by the warp as close as pos- 
sible to the whale, and the lance vigorously 
plied in thrusts, by darts. The whale unable 
as yet to sound, becomes infuriated .by the re- 
peated thrusts of the lance, and a scene com- 
mences, of which only those who have wit- 
nessed it, can have any idea. The huge men- 
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ster of the deep galled aipd rendered mad wHik 
pain, cuts through the water with amaZiing ych 
locity, now this way, now that, requirmg'all the. 
skill of the officers, and exertions of the men to 
manage the boat so as to avoid him, and his enor- 
mous flukes (finned tail) lash the water into a 
snowy foam. Soon after the blood spovting from 
his lanced wounds, stains with blood the seia 
around him ; and now and then a thunderiqg 
roar is heard as the lance of his tormenters ag? 
grayates his pain. At last the fatal stroke and 
wound is giveui when bis life's blood is spoutr* 
ed on high. Seeing this, the boats are laid off 
from him, so as to be out of his way, when he 
goeg into his fluny, or dying agonies. Thia 
soon comes on ; his huge body is agitated ; be 
lashes the surface of the sea, incessantly^ and 
is surrounded with a thick, bloody foam. His 
efforts become gradually weaker ; whqn, on a 
sudden, they cease, and the late living body 
lies a huge iuanimate mass on the surface of 
the ocean. On one of those chases, and anx- 
ious slaughtering attacks, we had before bnr 
eyes, the following melancholy and painful o<h 
currence. This wais the lamentable misifer- 
tune to lose one of our crew, a harpooner, by a 
whale. Poor Bob! he was a first-rate, and 
uncommonly expert whaler; nevertheless, fs^tQ, 
it seemSj had decreed, that hi^ time had con)^ 
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ife Was truly an excellent m to, at all times wfl- 
ling, arid pleasant; beloved by all on board, 
a»d ont of all tbe crew no one could have been 
tabeh whose loss would have been more felt. He 
was a first-rate seaman, as well as a courageous 
wHaler; in short, such a valuable man as is 
i^wajrs miicb wanted, arid seldom found aboard 
ship. As such his loss was severely felt.— 
He was suddenly taken from out the boat over- 
board hj the warp attached to the preventer, the 
harpoon fouling some part of his body, or Hmbs 
(his arm, it was supposed) while performing 
his duty as haipooner. In the act of darting 
flife preventer iron, he was seen to go over 
Bttard, when the line was immediately cut, in 
the hope of picking him up ; but in vain, we 
riever saw him more. Poor Bob ! his death 
must have been speedy, as the whale was then 
sounding at a fast rate. 



CHAPTER II, 

dotting in the whale-butting gear — Manner of cutting in — 
'Blubber blanketft-^Mincing blubber — Trjring out oil — 
Whale bone — Arerage quantity to a fish. 

When a whale is about to be cut in (or in 
other words,) stripped of his fat, or blubber^ 
he is taken alongside the veissel with his head 
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towards her stem, and the catting gear is then 
prepared. This gear consists of two wind* 
tackle falls, the straps of the blocks being tog- 
gled through their bights to pendants froin the 
mainmast-head. These pendants are then 
guyed forward so as to bring the falls directly 
over the main, or blubber hatoh. The ends of 
the falls are then bronght to the vmddlass, and 
three or four turns taken round' it with each 
^d, a stopper being in readiness to clap on ei- 
ther fall A man now jumps upon the whale, 
places a strap on his fin, and the fall is attach- 
ed to it The whale is then hoye by it side 
up, and the fall stoppered; small stages an 
placed outside the gunnel on which stand iUt 
officers about to cut the blubber, proyided with 
sharp spades fastened on the shaft, eight or ten 
feet long. The head with the bone attached 
to it is now cut off and hove in, with the other 
fall, and placed aft on the deck. The fall is 
then overhauled down again, and the throat, 
lips, and tongue are next hove in, and lowered 
down the hatch between decks. The. other fall 
is then attached to the end piece hoye on, and 
a strip of fat with the skin, or blubber (as it is 
termed) from four to fiye feet wide is hoisted 
up, the officers on the stages constantly cutting 
with their spades on each side of the piece, or 
3tnp until the fidl is hove block, and block. Th(e 
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•Mpp^ k &awp«M^/llie other fall bretb 
M down, aivd a slit/ or hole cut in the blubber 
piecd for a new end (or ae it is called in the 
fdanket piece) with -a boafding knife. The 
flight of the block strap ie passed through^ and 
er toggle through it, and thci fall is hove on as 
iBOon as it takes the strain. The blubber of 
the blanket piece of the first tackle is cut 
through, and oif above the toggle -slit, with the 
^ame laige knife. The bliibber pidoe, or folan^ 
kM thus eut off is lowered dot^ the hatch into 
the blubber room ; and so tfn, one fall relieving 
^e other, rolling the fish oVer and hoiisting in 
4ie blubber, until all is stripped off. The blub- 
ISC^ blankets are then cut up into small pieces, 
taken to the large table, and the lean attached 
to the fat fiinched off. They are then minced, 
and thus made ready for the try pots. The 
-try pots are started in the trying by pouring 
about a barrel of oil, into each pot, or kettle, 
and then kindling a fire in the furnace beneath. 
When this oil is sufficiently heated, the minced 
blubber is thrown in, and in about the Space of 
half an hour it will be sitfaciently boiled. It 
is then baled off with the ladle, leaving 40 to 
50 gallons in each pot, (these pots hold from 
150 to 180 gallons.) The scraps are taken out 
with a skimmer into a scrap tub, and the ketdes 
«re then ready for a fVesh supply, which k im- 
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laediately thrown in; After the kettles are 
heated by the first tUm^.the oil boils out much 
quicker.. If , good blubber and well tried the 
scraps .will be chip diy, and the scraps coii- 
. t^ntlj supply the work with ample fuel. With 
Kuch sized kettles well attended, aboiit. fifteen 
barrels of oil can be boiled out of a fair lot of 
blubber^ in a six hours' watch^: making i to a¥er- 
age of isay 50 barrels in 34 hours. .The oil is 
baled from the pots iiito a copper cboler fitted 
with a^ stnUner, from which it passes . into tbe 
4eck pot^and is baled from thence into tiaus 
, casks. The casks should be well shrunk, twice 
or more filled for this purpdse with hpt pil,:U*- 
til they have stopped : shrinking.; i When well 
.coopered, after beiaag finally and thoroughly 
thus shrunk, with hot oil, they will retain^ tbfi 
oil safe home without loss by leakage. The 
whale bone generally- averages 800 pounds to 
a hundred barrels of oil, some whales over a 
thousand weight, others 9gain only four or five 
hundred, the bone is cut out at its upper end, 
from the lower part of the he^,: ^ight or ten 
slabs at a time. Each slab, is then but sepa- 
rately apart, and scraped, the gumi extracted, 
and then stowed away below, Particular care 
should be taken to have the slabs dry when. 
stovf ed> as otherwise tl^ey. would be very likely 
to damage, and) perl^yB^if stpi^ed away not di^ 

7* 



96 HOOK or Tifs 

\m entireiy spoiled, or at lea«t lauoh damagod, 
dwtng the long passage home. 
. The whale is an* affectionate creature to its 
kind* It nursei^ its young like the cow^-^^^nd 
while in tender infancy, basking with its mo- 
ther at the surface of their element, if an alarm 
affirights her> she immediately takes her young 
tDmder her fin/and instantly diyes to a prudent 
^epth. When going through the water, partly 
mk her side with her glistening round eye she 
looks up to the surface, as she swims along, 
M it appears, with the endeavour to discover 
^the cause of the danger. If the alarm iiias 
been given by a boat, and the boat is within 
- view, over her, she keeps her eye, as it were 
rivetted on it, as long as it remains within her 
eight J. E. B. 



C H A> T E R III. 

I * 

lUok of the FalUands — XXb aagaeiousv tmuty cunnings— Its 
me and colour — Its strength and gripe of claws — Its 

, shrewdness in watehtng-^Its, seemingly intelligent lan- 
guage — Mischievous thievery^-A glove chase and fail- 
ures-Superior knowledge of the bird. 

Among the great variety of the feathered 
inace at the Falkland Islands, the rook is the 
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most sagacious and cunning. Its wise and 
fox4ike actions lire astonishing, and, widiooit 
personal obseiration, almost bejond belief:*^ 
The rook is about the «ize of the grouse, of a 
black or dark^brown colour ; its beak and 1^ 
of a light yellow ; its beak is of iron strengtiji 
for a nip, an^d the gripe of its talons are troljr 
death-like. In all parts of those Islands, thoae 
who land from their boat, will surely, the mo- 
ment that they step foot on shore, be sur- 
rounded and accompanied by a look-out flock, 
as sentries, canting their head one way and 
the other, with their scrntinizing eye, as if to 
pierce your very thoughts and intentions. 
They are, apparently, Teiy lamest and mis- 
chievous, watching your every motion, and as 
you advance forward they will accompany yo«, 
hopping aikl flying from prominences of rock, 
or bog, watching your actions with an eye of 
piercing attention, and a sage look. They will 
examine, after you, every minute article or 
thing you may stop to observe or inspect. If 
you disturb a turf by turning, or perforate the 
surface, or make an excavation in the- soil or 
earth, as soon as you have left it, the rook will 
immediately examine the spot, with (Bye, beak, 
and talons, in the most minute manner, making 
at same time, in their squalling language to 
each other, a cackling, screaming uoiss^^^'vnSc^ 
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head and neck stretched up, which they appear 
perfectly to understand. If you happen to lay 
down and leare your knife, or other article, by 
the spot» they will promptly seize and make 
■sure possession of it and cany ii off; and exr 
cept you give chase as they retreat and thereby 
obtain now and then a sight of it in their claws 
or beak, (which they will readily exhibit from 
time to time in the chase, and seem to delight 
in it, as they constantly retreat and tantalize 
you, keeping at a proper distance,) you may 
be sure this is all and the last you will ever 
see of it :-^there is no remedy, unless you hap- 
pen to have with you your gun charged to 
shoot the vexatious and impertinent thief in- 
stantly. One of our sportsmen had ishbt a 
number of geese on landing, and left them in 
the bows of the boat during pur perambulation ; 
when, on our return, to our utter astonishment, 
otir boat was surrounded by a large company 
of those depredators, mostly keeping in pairs, 
. each by his mate, eternally crying ka — ^ka — ka ! 
--ras if ridiculing our credulity. Nothing was 
left but the feathers and bones of the geese, 
which were strewed about in every direction. 
They are not only flesh-eaters, but are the 
greatest gormandizers and gluttons imagina- 
ble. Here I will mention one evidence among 
hundreds of the like, of the rook's superior sa- 



gAciVf i-^n ' %, fiii^ calniy pleasant nrorning) 
We atitbor landed from hk ship m the joUj* 
boat^ aocompttnied only by the steward and 
tspptentiM-b^: On walking directly vp the 
green bank> attended, of course, by the nmai 
eompany of r^ks on guard, I fell in with a 
patch of wild potatoes, growing spontaneously 
among the green grass, the tops of their vinef 
being a few inches above it I laid my wooIIml 
glote on the roek, taking up a bit of a stick to 
dig and eian^ihe the size of their rootsi Air 
though engiiged not two yards from toy glove, 
before I was elware, and as quick as thoiight, 
up ran M r. Rook, snatched up the glove, fleW 
a few rods with it, — ^theri lit on a bog, laid the 
glove down by him, and looked back at nie 
with an arch-like, mischievous eye ;— as^ if in- 
ten<!i% to *ay; **I have out-generalled yod 
this time ; and now, get your glove again if 
you can ! ^ In his exultation, he was joined 
by his mate, and they commenced conversa- 
tion in their sereams of ka,^»~ka,— kal Being 
much vexed, with my two aids, we started on 
an attack, with stories, not having with me my 
fowling-piece. On getting within two or three 
rods of him, he would pick up the glove and 
hop, ruii, or fly, scme five or eight rods, then 
rest on bog; pr rock, and lay doWn, by his side, 
the glove again, and then wait| iu aec^^ss^ ^ 
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exultation, our £re of stonesi hove by. myscjlf, 
steward, and boj. -Thus fleeting on fojr up- 
wards of a mile, this cunning bird fooled us, 
certainly in the distance, more than fifty times, 
until he completely tired out our fojce, and 
obliged us to give up the chase, and to leave him 
and his companion in possesion of their stol-- 
en prize. We had no remedyy but were forced 
to put up with their taunts and sarcastic eye- 
ings towards us, seemingly much to their high 
gratification. Hius dishonoured b^: tibie loss 
of the glore and yictory, we returned to our 

boat, and on board ship, well tired out by the 
unsuccessful chase. 

In fact, the Falkland Rook is, unquestiona- 
bly, the most knowing, mischievous, and saucy 
bird among the feathered race ;-^-and gives to 
tiie way-worn sailors much vexatious trouble, 
during their ^hunting and sealing excursions. 
If a knife ^nd steel, a powder-horn, round- 
about jacket, cr other article, which they 
are able to take away in their claws, or beak, 
be laid down by their side J unattended but for 
a minute, as they are ever on the watch, it 
wiU be seized by the rook and carried off. 
Without the charged gun in hand, it will be 
very difficult ever to obtain the article again. 
On committing the theft they will . call eiu?h 
other and gathsr around it on .rock| or ..bog, 
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scrutiniziBg it, with sageness on their visage, 
and their sharp, bright, piercing eye, with a 
sarcastic look, first at you, then on the article 
they have stolen, and so on as long as yon are 
near by, vdshfiiUy desirous to re-possess your 
jHToperty, and, ever and anon at such tinges, 
are acconipanied with their croaking screams, 
directed to each other : — ^It is truly the sapient 
fox, among the winged race* 
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NARBlATIVfi 98:£T0H OF A. VOTAOE OT'TUR SBiF 
T0NaX71N» UNDfifC TEfE COMMAND OF TH^ AUTHpR, 
; TO THB QV^A SEA, IN THE YEA^S 1807—1808. . 

C H A P T B R I. 

Building of the ship— -Great despatch in perfonnance-— Oc- 
■ currence on the wild coast of Javap— A terrific savage— 
A white. hoy to roast — Fright of hoy Bill — Secr^ retreat 
in a hrea^d cask — Investigation of a singular afiiur. 

The Tonquin, this beautifully modelled and 
first-rate ship, was built by those well-known 
ship-wrights, Messrs. Adam and Noah Brown, 
at their ship-yard, in New- York city, for the 
China trade, under the superintendence and 
inspection of the author. She was double- 
flush decked, and pierced for 22 guns, and 
proved a fast sailing vessel, of speed, perhaps, 
equal to any sloop of war of the navy. !Her 
burthen was rather under 300 tons, and her 
keel was laid on the blocks on the first day of 
March, 1807. She was launched, and sailed 
from the port of New-York for China, on the 
26th day of May, 1807, under the command 
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and direction of the author, and arrived back 
at the same port from her^voyage to Canton, with 

a full cargo of China goods, March 6th,.lj308. 
Thus she was built, coppered, rigged, launc'ied> 
and performed her voyage to China and back, 
in the short space of 12 months and 6 days 
from the day her keel was laid on the blocks. 
—Impressed with this, I believe that it is 
doubtful, if there be an instance on record of 
such singularly unexampled skill and despatch 
of performance in the ship-wright business, 
and nautical management, of or from any 
country or nation existing, as in the case of 
this ship, on this, her construction and voyage. 
What transpired and occurred, other than what 
would be expected on a similar ordinary voy- 
age to Canton and back, during this voyage in 
the Tonquin, is hereby related in the following, 
viz: — 

A singular affair when oS the wild coast of 
Java, — and also the transactions mentioned 
and met with on the passage up the China sea, 
and while at Canton. 

On our passage out, after entering the Strait 
of Sunda, our ship had arrived abreast of a 
bay, on the Java shore, a short distance east- 
ward of Mew Island. During the night in a 
calm, she was set by the current in shore, into 

such shoal water, that it became prudent tc^ 

8 
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bring her to an anchor at a short distance, 
somewhat less than a mite, from the shore of 
fhis wild native coast. When morning came 
we ifoand our ship situated thus, near the 
shore. As soon as broad day-light came, the 
natives, observing the ship so near, riding at 
anchor, an opportunity so inviting to them, 
Came oflf in their canoes ; but all, save one, 
keeping just without bailing distance. That 
one contained only a single native, whom we 
presumed to be a chief, as he was g^kudily 
dressed, and accoutred with a feather cap, 
xfiounted on his cranium, with waving plumes 
stuck in or attached to it, made of the feathertt 
plucked from that courageous monarch of the 
barriri/ardy the male domestic fowl. His face 
'Was painted in streaks, or characters, with 
eolours of red and white. Thus beautified, his 
jet-black teeth, contrasted with his blood-red 
lips ; — he was truly savage ! In fact, his 
•whole appearance was wild and fantastic in- 
deed ; and while, according to their custom 
and habit of sitting with much native pride, 
thus accoutred in his canoe, which had a line 
fast to the ship's quarter, he was thus situated 
when the author came on deck. 

On emerging from the companion gang- 
way, I observed the first officer, Mr. Mackay, 
a very worthy nautical citizen, as weU as (tf a 
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yery pleasant disposition, leaniiig over th# 
quarter-railing, and endeavouring, bj sigkis, 
&c., to barter with this singularly adorned 
native in the canoe, for the fowls, fruiti &o., he 
had brought off. Close by the officer's side, on 
tiptoes, to enable him to see over the rail, peep- 
ing over it, with his eyes rivetted on the savage 
in the canoe, was my apprentice-boy Bill, an 
active, quick, observing child, now only ia his 
eighth year. On my observing to Mr. Mackay, 
^- What have we here, and what does this bar- 
barian want?" he answered, "A native, sir, 
from this wild coast ; and it seems he has come^ 
off from the shore to trade — ^I am trying to 
barter with him for the refreshments he hat, 
brought off;" then dryly adding, ''he appears 
disposed not to be willing to receive any thing 
for them which we can conveniently spare, 
but wants and insists upon a white boy to 
roast !" — ^Bill, on hearing these w(»rds, looked 
up at the first officer, much affiighted, and 
then at me, with a most pitiful counteilance :r^-^ 
observing the boy in such affiight, and to ptit 
him at his ease again, 1 said kindly to him^ 
'^ Never you mind, Bill, what tiiis savage-look^ 
ing fellow wants ; if you continue to be, afl 
heretofore, a smart and good-behaved boy, 
neither he nor any other man*eating savage 
shall have jon to roast, not if he would give 
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118 our ship full of gold, — -nor for all the fowl»- 
and fruit the whole race of them on shore can 
produce ; therefore keep your mind easy, and 
go to your duty with the steward." Bill made 
his bow, with thanks, and marched ofF to the 
steward's room. At that time, nothing more 
was thought or said on the subject. The bar- 
ter being soon finally accomplished with the 
Batiye, he paid, and the fowls^ fruit, &c., re-^ 
cei ved on board, a breeze springing up from 
off the land, the ship was inmiediately got un- 
der way, and the natives all left us for the 
shore, our ship steering out of the bay. At 
eight bells, the steward came to set the break* 
fast table, (a part of the boy Bill's duty being 
to keep the knives and forks scoured bright,) 
and now wanting the knives and forks, no Bill 
was to be found ! On the alarm being given 
that he was missing, the ship was thoroughly 
searched fore and aft, below and aloft, but no 
boy Bill could be found, or any answer obtain- 
ed, to the loud calls on his name. In this 
dilemma, painful as it was to my own feehngs, 
and to those of the officers, particularly of Mr. 
Mackay, I presume there was not one on 
board, but now felt for the loss of poor boy 
Bin. Being thus painfully disappointed, after 
our* thorough search throughout every part of 
the ship, we were forced to come to the conclur^ 



k 
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sion, that thd boj, ib or during the usuail 
bustle of weighing anchor, had, unobs^fred, 
got knocked, or fallen oTerboard^ iind wa4 
drowned. This sad cdnclusion of ours was 
then fuUj believed by us all ; and it was h^a]^ 
rending tp myself tod oQoers, thus to lose out 
sprightly boy. 

In this belief we remained until the aftet^ 
boon of the third day, when, to our vexy 
agreeable surprise, the enigma wa&l explaindd^ 
by the boy Bdl appearing in full life before Otur 
view ! and all were relieved from distressful 
feelings, because Bill was alive and among us 
again. 

On investigatitig this rety remarkable and 
singular affair, it appeared, that, after making 
the land, (Java Head,) on the day previous to 
anchoring, in the evening after passing the 
Head, and entering the strait, the seamen in 
their circle on the forecastle, had been relating 
their tough-yams, relative to the kind of pe<^ 
pie which inhabited this land, to which the ship 
was now so near. Such an. extensive country 
of mountains and valleys, covered by a wilder- 
ness of forest trees, in such green, and luxuri- 
ous appearance must have numerous inhabi!- 
tants of some kind of people ; and some two 
or thtee of their number that had passed along 
here before, dldclared that they were savages of 

8* 
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die worst kind, and known to be man-eateiii. 
Nothing conld please them so well, as they had 
been informed, as to have a fat, well-fed white 
person, to roast, or bake in the ground, after 
their manner of cooking, to make a good meal, 
in their gormandizing cannibal feasts. To this 
tough-yam, the boy Bill (unknown to the ao- 
thor until subsequently after the embezzlement 
of himself) had been an attentive listener. And 
when he placed himself in the morning by the 
side of the first officer, to have a view of the 
savage in his canoe, he had asked what that 
ugly looking fellow wanted. Mr. Mackay jo- 
cosely answered him, " the fellow, Bill, is en- 
deavouring to make me understand, that he 
wants a white boy to roast." Just at this mo- 
ment the author stepped up to join them from 
the cabin gang-way, as before related, and ad- 
dressed to Mr. M. his inquiry : Bill was then 
sent away to the steward's room. Knowing 
that the steward some few days previous, 
in replenishing his bread room, had taken a 
moiety of the bread out of a large bread cask, 
and headed up the cask again, a side piece of 
the heading which had got broken, having been 
flung aside, and not put again in its place, in 
the heading of it up. Bill remembered, that in 
this condition the cask had been stowed back 
in its berth again among its fellows, in the 
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ship's waist below deck, and had left a break- 
age of a few inches betweea ita deficient brok- 
en h^ad, and the next cask, in the longer, or 
tier forward of it, just sufficient for him to 
squeeze his body through, and into the nuUedge 
bread cask. On the steward's leaving him in 
his room, the morning he was missing, to go 
on deck at the time the ship was getting under 
way, Bill as he subsequently confessed, did not 
feel perfectly safe, or surely certain (his own 
words) but that the ugly looking savage, might 
yet persuade us to deliver him up or succeed 
in getting him to roast. It made him, he said, 
feel dreadfully horrible, (still all his own 
words) notwithstanding what the author had 
said to encourage, to cheer up, and also assur- 
ed him he had nothing to fear, had not the in- 
tended effect, as the trouble on his mind. Al]. 
this induced him,. nevertheless, on thinking of 
th0 . bread cask. to. promptly repair to it, and 
stow himself in, while the steward was on deck. 
He went therefore and crept into the nuUisdge 
cask, and did not answer when called to, as he 
feared the ugly savage would not be gone. 
Here secreted he had subsisted on the bread, 
cautiously cobring cmt in the dead, or still time 
of the night to the steward's pitcher for a drink 
of water, and quickly back again to his hiding 
place. Thus «ly , he» had remained uxxdiscovet^^ 
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ed until this afternoon, being the third day of 
his. being missing ; when the steward oti pro- 
ceeding with the cooper and his gang, to re^ 
emit agdin bis store of bread in the bread room, 
. on parbuckling out, and unheading this nul- 
ledge cask, behold, there was discovered, sit* 
ting with his chiii on his knees, monkey like^ 
mir lost, supposed drowned, and missing boy 
Bill, who pertly looked up as if nothing unu- 
sual had occurred, as if nothing had taken 
place out of the ordinary and daily course of 
affairs. He quickly asked the steward, before 
moving to get out, if that ugly Indian was gone. 



CHAPTER II. 

.Ship arrives at Macoa — A sp(*ck of war — A typhoon — Bri- 
tish squadron — PooIj Sapata and Baltimore Company ship 
^— llagin^ sea — Singular effect 6r^-Change of the mon* 

. 'soon — Passage up the Tygris- Commodore Pelew^— His 
declaration-r»State of war — President and U« S. consul—- 
Unpleasant mate of affairs — Author's determination to put 
to sea — Chinese pilot, and hout — The agreement 

On our ship's arrival at Macoa* we found 
the state of affairs rather war-like, between 
Out countrymen, the Americans, and English; 
which, it was said, had been caused by an atr 
tempt^ by the teder of the commander of m 
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British brig of war, to press the men out of an 
armed American Baltimore schooner. This 
brought on a battle between them, in which 
the captain of the schooner was reported tO; 
have been slain, as also a lieutenant of the 
brig, with some few men on both sides. The 
schooner was carried, and taken by boarding, 
and sent to Calcutta. This the author found, 
to be the situation of affairs on anchoring in 
the road at Macoa. 

On referring back I would here remark, that 
on our passage across and up the China sea, 
we experienced one of those violent Typhoons, 
to which this sea is subject, in which at some 
degrees to the north-east of our situation at the 
time of its greatest violence, and nearer to the 
China coast than our ship then was, were a 
British squadron consisting of two frigates, and 
a sloop of war; also, in their company were 
two East India ships, with an American ship 
belonging to Boston, which were, by the infor* 
mation we subsequently received, all dismast- 
ed in this Typhoon. The smaller 36 gun .fri- 
gate, it was said, worked much in her frame, 
by the effect of the storm and sea, and the 
weight of her metal, she having at one time, as 
report stated, ten feet water in her hold, and 
was forced to throw overboard, as : a sacrifice 
to Neptune, moharob of the ocean, for their 
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safety, and as a contribution to His Majest^s 
element, the greatest part of her g^iis, to enable 
them to free her, prevent her from foundering, 
and survive the Typhoon; with regard to 
ourselves on passing the Island of Poloo Sa- 
pata, and entering the China sea, we had then 
the commencement of this gale and violent 
storm from the west-south-west, at which time, 
while our ship was scudding on her course un- 
der a reefed foresail, we passed under the stem 
of the Baltimore China Company's ship, which 
was at the time lying to under her storm sails, 
and which did not, by such plan of procedure 
or judgment, arrive in Canton until forty-three 
days after our ship. This gale having increas- 
ed into the Typhoon, and thereby changed the 
monsoon in the China sea, and settled it, in the 
opposite one, blew from the north-east quarter 
of the compass, in a steady wind, of course, in 
seaman's phrase, dead-a-head, or, after the 
gale and Typhoon were over, directly against 
the Baltimore ship's course which was to pass 
up across the China sea. On the contrary, by 
our improving it, and scudding before this fair 
gale, we run our ship across the Mackles- 
field Bank, and thus secured our passage. 
During the heaviest part of the Typhoon, we 
were crossing over the northern part of the 
Macklesfield Bank, and at this time our food 
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little ship was ploughing the surface of the 
foaming and raging sea, as buoyantly and as 
lively as a duck. The Typhoon was now 
blowing from the point of compass S.S.W* 
and driving us along at the rate of t*^n or 
eleven miles per hour. Our top-gallant-yards 
were on deck, the masts housed, all steering- 
sail booms down on deck from off the yards^ 
and every sail was furled, and double stopped, 
or bouiid to the yards with double gasketing; 
and additional lines. Every thing was as anug 
as our skill and rupe lashings could make them, 
and not a yard or stitch of canvass was set 
Thus snug, and thus swiftly wdre we gliding 
along over the foaming surface, and as it were 
flying before the raging elements; yet we 
nevertheless experienced while going at this 
late during the space of about fourteen bours^ 
the foUowiug extraoklinary fact, which I had 
nev^r before observed. This was the uncom* 
mon forte and singular effect of the motion of 
the raging seas, which would break against 
our alert ship's stern in such a manner, with 
such violent rage, and with such gfiant-like force, 
ai^ to sweep over her tafferel and roll forward 
on the deck over and over, as on a beach: 
Generally each foaming sea broke at the au- 
thor's station by the wheels-man. Secured by 
rope to assist the cun, two resolutei eooU audi 
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thorough bred tars, were at the wheel. Here 
it was about middle-waist deep, as it broke 
over the tafFerel atid rolled forward. These 
[Strokes of white wave- force were so great, and 
of such weight when they broke against the 
ship's stem, that they dashed the yawl boat, ii^ 
her tackles against the stern, so as to bring the 
boat's gunwales so near together, as to be but 
half their correct distance apart, driving the 
ends of her thawts, or plank seats through her 
sides. When our ship thus received these 
strokes of the sea or Wave, she would tremble^ 
in common saying, like an aspen leaf, in the 
wind, but still like a good race horse of ster* 
ling bottom would keep alert on her legs ; as a 
sportsman would say. 

The Cun. — To the helmsman, — Steady, — 
steady, sir, — port, — port, sir, — ^steady, — steady^ 
sir, — starboard — starboard, sir, — port steady, 
— steady, sir, — ^that's well-done, my good fel- 
lows, — and keep a sharp eye at the swing of 
her bows, — ay-ay, sir, starboard hard a-star^ 
board, — hard a-star board, sir,^ — ^port steady, — 
steady, sir,-— that's handsome, my lads, cheerly, 
cheerly, our good bark glides over the mouur 
tain wave like a duck, be careful to keep your 
quids,* my brave fellows, like true tars, on the 

• Jack Tar's mbuthful of negro head tobacco, not ovdt 
the size of a hen's egg. 
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right side, and she will carry us safe, rely on it: 
Whea the Typhoon ceased, the wind during 
it, having gradually veered around to the south- 
south-east, and to east, it fell calm, for a few, 
hours, leaving with us an ugly cross sea, in 
which our ship was now compelled to labour^ 
and niaking it very uncomfortable for us on 
board, she wallowing, rolling, and jerking, as if 
to strain every bolt, and yam out of its place. 
However, we had now the satisfaction to com- 
fort us, that during the violent Typhoon, wa 
had escaped from all damage of note, saved 
our masts and spars, and had the good fortune 
to run our ship up the China sea, to a station la 
the north-east part of it. This secured pur 
prompt passage to Canton, against the north* 
east monsoon, when it should set in ; which it 
soon did, ad we had conjectured. It set in with 
a regular monsoon breeze springing up from: 
the north-east, when we made sail and steered; 
in for the China coast ; as our ship passed, 
along, we had a view of the Island of Pedro 
Banca. After passing it, and on arriving near 
the Lema Islands, we obtained a pilot for Ma-, 
coa, who brought the ship at anchor in the road 
abreast of that city. Eariy the next morning, 
the author, by the aid of his boat, paid a visit 
to that city for the purpose of procuring (ac- 
cording to the China custom) a river pilot for 

9 
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llie ship to Whamppa, and a Mandarin pass for 
Canton, which for everj ship or yessel boiind 
tip the river must be here first procured. Aa 
soon as these were accomplished, the author 
returned on board, and the Chinese pilot 
shortly after came off on board, when our ship 
was immediately got under way, inoving on 
her passage up the river Tygris, 

On passing the British squadron eamiatrng 
at this time of two frigates, a sloop, and hrig 
of war at anchor at Lin-ting, a boat with & 
lieutenant, and a petty officer came alongside 
our ship and the officers stepped promptly on 
board. In the instant after die shake of the 
hand, the lieutenant, cast an eye aloft;, then 
fore and aft, and turning to the author witli a 
look of much surprise in his countenance, said : 
*' Had you not the Typhoon ? " '^ Yes, sir^ in 
its highest rage, I believe." ^' How the d— 1 
tiien did you contrive to save your masts,<'<-*^ur 
ships were all dismasted, and we had our 
bands fully employed to keep them above wa* 
ter, — ^there is also a countryman of yours here, 
a Bostonian^ that was dismasted in it, who is 
now at anchor at an island below ; but, by the 
lion, I cannot see about your ship a yam 
stranded, or spar injured. Why, my good sir, 
your ship appears as if just out of your hom« 
port.'* We had in the short apace of good wea- 
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ther since the Typhoon, painted and slicked Up 
OUT ship to enter port to the credit of America^ 
and now she was allrar^unto^ with skj-sail 
yards aloft. " Thank you, sir, for your com* 
jpliment ; we scud our ship throughout thai 
Typhoon, she behaved like a good boat^ and 
did our duty in the best manner, to prevent het 
being wounded." " Well^ sir, you will not be 
offended ; but I must remark, Yankees, as you 
are, your ship gives us a rare evidence of Ama-* 
rican seamanship." After attending to ibB 
examination of our men, and finding them aD 
Americans, they very politely wished us a safe 
passage up the river, and took their depart 
ture. Our ship now proceeded up through 
the Bocca, and passed the forts, at this place 
located at the chops, and on an island at the 
river^s mouth. We kept on, steering up the 
river to the anchorage at Whampoe Island^ 
which is about ten miles from die city: o£ 
Canton. 

Not long after our arrival here, an occuiy 
renoe took place, which produced much xatr 
l^asant and acrimonious feeling between the 
English and Americans. It was reported toi 

have arisen on account of some observatioDS 

« 

relating to the capture of the Baltimore schoon^ 
er heretofore motioned, which Commodore 
Pelew had heard of; and which, as it was told 
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him^ and as it was sisserted by the Americans,- 
9upported by their consul iat Canton, was much 
ftgainst British honour. Commodore Pelew, 
the eldest son of Admiral Lord Exmouth, the 
senior officer in command of the British fleet of 
men of war on this station, induced by this, in- 
tended, as was said, to make war on the Ame- 
ricans. In corroboration, he sent word up to 
Canton, that he would soon come up to Whain* 
poa, with the boats of his fleet, and capture 
every American vessel there. On learnings- 
this the Americans at that anchorage, being 
eleven sail, mustered their forces, supercargoes, 
captains, officers, and men of their fleet, at a 
collected meeting, to decide what was best to 
be doi^e. Not feeling inclined by any threat 
to tamely submit, it was resolved, and agreed 
to by all to stand by, support and defend each 
other to the last, and to use everv honourable, 
endeavour and means, to protect their persons 
and property, come what might of the threat 
(if true) sent up by the commodore. They de- 
termined to defend their ships with the stern- 
est courage, and with true Yankee spirit to the 
last. 

>■ On this resolve every thing was promptly 
and properly organized. A first and second 
oommodore to the American fleet, were named 
and authorized by vote, with all other necessary. 



T^ THE GHXNA SBA. i 



officers; and mstantly commenoed training^uid 
disciplining the whole force of the AmerieaiL 
ships' crews- 

Two of the ships were selected and agreed 
upon as first and second commodore^ to the; 
fleets which two were dropped down, and 
moored in cfaannel*waj» half-a^mile below tb9 
others. A full complemcnEit of men, with addi« 
tional battery train ; ample' anmiunitiany small 
arms« &e.9 were taken from the other ships;,; 
and put on board of those of the commodores; 
Likewise the officers and crews of all the shipt 
were organized into divisions, and regular day 
and night sentries set, and relieved. Armed 
boats rowed guard around and through the 
fleet, following each other in the lapse of short 
spaces of time, during the night In fact, everjr 
means were put in requisition to give the foe ar 
warm and American reception, should he come 
up and attack them, and to thus defend and 
retain possession of our ships and property, a9 
well as our persons, at erery risk. Thus it 
was a complete state of war. In this condition 
were affiurs situated, when the author's shipi: 
fhe Tonquin, had receired all her cargo on 
board, and was ready for aea. Two othet 
American ships had isilso been ready for sea fot 
some days previous, but their captains and 
supercargoes did not Ihibk it proper to risk 

9* 
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sailing, under the belief that they would sure- 
ly be captured by commodore Pelew's squadron, 
and sent to Calcutta, agreeably to his reported 
threat ; they therefore remained still at Wham- 
poa, in indecision. 

As soon as it was promulgated that the Ton- 
quin would immediately sail, and run the tisk, 
all eyes, as it were, were directed to this ship. 
However, the author, while in the state of war, 
as related, had seen commodore Pelew, up at 
Canton, who was then informed by the presi- 
dent of the British East India Company's 
Council, that the author was the same person 
to whom the commodore's father, Lord Ex- 
mouth, had showed such friendly favour, some 
years previous at Falmouth, in England, when 
the now commodore was a middy on board his 
father's frigate. By this occurrence, he now 
recognised the author, and it brought fresh to 
his recollection, his father's friendly notice, at 
that previous time, to him. The author was 
now advised of this, through his friend the 
president, who, with the most honourable feel- 
ings, was very anxious to have all these un- 
pleasant difficulties removed and "Bettled and 
harmony restored. The author was also most 
earnestly, desirous to effect the same, and 
thereby to proceed on his passage for New- 
York. The United States' consul and the 
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president^ had already tried every expedient 
to obtain an amicable settlement of those war- 
like and disagreeable proceedings now on the 
carpet ; but they had given up all present hopes 
of soon settling these most unpleasant difScul 
tieSi In this discouraging and hopeless situa-' 
tion,— and thus perplexed and nnpleasantly 
situated, the author at once determined to lay 
open his mind to the president, advise with 
him, and then depart with his ship down the 
river, and make the trial to put to sea for New- 
York. 

Accordingly, he waited on Mr. Roberts, the 
president, when an understanding and arrange- 
ment was concluded upon, which was : — That 
the author should sail with his ship down the 
river for sea, and should she be stopped and 
detained, by the men-of-war, at Ling-ting, 
(commodore Pelew being now at Canton city,) 
the author should then despatch a line to the 
president, stating the fact, when he would im- 
mediately, on receipt of it, wait on commodore 
Pelew, and try what could be done, as possibly 
it might open a friendly door to the amicable 
settlement of all difficulties, and re-establish 
peace and harmony. 

Matters being thus, arranged, the author 
promptly repaired on board of his ship, where 
he made a confidential agreement with the 
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Chinese pilot> to the following effeclr-rtbe con- 
ditions of which were ; — that if the Tonqaia 
should he stopped and detained, hj the Bri&h. 
squadron, at anchor below the Bocca, (inoutih 
of the river») at Lin-tingi he, the pilot, should 
then send his partner, or go himself, very 
chop-chop, (with great despatch^) in his pilot* 
boat back^ up the river to Canton, with the 
author's chop, (letter,) to any gentleman, and 
which should be delivered as directed, truly, 
very chop-chop. For this and the boat's ser- 
vice, and prompt delivery of the chop, the 
gentleman who would receive it, or the author, 
would pay him well, as agreed ; — ^And if the 
chop did not cause his ship to be released, 
then the pilot should be immediately, on the 
return of his boat from the city to the ship, 
paid and dismissed. 

To these conditions the pilot readily as- 
sented, and agreed also to keep his boat, 
with his partner in her, constantly within c<m- 
venient signal distance of the Tonquxn, during 
her passage down the river, until she should 
be past the British squadron, or taken and de« 
tained by them. Thus, eviery thing being set*, 
tied and arranged, our ship was prepaxed and 
put in readiness for sea. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Tonquin sails from Whainpoa — ^British fleet — Ship taken by 
superior force — Despatch the pilot boat — Council signal 
displayed from the flag ship-^Release of the Tonquin-* 
Handsome^ and courteous conduct of the British lieuta^ 

' iftint — Honourable and generous proceedings of Commo- 
dore Pelew, a son worthy of his noble sire, Lord Ez« 
mouth — War state ended in peace — ship departs from 
Grand Lad rone — Her arrival safe at New- York. 

November 18/A, 1807. — All being now on 
board and ready, the Tonquin was forthwith 
unmoored and got nnder way, and proceeded 
down the river. When near the second bar 
we met and boarded the Ship Hope, Captain 
Reuben Brumley, belonging to the same own* 
ers, Messrs. E. & H. Fanning, and W. Coles, 
merchants in the city of New- York. The 
Hope was. from the Feejee Islands,* in the 
South Pacific, with a cargo of sandal wood, &c. 
The author paid a visit oh board of her and 
after exchanging the news, friendly salutations, 
Slc.j with Captain B., bid them a good-bye, re- 
turning on board the Tonquin. At sun-settings 
when within a mile of the Bocca, and fairly in 

• See Voyago of the Ship Hope. 
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sight of the British men of war, the tide then 
coming in a-head, and it falling calm, the pilot 
anchored the ship, to wait for the morning fair 
tide again. At dawn of day, the tide being 
now again in our favour, with also a moderate, 
fair breeze, which had spruog up from the 
northward, we weighed anchor, and passing 
the Bocca, steered directly for the British 
squadron, under only our gib and staysails, be- 
ing, during the time, employed in catting, and 
stowing our anchor, clearing up the decks in 
readiness for making sail, should we be per- 
mitted to pass. When within half a mile of 
the flag ship, a gun was fired from her, and 
iheir colours hoisted, when we displayed the 
American stripes and stars, at our mizen peak« 
On this two launches and five barges full of 
armed men put off from the vessels of the fleet; 
taking a position directly across the path of our 
ship's course, and as she came up with them 
the launches pulled a little farther off, to board 
us on the outer or starboard side of our ship. 
The barges on the inner or larboard side, pull- 
ed promptly without hailing alongside, in- 
stantly boarded^ and at once filled our little 
ship's decks with marines and seamen led by 
their officers, armed and equipped ready for 
battle. The commanding lieutenant was re- 
ceived at the gangway by our first officer, Mr. 
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Mackay and attended aft to the quarter deck, 
where the author was standing by the hebns- 

man at the wheel. Mr. Mackay observied to 
him, ''the Captain, sir." The lieutenant then 
addressed the author in a commanding tone^ 
*^ Sir, you will direct your helmsman to stai^ 
board his helm, luff your ship around too and 
bring her at anchor under our commodore's 
steriL" ** Sir, I must decline your request, as I 
cannot consent to giiiro any such order, as my 
ship is bound direct for NewrYork;"—" Then^ 
sir, I shall take the liberty to do it for you," 
and calling to one of his seamen, '' Bob, here, 
take the wheel!' I then observed, " If you, sir, 
t3bink proper so to do, it is at your peril, as I 
muist then surrender the ship at your risk, from 
this time henceforth. As it would be perfect 
Qisdness, and absurdity, for me now to make 
resistance, even in, and by the snap of a pistol, 
as you. httve to appearance landed upwards of 
two hundred armed men on my deck8,-r*a little 
ship with twenty-four men in all, and only 
eight small carriage guns, it would be the 
height of folly to resist,— particularly when in 
addition the whole wejlght of metal of your 
squadron. is )pow levelled against us. (At this 
time we were passing the fl^g ship within pis* 
tol shot distance, and all the vessels of the 
fleet, with their tompions out kept slewing their 
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pieces, as we passed, and their battery pointed 
at us.) It certainly, therefore, would be mad« 
ness in me, sir, to make the least resistance; 
even to the flash x)f a pistol." He took the 
irony of my remarks, and coloured, evidently 
much mortified at them. Altering his tone, he 
said, ** Sir, I am sensible it is an unpleasant 
errand ; but, I must do my duty." He then or- 
dered my man to leave the wheel, and directed 
his Bob to take it, and luff the ship around un-* 
der the stern of their commodore, where they 
brought her to an anchor, and furled her sails. 
The officers and men (except two officers and 
ten men, seamen and marines, as a possession 
guard,) were then ordered to repair to their 
boats, taking away likewise all our men with 
their luggage, and clothing, except myself, the 
first officer, steward, and an apprentice boy. 
The lieutenant's being the last boat, after giving 
the officer, that was left in charge, his orders, 
he stepped into it,, having in her with him our 
second officfer, and carpenter. I observed to 
him, that the Tonquin was now sxurendered, 
and at his risk, taken by His Brittanic Majesty's 
force under, I presumed, his immediate com- 
mand, and now thereby lay at his risk. To this 
he only bowed assent ; I had previously directed 
Mr. Mackay, that if the British squadron should 
take our ship, and any of our men out of her 
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immediately to haul down our American en- 
sign. This he effected as the commanding 
lieutenant stepped into his boat, whereupon he 
promptly inquired of our second officer, *' What 
are your colours now hauled down for?" "I 
presume that the captain has directed it, as an 
evidence of the surrender of our ship to you, 
sir." "I believe," replied the lieutenant, "your 
commander is a shrewd Yankee." " He is a 
good father to us," remarked our carpenter, 
" and we think we have sufficient evidence, and 
feel confident that he understands his duty.*^ 
" He is a very singular, fatherly captain, indeed, 
to be sure," observed the lieutenant 

The author now caused the signal to be 
made for thei pilot's boat, to come alongside, 
and gave to him my letter, or chop as he would 
call it, to the president. At 8) A. M., he left 
the ship, saying by sunset he would deliver it 
as directed, — and truly the sequel will prove 
that he did, — for at 11, A. M., on the next day 
Commodore Pelew's barge hove in sight, with 
her colours flying, coming at a rapid rate, un« 
der canv€u$s and oars, from the city. Imme- 
diately after she got alongside the flag-ship, a 
signal was displayed from her main-mast, 
which the officer in chaige irf our ship, said 
was to call . all the 6apCJttdlt>or; ffonior afficen^ 

of the squadron ;to4*f(t 
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qaeiitly proved to be the fact. A boat was soon 
seen to put off from each ship and proceed 
alongside the oommodore. In abont thir^ mi* 
ziutes thereafter our crew were seen tossing 
their duds and luggage into the launch, and 
embarking in her, when she put off, steering 
for the Tonquin, accompanied in advance by 
the barge. In this, as she came alongside of 
us, appeared the lieutenant, .who had com-^ 
manded the force which boarded and took pos* 
session of our ship, with two other • officers. 
On their landing on our deck, he came prompt* 
Ijr aft, and in a pleasant and polite manner 
bade the author a good morning. As soon as 
he had received the return salutation, he very 
courteously and mildly observed, "I have or* 
ders, sir, from Commodore Pelew, to return 
eveiy individual of your crew on board of your 
ship again, «nd to take out our officers and 
men ; and immediately to get your ship under 
way, and see her placed safe in the channel, to 
your mind, as was her position^ when we 
boarded her. I have also farther commands 
from Commodore Pelew, to tender his apology 
for your detention, and his good wishes, that 
you may have a pleasant and safe passage. 
In addition, to a^sk if there is any thing that can 
by him be effiscted, for your aid, within the 
compass of his duty, or desire, and consistent 
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with His Majesty's service." All this was de* 
livered in the mojit pleasant, courteous, gentle- 
manly, and officer-like manner. In answer, the 
author remarked, that although he considered 
the act of detention of the Tonquin wrong, and 
injurious, he nevertheless was very thankful to 
Commodore Pelew, for his frank and prompt 
correction of the act, as well as for his kind 
assistance in the offer of replacing his ship in 
the channel again, and farther for his veiy 
friendly expressions. Being so politely and 
with so much friendly feeling requested, I 
added: "You will, my dear sir, much ohligci 
me in communicating to Commodore Pelew^ 
that he would place me ever under the greatest 
obligations, by causing peace and harmony to 
be again restored and established between his 
and my countrymen. If he will please to have 
this effeeted, — and let all the American ships 
pass unmolested put of the river on their pass^ 
age home, it would confer on me a favour^ that 
w;ould be ever thankfully appreciated, grate^ 
fully remembered and acknowledged." "I 
certainly will deliver to the commodore yomr 
request and desire,, sir ; and for myself I am 
free to remaric that I sincerely hope our un<< 
pleasant affair, in the detention of your shipi 
may eventually be the means of opening the 
door to the re*establishment of peace^ and har^ 
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monjr; the best of good, national feelings onght 
ever to exist, and be cherished by us." The Ton- 
quin's anchor was now promptly weighed, the 
ship bore off into the channel, and all sail was 
set to a light, but fair breeze. She wds then 
luffed to, and the lieutenant with his tlva bro- 
ther oflScers, after a parting glass, to our re- 
spective countries, took their leave expressing* 
the kindest friendly wishes, for our safe arrival 
to our country and friends. It was subse- 
quently ascertained that the author's wish and 
hope for peace turned out in the affirmative, 
and proved true as was desired. A friendly 
understanding was very soon thereafter brought 
about ; peace and harmony were re-established ; 
and every American ship was permitted there- 
after to pass unmolested the squadron of men 
of war, when going in, or bound out on their 
passage home. Thus ended this war-like affair, 
by the concluding, generous and meritorious 
conduct of Commodore Pelew, a son every 
way worthy of perpetuating the honourable 
and creditable acts of his noble father, Lord 
Exmouth. 

We now proceeded down the bay, passed in 
sight of the city of Macoa, at which time when 
abreast of it, we discharged our Chinese pilot, 
paid, and well satisfied, who very much chin- 
chinned us on his departure. 
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At 6, P. M., we took our departure from the 
Grand Ladrone, and without any thing occur- 
ring during our passage, more than ordinary 
on similar passages, we arrired safely atNewr 
York. 
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NAURATIVE SKETCH OP THE VOYAGE OP SHIP 
TONaUIN TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN, FEE- 
JEE ISLANDS, AND ON A NEW ROUTE TO CHINA, « 
WHEREBY IMPORTANT DISCOVERIES WERE MADE, 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF THAT ABLE VOYAGER, 
CAPTAIN R. BRUMLEY, ANDTHEDIRtCTIVEAGEN- 
CY OF THE AUTHOR, IN THE YEARS, 1808—1809. 

CHAPTER I. 

The cause and object of the voyage — Embargo in the 
UDited States — President Madison — Permission to sail on, 
and perform the voyage — Honourable Albert Gallatin— 
Tonquin sails from New-York — Gough's Island — Coast 
of New Holland — Mount Gardner — Ship anchors in King 
Greorge III. Sound — The sick with sea-scurvy landed — 
Natives of this part of New HoUhnd — Departure from 
King .George UI. Sound — Remarks relative to the Sound, 
and anchorage — Arrival at Tongataboo— Van Diemen's 
Road — Barter-trade with the natives — Dangerous navi- 
gation of the Feejee Archipelago— -Arrival at the Fee- 
jees — Ship visited by two young Princes— Fleet of war- 
canoes — Ship receives a welcome visit from King Tyna- 
hoa — The King's affectionate meeting with Mr. Brown — 
Ship arrives in Sandal Wood Road — Chiefs bring the cargo 
to the ship— -Other vessels arrive, waiting renioval of 
Taboo to trade — Tonquin has her cargo on board — Taboo 
raised — A truly affectionate parting with the King and 
youDg 
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Captain Brumley had, in his former vojr 
age,* contracted with the King of the Fee- 
jee Islands, for a cargo of sandal wood, to be 
brought from the mountains, cut into its pro- 
per length, the sap shaved off and piled on the 
small island at the harbour of Sandal Wood 
Bay, ready for b ship which would be sent out 
after it, withiu the course of eighteen moons^ 
{months,) but the now prevailing embargo in 
the United States prevented any ship sailing 
for it, unless special permission, as was pro^ 
vided for in the embargo law by Congress, 
relative to certain xBases, was granted by the 
President of the United States. Fearing that 
the wood, which is highly impregnated with 
essential oil, would lose all its virtue and 
value, by evaporation, and also that the time 
in the contract with the King would pass, and 
thereby release him from the contract, to our 
loss of the cargo, it was concluded to apply to 
President Madison, state our case plainly, and 
lay our contract, and our novel situation be- 
fore hiuL The case had this bearing, like- 
wise, that if a ship was not permitted to be 
sent out for the cargo of sandal wood, govern- 
ment would lose, as well as the citizens inte- 
rested^ the amoimt of duties which would 

* See Yoyi^ie ofthe Hope^ 
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arise ob the exchanged return-cargo of China 
g^ods. r 

Accordingly the owners, Messrs* E. and H- 
Fanning and W. Coles^ merchants in thecitj of 
New^York, applied to President Madison, fo? 
permission to send out aship. Messrs. W. Cedes 
and E. Fanning repaired to Washington city, laid 
the case before tiie Hon. Albert Gallatin, secrer 
tary of the treasury, who, after attentively hear* 
ing their explanations of its merits, &c:, and 
their views of the proposed voyage, for which, 
permission was requested, then gave his own 
views^ and laid the same, with the application, 
before the President. His Excellency, after due 
consideration, granted permission for a ship to 
proceed to the Feejee Islands, take the cargo 
of wood to Canton, and then, after exchanging 
it there for China goods, to return with the 
same direct to New- York. Permission from 
government being now obtained, the superior, 
New-York built ship Tonquin, was taken up, 
well armed and amply fitted, in every respect, 
for the voyage. She was placed under the- 
command of the welMnformed and talented 
Captain Reuben Brumley. 

Wednesdai/ildtJi of hifie, 1808.— The Ton- 
quin sailed from New-York, and at 3, P. M . oflF 
Sandy Hook, Captain B., with all good feelings, 
parted with hiji friends, who had accompanied 
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him thus far to wish him a happy and pleasant 
voyage. At this time, also, he discharged tha 
pilot. 

The gallant ship now filled away, under a 
cloud of canvass, with a fine breeze from the 
S. by W. At 4, P. M., they took their depart- 
ure from Sandy Hook hght, it then bearing 
W. J S., 3 leagues distant. And, says the jour- 
nalist, except the surface of the ocean being 
deserted of its usual specks of white canvass, 
not any thing of note, (the passage being . so 
similar to that of the Hope and others,) occur- 
red until Monday, August 1st., when we fell 
in with the Brazil coast, in latitude T 39' south, 
and at our distance of six leagues from the 
land, the sea-wat^r was much coloured. Great 
quantities of rock- weed was floating on its sur- 
face, and, at the same time, large shoals of 
whales were playing around us. 

August 2^ih. — ^We had sight of Gough's Is- 
land, bearing S. by E., distant 10 leagues. 
This island may be seen in clear weather, I 
presume at least, at 20 leagues distance. At 
noon, it bore S^.W., distant 16 leagues, and I 
make its latitude to be 40"" 24' south, longi- 
tude, lO'' 46' west, variation 16° 20' west 

Friday^ 7th of October, 1808.— The coast of 
New Holland was in sight, bearing N.E. distant 
8 leagues ; at noon Cape Chatham bore N .E i E« 
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distant 7 miles, and whales innumerable vretm 
playing around us in every direction. 

October 8/A.— At 8, A. M., Mount Gardner 
bore N.E. i E* distant 5 leagues, Cape Bald 
Head, N.E. distant 2 leagues, and Eclipse Is-' 
lands, W.N. W., one mile. At 10, A. M., we 
were in the entrance of King George III. 
Sound, when the easternmost land in sight 
bore E. by N. distant 9 leagues, and Mount 
Gardner now bore N.E. by E. J E. distant 9i 
leagues, and Bald Head W. by S. one mile. 
Seal Island, up the bay, soon came within our 
yiew, which is situated up towards and near to 
the head of the Sound. We now worked the 
ship up the Sound, with a moderate breeze ahead; 
and came to at anchor in eleven fathoms water, 
sandy bottom, abreast of the- watering-place, 
which is at a fine sandy beach, extending al- 
most continuou.'<ly from the chop of Bald Head 
up to the head of the Sound or Bay. After 
furling the sails and clearing up decks, we 
hoisted out our boats, and Messrs. Stanton 
Brown, the supercargo, and S. Col^s, with 
myself, made use of one of them and landed 
on this beautiful beach, near to the rivulet of 
excellent fresh water. Here we selected a 
gpofrover a green lawn, for the erection of our 
tent for the accommodation of those sick with 
the sciffvj, and then sent Mr. Brown, the first 
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officer, with the carpenter, his mates, and a 
gang, to erect the tent. As soon as this was 
effected we landed and placed our Sick com- 
fortably in it, to feast on the scnrvy-grass, 
&c They even, directly after the first day 
passed, showed convalescent symptoms. For 
a wild country, this is an excellent place 
for refreshments, and the natives appear very 
simple and harmless. . It is convenient to good 
wood and watering, with an abundance of 
Ivild game, and a variety of excellent shell 
and scale fish. The various kinds are equal 
to any country : some of the rock-fish taken by 
us would weigh between twenty-five and thirty 
pounds ; ^nd those of the shell-fish, the oy 
iters, particularly, were of the most inviting 
quality. 

. ^ While here we had variable winds and 
weather, with showers of rain, at intervals, and 
also occasional calms. 

The natives visited us at the tent, on shore, 
in small parties^ only from three to six at a 
time, freely ' bartering their uii^outh stone 
hatchets and implements, &c., all except their 
arms, for knives, and trinkets, such as beads, 
bright metal buttons; &c. On their visiting 
our officers and people at the tent, when they 
arrived within a few rods of the tent, they 
would stop and shout aloud, and as soow^a 
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answered by our people, would then lay aside 
their arms, consisting of spears and war-clubsi 
and make signs for ours to put aside their 
arms, muskets, &c. ; — this being done, they 
would freely come up and join our men, and 
promptly proceed without fear or hesitation, to 
trading. 

Having completed our wood and water, and 
our sick on shore having recovered to a state 
of fair health again, we then, agreeably to 
instructions, buried a bottle, at a designated 
spot on Seal Island, and prepared our ship 
for sea. 

Friday^ 2l3t of October^ 1808.— ^We weighed 
our anchor and worked the ship out of the 
Sound, on our departure. At 4, P. M., Mount 
Gardner bore N*W. by W. and Bald Head 
Chop, or Cape, {all per compass,) W.N.W. 
distant 8 leagues, from which we took our de- 
parture. 

King George IH. Sound is free and clear 
of danger, in ingress or egress, and Bald Head 
Cape is such a remarkable head-land that it 
cannot be mistaken by the mariner, aided by the 
mark of Mount Gardner. 

Wednesday, December lt\ 1808.*— We came 
in sight of Eaoa, or Middleburgh Island, the cen- 
tre of which 1 place in latitude 21'* 23' S. and 
longitude 176** 27' W. of London. On the next 
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day, we entered Van Diemen's Road, with thd 
view of obtaining refreshments, when our ship 
was soon surrounded by a great number of ca 
noesK, with numerous natives in them, as also 

on the beach. A brisk trade of barter now 
commeuoed, continuing until sun-down, < foe 
hog^f bread-^fruit, yams, &o, &c., at which 
time we bore away and made sail for the Feet 
jees. On the 10th of same month, the Island 
of Fatoa, or Turtle Island, was within our 
view, and our ship soon entered on this most 
intricate and most dangerous navigation eves 
undertaken by man, viz :— the Archipelago of 
the Feejees. 

Sunday the 11/A*— We arrived off abreast 
the main outer wall reef, in sight of Tocon^ 
roba, the King's, or the Capital Island ,of the: 
groups. Late in the afternoon, we were visits 
ed by two young Princes, bringing some small 
presents of fruits, and to ascertain what aliip ifc 
was, whp was her commander, &c., &c. to re*- 
port to the King. They were overjoyed wheu: 
they learned whose ship it was, and that Mr. 
Brown, their adopted brother, was on board. 
His M^je$ty, they said, was well, and would 
be. gratified bt^yond measure to see them, and 
had got our treaty cargo of sandal wood cut, 
shaved, and piled up on the small Island, al- 
ready in waiting for us. Thus, in great haste, 

11 
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after completing their errand, and receiving 
from me a suitable return present^ they left us 
almost in ecstasy, to carry the good news» with 
all despatch, to His Majesty, saying, that the 
King would visit our ship in the morning. This 
assurance was confirmed by an earnest re- 
mark at the moment they departed in their 
large and highly ornamented canoe, for the 
shore. 

During the night a number of fires or lights 
were seen by us, from on board the ship, in 
different parts on the land, which we concluded 
were to give Mght to the natives in their work 
of gathering fruits, yams, &c., for a bartei* 
trade with us. This subsequently proved to 
be the fact, as very early in the morning the 
ship was surrounded by numisrous canoes^ 
large and small, which brought off to us an 
abundance of hogs, bread-fruit, yams, cocoa 
nuts, &c. The yams had the dirt fresh upon: 
them, and corroborated the assertion of the na« 
tives, affording conclusive evidence, that they 
had been pulled during the night by the lights, 
as we had conjectured. 

When mommg came, at 8, A. M., a fleet 
of war canoes in great state appeared in sights 
steering for tiie ship. On inquiring of the 
natives, now trading with us, they informed^ 
us, that the fleet was coming with their King, 
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Tynahoa, to pay a visit to the captaia of our 
diip. His Majesty was soon within our view, 
seated on the platform or deck of the double, 
large, war canoe, under an awning, in great 
state, accompanied by the two young Princes, 
who had paid their respects to us last even- 
ing ; and also surrounded by a few of his prin.^ 
cipal chiefs. On their coming alongside the 
ship, a scene was presented before our eyes, 
which, I believe, moved the feelings of every, 
individual on board of her, as well as the chiefs 
in attendance on His Majesty. I met and re* 
ceived His Majesty with congratulations, on the 
forepart of my quarter deck, and, after the ne*: 
ce$sary friendly salutations, I stepped aside, 
introducing his former adopted son, Mr. Brown, 
The King instantly encircled him in his arms, as 
if a child, when one minute passed, and another, 
and yet another— i-His Majesty seemingly too 
much absorbed by his feelings to be willing tq 
slack up his embrace*^'— with the continued ex- 
pressions^ **,My son ! my son ! " The large, 
pearly drops rolled down his cheeks, and he 
wa$, to all appearance, quite oveijoyed^ and af- 
fectionately unmanned in again meeting with 
his adopted son ! This scene seemed, appa- 
rently, not only to petrify our officers and men, 
as they gazed on it^ but also the nfttives, fixing 
them» like statues, on the deck. 
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The King spent an honr on board in making^ 
inquiries, &c., and informing me that he had 
kept and fulfilled our treaty faithfully thus far, 
and that the like full faith, on his part, should 
be continued to the end. This proved to be 
correct, as the sequel will show. 

Several English vessels, it seems, from Port 
Jackson, had been there after sandal wood, 
&c., and for trade durrag my absence, two of 
which were now lying at anchor in the hai> 
hour, waiting for the Taboo (prohibition) to be 
raised; but not a treo had been disposed of; 
and farther, agreeably to the faith of said 
treaty, a full ship's cargo was now prepared 
and piled on the island, ready for me. This, 
the King said, should be brought by his chiefs 
alongside, and delivered^ on board of my ship, 
as soon as I should desire, after our ship 
should be anchored in Sandal Wood Harbour, 
or Road. Then, after welcoming us over and 
over, and presenting me with a very large, fat 
hog, yams, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruits, and 
receiving, in return, a suitable (so here consid- 
ered,) royal present from me, with that also 
brought for him by his adopted son, and ob- 
taining positive assurance from me, that his 
son, Mr. Brown, should be at liberty to repair 
on shore, at His Majesty^s residence, immedi- 
ately after the ship was brought at anchor in 
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the harbour, His Majesty and court at^ndahtai 
departed for the shore. 

After sailing through the narrow passage of 
the main reef, and bringing our ship td anchor 
in the harbour of Sandal Wood Bay, Mr. 
Brown promptly, and agreeably to our under* 
standing, went on shore, to the King's resi^ 
denee, and retnained there the most of the tini^ 
during our stay. As soon as His Majesty was 
informed that our ship was ready, his chieft 
commenced bringing the wood from the island 
alongside ; but nevertheless, as they would, in 
spite of all our coaxing and persuasion, take it 
leisurely, in their own way and time, and as 
they had their wars and feasts to attend to, we 
were delayed until the month of March, before 
the cargo could be all shipped and on board. 
However, as some consolation for this delay", 
the King had complied bountifully, for we had 
to stow our latmch in her chocks full, and also 
to take a quantity on deck, to receive all on 

board which he bad provided; 

This being now accomplished, the Royal pro- 
hibition, or Taboo, by His Majesty's proclama- 
tion, through his chiefs, was raiised, or taken off, 
to the great relief and gladness of those waiting 
in the other vessels, which had been so long here 
in tried patience, waiting to purchase. , Trade 
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with all comers was now again freely «peir 
mitted. * 

. Full supplies of fuel, water, with a plentiful 
tea stock of hogs, fowls, yams. bread*fruits, 
icc.y being received on board, and after, as I 
beUeve, a truly friendly and affectionate partr 
ing with the King and his sons, the young 
Princes, who had got strongly attached to us, 
and a promise, (which no presents^ or argu^ 
BQiehtative sayings, could put aside,) to return 
ligain in eighteen moons, if our owners should 
80 decide and direct :— being now ready, we 
oleaied up ship to sail and proceed to sea. 



C H A P T B R II. 

Ship departs from the Feejees— Remarks on the passage tQ 
sea — Ship takes a new route for China — Meets with 
tnuch driftwood, &c. — Discover the Tonquin Islands — 
Pass Dough's Group — ^Volcano Island — ^Its columns of 
smoke — Discover the Group of Equator Isles-^^Sgns of 
Inhabitants — Discover an extensive and nnportant Group 
of Islands, to which they give the oame of Americaii 
Group— Dangerous situation of the ship-— Arrival at Caiy 
ton — Sail for New- York — Arrival., 

Thursday, 2\st of March, 1809.— We pro- 
ceeded with the ship through the pass in th^ 
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main Irall reef^ alid took our departure 'froiii 
the F^eejeee. / 

Remarks;*'— On the passage to sea, from the 
anchorage at Sandal Wood Road, by the way 
or pass, by Union Point,— (note, that all bear- 
ings and courses are taken by compass,)— 
having! Union Point bearing E. about one mile 
distant, (which is a small point south of Coro- 
bata, distant from it three miles,) then direct 
your course W.S, W. for nine or ten miles^' 
which will bring the body of the Islands cif 
Antua, (which are situated very close together,) 
to bear north, distant between two and three 
miles from your ship ; then steer west, and if 
it be now clear weather, you will soon see the 
Island of Levo Callow, bearing W.N.W. This 
island cannot be mistaken for any other island, 
as there is no other on th^ starboard hand, after 
leaving Antua. Levo Callow may be iseen 
ten leagues off, appears round and even on the 
top, and is about a mile in circumference. 
When Levo Callow bears N.W., you will see 
Bligh's Island) (called by the natives, Assava,) 
iBkhead on your larboard bow. Bligh's Island 
is long and low, excepting one high peak 
about its middle, the east etd extending out to 
within about eight miles :6f Levo Callow. One 
mile N;£. froiB-thiSTend ot point, lie two small 
idandsyisutrouadiid with reefs ; your officer cm 
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Hie look-'Out at the mast head, will plkinij see 
them, when running down from Antaa. There 
is also, as will be seen, an extensive range of 
reefs, which put out from that island, quite 
down to Levo Callow. Be careful to give this 
reef, or range, a good berth, as there are strag- 
gling rocks, or small patches of reef out at 
some considerable distance from its main range. 
The Ship Hope ran over one of these patches, 
but, by good fortune, did not touch. In the 
Tonquin, by our sharp look-out, and close at- 
tention, we did but just escape running our ship 
on one of them. 

Continue your course west until Levo Cal- 
low bears north, which carries you clear of all 
the reefs and dangers; then ^teer north by 
west, or N. by W. i W;, keeping Levo Cal- 
low on your starboard hand. You may pass 
within a mile of it, in a fine clear channel of 
five or six miles broad, leading to sea. After 
passing with the Tonquin through this chan- 
nel, at 6, P. M. we took our depature from 
Levo Callow, it bearing S.E. by E. distant 
three miles, and being situated in latitude 15^ 
47' south, longitude, 176** 41'. east of London} 
We now took aikd steered on a new and un-r 
traverse<l route for China. 

Saturday, April 1st, 1809. — ^We passed a 
considerable quantity of drift-wood and MaiH 
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^ove n»tS| our latitude being; at the time, 14'' 
15' south, 

Wednesday, 6ik ofAprU, 1809. — ^At 6, A. M. 
that ever-pleasing sound to the mariner and 
others, om long passages, and more especially 
to us, now far from home, was heard from the 
look-out aloft, )of •'Land, ho ! " which proved to 
be an extensive island^ or islands, and I re- 
gretted much that my instructions and time did 
nbt allow me to make an examination. Being 
anew discovery, I gave the name Tonquin 
Islands to the land, which, at noon, bore N.E. 
by E., distant 6 leagues. The centre of this 
Island or Islands, (as there is an opening 
which, at ourdistanc/e, had the appearance of 
a- ship water passage between the Islands, or 
lands, and a small spiral . rocky Islet lay at a 
short distance to the northward of the north* 
emmoftt land,) we place in latitude 1 1"" 62' south, 
and longitude 169"* 44' east of London ; varia* 
tionir 20'east. 

Thursday, 6th of Apni.-^At ®, A. M., we 
had sight of another small Island^ in latitude 
II** 24' S., longitude 167r 06' 15" E. to which 
we gave the name of Palm Tree Island. 

Saturday, the ^h — ^We had a distant view 
of Dough'S .Group, or Swallow Islands, isnd 
passed them at the distance of 6 or 7 leagues- 
At meridian, saw Voteano Island, which I 
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place in latitude 10** 12' south/ longitude 164^ 
60' east, variation 9"* 60' east, we observed 
columns of smoke continually issuing from its 
summit and ascending to a great elevation, by 
which and its height, this Island, or its situa* 
tion, by its volcanic smoke, can be seen in 
clear weather, at least sixty miles, by a man at 
the mast head of an ordinary sized merchant 
ship. 

April 12th. — ^In latitude 7° 23' south, passed 
much drift wood, Mangrove nuts, &c., with 
patches of rock weed, as the ship sailed along 
on her course steering to the north-westward. 

April 25th. — ^Just at the morning's broad 
day-Ught, we were treated again with the wel- 
come sound of '^ Land, ho ! " from the mast* 
head, bearing N.j^E., distant 6 miles, which 
proved to be a number of small low islands, to 
appearance only eight or ten feet above the 
surface of the sea, but covered with tall cocoa* 
nut trees. They can be seen therefore in clear 
weather only, about as f^-r as a grove of cocoa- 
nut trees could be seen on the surface of Nep- 
tune's element. Still, as we passed them, it 
was evident, that they were inhabited, as many 
smokes were made which ascended aloft, and 
continued rising as we passed the whole length, 
or range of the cluster. It was only about the 
extent of three miles, tending east and west 
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Considering them to be a new discovery, we 
named them Equator Isles; they ate situated, 
in latitude 00** 67' north, longitude I660 ISK 
east. 

Sunday, 30th Aprily 1809.— Not dreamiiig'"of 
being near to any coast, our surprise was very 
great, when the loud voice at the look-out ajt 
the top-mast head, at half-past 4, P. M., shout- 
ed, " Land, ho ! " bearing rightra-head direcjt 
in our coulee, aid oflF each bow/ When the 
next half hour thereafter had passed, it wag 
extensively seen bearing and extending from 
N.E. around by the north, and westward to 
ihe W.S.W. I now immediately caused the 
ship to be brought to the wind, with her head 
.to the southward, which owing to a strong gale 
jww blowing from the south-eastward and 
nearly direct on the lajid, with hard, squalls, 
brought hier instantly . imder close-reeifed topr 
sails. The land now appeared to consist of a 
number, or chain of islands, and the southern- 
most seen by us in the evening at dusk, was 
but a very short distance from the ship* After 
the night had closed upon us, making our view 
around very limited indeed, we could, notwith- 
standing, distinctly see the land between tiie 
heavy squalls, which with the tremendous sea 
tolling on, caused our vety excellent ship, a 
truly first-):ate seaboat, under her heavy press 
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of canvass, to labour hard, as she struggled 
with it, to keep off this strange shore ; we were 
forced to keep on her this absolutely necessar 
tj press of canvass to enable her to keep cle v 
of this strange land, whose coast was now, so 
close a neighbour to iis. In pur dangerous si- 
tuation it could not possibly be dispensed with; 
to add to our very trying situation, and to save 
the masts from being torn from their steps 
overboard, we were obliged by 9, P. M., by 
the increased gale, and added violence of the 
squalls, in order to save our masts and spam, 
notwithstanding our increased danger, and the 
constant weight of the most painful anxiety om 
the mind, to furl our topsails, and to bring our 
well-behaved ship under her reefed courses, 
with the storm-staysails. At about 10, P. M., 
just as we had began to think ourselves clear 
of danger from the coast, and its shore, — on a 
sudden, between the squalls, the land appeared 
again bearing about west from us. Though at 
great risk of losing our masts and canvass I 
was brought under the severe trial, and abso- 
lute necessity of ordering the close^reefed top. 
tails to be set again upon our now over-^press* 
ed, and most superior behaved boat. As she 
plunged, and ploughed through the raging and 
foaming element, she trembled with her load 
cf pressure like an aspen-leaf in the breeze; 
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but our really dangerous situation, the giant 
sea, the weather, and the violent gale were 
mch, that there was no alternative,^ — it was 
life or death. It pleased, however^ the Al- 
mighty, ^nd blessed Saviour of man, to piermit 
odr ship to clear this ne wly^discovered promdn** 
tory and coast, on which hung our destiny. 
As soon as this was effected, we relieved our 
well-behaved boat, by agiain fading the ioM. 
and naizen topsails, — and were employed nrtt^ 
noeuvring our ship to traverse over as small* 
a space of ground during the remainder of the 
night as possible. At half past 5, A: M., the* 
land was a^ain seen close under our lee; we 
immediately s6t again the close*reefed fore and 
mizen^topsaiU to erirdeavour to clear it, and as 
the day lighted up, taore and extensive laild 
came withiin oiir view, in its* ^resent^ appeir-^ 
abe^ like a thick cluster of islands, fending 
about B; by N., and W. by S. After the sun 
was. risen, upwards of twenty islands were' 
counted within the range of our view from the' 
mast-head, at the same time breakers were also 
seen between ail-the nearest ones, which were 
now distant about three miles from the ship. 
These are a dangerous and extensive group of' 
low islands, chained in appearance together by^ 
coral reefs, and rocks above water. Their ex- 
tent from east to west (as far as came withixi- 

1-2 
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9m yievr) ia about fifteen lei^e»« The souths 
mie of the range, on v/hhh , our ship W9»9 vbl 
lor w ajppeaTed ^oofiewhat bke a ereaiceiiit Tbuft 
luaving pa9fi^ throij^h one of the mort tiyingp 
and ainxioiift nighta that can happeox toi a. 
ccmmaA^r» or w mw, we now here; up to 
ib^ weatward, and proceeded along andai^und: 
the we^trend of the westernmoat ii^landi aa w#. 
j^ged it to be» for aaiwe paaaod it there wear 
np^ land t^ he , aeen/ift the weatem. howd from:: 
alofi Conplpding th^m a m^ dmovety^ w^i 
called thwn th^ AKieripan Qrpup. Xheir €)ear- 
^ I. pdise tp bei and place in latitude; oS €?^r 
3^ norths longitude 15SI^ %6' ea^ of Lemkm. i 

The very, unpleasant we^er and waat; oft. 
im^y did J^t givf^ us an opportunity, to eixte 
inine the islands of the American Group by ai 
landing, which I much regretted, as I wsi» very 
desirous of obtaining more particulars ; but I. 
did not feel that the lo^a of tiqie to obteiii; 
them, hj efiiacting a landing, would justify ii 
with my duty. We saw m> s^g of theae islanda . 
being inhabited. 

AiWr this discoyery nothii^ unusual ocoiur** 
red to U3 during the remainder of this voy^ 
age ; and the author thinking that the daily^ 
sea account of remarks, would not be suffir 
ciently amusing and entertaining to the readoTt. 
fw insertion, oinits it, and respectfully clbsaa . 
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the narratiTe, by merely 'stating, thai lifter ar*- 
riving at Canton, and exchanging thftir oafg^ 
for Cfama goods, the Tonquin proceetled and 
aorriyed safe, all well, at the pott of New-YDlky 
with her full cargo of teas, and other Chfittif 
goods. From this eatgo, an Mnonnt ^ sMm= 
thousands of doUam fordiftie* WW paid iolto th#^ 
national tieasuiy. 

It is thcB, by the constant, repesfteA, i^la^- 
and many voyages under the eommand, wdi^ 
rectitne agency of the aoHior, ^at he hsis been 
the means; by tbbse article of trade so highljf 
^ized fay tbt Chmese, and prodtred At tanM; 
&n., in the South Seas, and PioMco6e&tis| of 
bringing large amounts hito the naiiotaal tMa^ 
sury, amounting in tiie aggt^egate to l^Ulionls'tff 
doUare, as well as enriching his fellow-citi* 
zens, and adding much wealth to his country^ 
since the year 1792. The date of his early 
move, was the first to discover and open the 
way to this valuable commercial trade to his 
enterprising countrymen. His voluntary, per- 
severing exertions, to obtain the authorization 
by congress of the present National American 
South Sea Exploring Expedition to endeavour 
to revive and sulvance this nearly obsolete, but 
valuable trade, &c., has been to him a sacrifice 
of above three thousand dollars, exclusive of 
time, in travel, and in personal attendance oa 
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the seirerali stations of congre88,^--^d as hd 
has xkevdr yet r^^eived a dolLar from govern- 
iIieBt ' fcft services,' or otherwise :; he therefore 
hopes, wh^h the author is no longer among 
theliviog, that ageneraus public will thereafter 
award' to him, and his relatives, the credit of 
a worthy citizen, and real friend to mankind, 
his country's commerce, navigation, &c. If 
this laudable National South-^ea Exploring 
Ekped^tipni now authorized, and fitting out|^ 
which the author hM so anluously ^iled for 
to: be; iSent out by go;? eiaunenti be not ably <and' 
sucp^fsfuUy <M>ndMdted, and Carried thtoughf 
to a favourable, beneficial, and brillant resulty^ 
it will be no fault of his. Tune alone QaJi;:de-4 
cidoi whiXe we hope for the btot 
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Itfqrratwe of the Massacre of the crew of the 
American ship Tonquin, under the command of 
LtetUerumt J. Thorn, U S. Navy, b^ the sav- 
ages pftiie northwest, coast of America^ and the 
destruction qf the ship. 

SECTION L 

IVrnqiitA Mc\MSn ih Neweatee ha^ur— Vimted by the !»• 
litet-^Briik <br trad»— AfiWmt of an agod ehie^^«8aT4 
•ga threat of reveoga-^Trade bterrUpted^NatiTW quil 
the ahip—r Natives revimt the ship, in unvsual numbera— lo^ 
terpreter discovers the natives on deck to be secretly anii<» 
ed— Their horrid war-yell — The attack and massacre^- 
Capuin Thorn, the cleric, and (bur seamen regain the ship's 
deek^-^SavagOi driven (inom the ship— fibughter of \hm 
savages, and destruction of their oanoes by the ship's fii«— r 
Four seamen quit the sbip^Natives are induced to again 
visit the ship— Ship's checks crowded with numerous sar* 
ages^Ship blown up by Captain Thorn — Terrible scen^ 
of destruction— -The four seatnen taken by the savagsif 

• and cruelly put to death. 

Othbr versions* of the very lamentable death 
of the gallant and brave Thorn, having appear^ 
ed, the author of these voyages deems it but 
justice due to the honour and credit of the gal- 
lant officers of our navy, that they, as well as 
the relatives and friends of the brave Thorn, 

* See Irviogfa Aatoria, ToL I. page 118. 

1ft* 
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should have every report how, and in what 
manner, this d^termin^^Bdjnoble spirited offi* 
ccir of the United States navy perished, with 
dib*. iAyst6t)6us dcistt-U<itiqn of Ms ship^' As an 
ilitrodi^ciibn, ihe jaiithbr would, \v'ith all respect, 
felmark' ^lit aft^r the ^ ret;um of the Tonquiti 
irbm lier late voyage to the t^efejees, and Can- 
ton, (see the preceding pages) slie was sola to 
John Jacoh Astor, Esq;, a highly respected and 
wealthy merchant of the city of New- York, for 
an enterprising voyage* to the north-^-west coast 
*f America. The following narrative will show 
thefktarend of this beautiful and very valua- 
Bie ship. 

. Captain James P. SheflSeld, in the Brig Her- 
silia^ of Stonington,* being on a trading voyage 
and <5ruise in 1823 and 24, on the coast of Ca- 
Bfomia, informed the author, that he employed 
on board his vessel an Indian fellow, by the 
name of Lamayzie, who told Captain SheflBeldj 
that he was interpreter and pilot of the Ship 
Tonquin, Captain J. Thorn, when the horrid 
massacre of her crew took place, and the ship 
was blown up. 

- ** This, the second Heisilia belonging to the South-Sea, 
CJompany, was built by the order of their ageot, the author, ; 
to replace the one that was captured by Beneviades, and 
wrecked at Arauco, on coast of Chili. — See page — of tliis 
rolume. 
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- H^ then gave to -Captain Sheffield the fol-> 
Idwin'g narrative 6fthii^ mielancholj and bloody 
oceurrernee. : The fpllorwing are the partieulan 
as hicelived ' bJT; thi9 author from Captain' ^ef*-^ 
fields ti :•■■ •:.•■.'■:." -< 

' ■ VlTSTOIUCAL JTARftATI^ ' .' 

-;!•) -;. !• i' ::-.:•' ' : " '"'^ ' ■ •> 'i 

r The Toaqain; on her trading voyage along< 
the horth- west; doa3t» had anchored in Newea^ 
tee hat-bduf^ at! English, or Vancouver Island. 
Soon after anchoring the ship, Mr. Mackaj, 
i^^ supercargo, went on shore, to the principal 
chiefs village^ to pay a visit to th6 head. chief 
Wycananish, a h^lf dozen pettj chiefs remainr 
i«Lg on board of the Tonquin as hostages for 
his sfafe return, .(The supercargo was very, 
kindly received by: tbia chief and the natives, 
well treated, and remained at the village all 
night, not ret uimiajif on board until the early 
part of the next day. In the meantime, and 
very early in the- morning, the natives came off 
Xo the ship in numbers in their canoes; headed 
by two sons of the principal chief, with an aged 
chief in compafiy, bringing a large quantity of 
seavdMr: skins and other^furs, affording the: 
prospeet of^a good- and profitable trade, and 
seemingly, with . every • friendly disposition., 
CapttdinlThorn/permitted them to come freely 
on;de6k :in;aiky niimbem^ ^^and Sj^tead hia.^^si^Bb^ 
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oIm (rf'tride profoseljrout brfore them. Cap- 
tain Thorn thinking; bj the abundanoe of rich 
fvam DOW brought so promptlj off by the nw^^ 
tivei^ toi buy cheap, 'wiih tliis viewi set off a 
smaller proportion of articles to each otter 
skin, &c., than was usually givnn by the Ame- 
rican traders in this barter ; which being ob- 
servkl by the old chief, who had some expe- 
rience in this barter trade, with the previous' 
American vessels, he in a rapid vocabulaty of 
words, interfered and stopped the natives from 
tracling. This much exasperated the captain^ 
and induced him to treat the old chief very 
roughly, forcing him out of the ship down tbsi 
gangway into his canoe. The old savage was 
rendered by this act wildly mad« and left the 
ship with terrible threats; the two young 
chiefs also, and all the natives (except thsf 
hostages) promptly quitted the ship, with their 
furs for the shore. Thereupon the interpreter; 
took the liberty to observe to the captain, that 
lie would advise him to endeavour to pacify th« 
old chief, and to take some measure to bring 
him on friendly terms sgain, as it was a pity to 
lose the proBpect of such a good trade ; but the 
oapAain treated the suggestion with eonteinfrt^- 
as be briskly walked the dedc, appearing U> be- 
in rather a violent passion. When Mr. Mub^ 
kBj, the supercargo^ returned en board, ikwi 'pi* 
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Jot related to him what had occurred, and in 
what Aiiythe old chief had left the ship, desir^* 
ing him to use his endeavour to persuade the 
captain to get the ship immediately under way, 
and leatre the harbour, as he. was sure, kno W'* 
ilig the Indian deposition and feelings, that 
tbis: nged chief would not peaceably put up 
with such an affront. 

- The fliapeiiQargp on learning this, went im- 
mediately ?tO' thdeaptain^ who was yet quickly 
pacing th^ deck back and forth, and used his 
liest . Bndeatours^ by- earnest entreaty and adr> 
vice, td persuade' him to leave this andhoragciy 
Vtijt :aU' in : Vain^,^^ the captain ridiculed his advice, 
tad s&idv be: wii>uld pacify the savage, f and hii» 
teibb with the battery on his deck; The r©F» 
maunder bf the- day passed a waly without any 
moVMm^r^ojk thepiirtiof the natives, and at tlva 
usual hoitr vA theeivening, thbieapttati atd 01H 
p^tcaTgpT.jpetired to (their berths^ leaving the 
inatear to attend to^ and rbgulate the watch fos 
the nigbtl :as.had;bo9fiL pi^viousdiy and v»maUjr 

• Ati the dawn of: day on theitcixtrmoiwngy • 
small icarfoe 'with ftwo natives and r.a.sqiiawt 
dannei- emtiotoly : alongfisidie .the ship. : Being; 
fritendly/' vebeiv^: by sthe officer of thedeck?^ 
watohviinlbe command of the deok^ they a^in 
soott retumisd totfaeshore^:wh^]i4»Vsx^«twci^A> 
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a young chief, a isoh of their' Headnc^hief^ 
with aboi]t twdirtj natives, bringiog with them 
a good lot of sea-otter skins/caine alongside, to 
trade, itU, to outward a|^aranbe, unarmed, 
and with many friendlj signs, indicatiire of a 
desire for a brisk trade. Other canoes soon 
followed off to the ship, and as no orders to the 
contrary had been before given outy the officet 
in the command of th^ deck permitted the Sav- 
ages to come freely on board, until i^uch an 
increased number had got on the decks, add 
around the ship, that he became alarmed, tod 
directed the captain and supercargo to bi call^ 
edup. When they came on d^dk, the chptina 
declined to order Uie ship's deckr to be cleared 
of the natives, but directed the bridt, and asi 
he no doubt thought laiipceiilt and advaiita^ps^ 
ous trade to be contmued, when, ih a shoit 
time, he himself became uneasy by the nume» 
rous additional canoes and natives ountinually 
coming off from the shore to the sUp Attiiie 
time, the interpreter* haying j&ioovered that tine 
savages came on board armed, with their short 
war^ubs, aiid Indian daggers, seemted litider 
dieir mantles, or short skin bleaks,, he imme^ 
diately but cautiously informed' the captain of 
it ; who, without first olearthg the ship's de«^ 
of the natives, gave orders to get the ship tm^ 
der wMf, sending tome seanto to tiie iiHiidiesa 
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heme up the aucbor^ and some aloft to loose 
the sails! The seamen had but just got at 
work at their stations (the trade at the sama 
time gatQg on in hurry and bustle) when the 
savages gave the war-who(^^ flourished their 
waivoluba and daggers, and the murderous at^ 
fRck then cxmunenced. The first victam^ the 
Indian saiidhe saw struck^ was the clerk, a 
jroun^ man, bj name Lewin, with a. stroke bjr 
a daggers in )kk«; back ptrtof the neck, when he 
frU againal. the sidkn of the companion-way^ 
dowtk on this gaag way steps. On soon coming^ 
t& hiimell^lhfi dosed and bolted the: comfULnion: 
vfmy dowaii and retreated to the cabin. Thai 
skylight of (the (foartarrdeek had been prerious^ 
ly taken off andireiaared to pass up goods and 
articlea for trade. At ti^ia moment tbe cnptain,. 
badly daggered and mortally wounded, fell 
down through it inio the cabin. Tbe caplain^ 
who iraa a bna^pe and determined man, of: sur 
perier stiseagth,. at. tbe time of the first war* 
wboop^ was standing on tha quarter-rdeck^ jimA. 
forward of the mizen-masL Observing a pawt 
eiiiul chief ofxmhg upon him> with drawn cog- 
ger, :he' direw. has large dirk that ha had of late 
kept constantly at his 4\aist, uid with one 
plunge tlirast it into the breast of the savage, 
and laid him dead at his fast; but beisig now 
s^t upon by numbers, he receired seTecdL 
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wounds from their daggers^ and was forded 
back against the steering wheel^frame, when a 
savage behind him gave him a blow on the 
back o£ the head and neck, with a war^club, 
which li^nbckecl ihim over, and, as before men^: 
ttoned, down through the skylight opening mto 
the cabin for dead, as then supposed, aside of 
Mr. Lewis. At the time of the first savage-* 
yell, Mr. Mackay, the supercargo, was on the 
ship's tafferel, and immediately sprung forward 
to assist the captain, when he wais knocked 
down by a blow of the war-club given by au' 
herculean savage, and immediately piercedi 
with many daggers, and thrown overboard^' 
where the remnant of his life was soon de^- 
stroyed by the squaws in their canoes. The! 
pilot, at this time^ moved himself out over the^ 
tafferel on one of the boat's stem-davids, where' 
he remained until he saw, as he then tHonght^' 
all the officers, and men massacred, except' 
those aloft, and the savages in cbmplMe po^i 
session of the decks, when he lower»i himself 
down^by the boat'is tackle into a canoe/^ where 
he soon heard the report of pistols^ trhich, he 
subsequently learned, were fired by the clerk 
from out of the cabin skylight, under the coun^ 
sel of the captain, at those savages on the quar-. 
ter-deck. This soon cleared this deck of them, ; 
when the clerk called to the seamen aloft;. 
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(the main^batches as well aa cover to tbe al^y* 
lights haying been pre viounly taken ofi^ to paM 
up goods for trade,) to lower themselves dowm 
by a rope, from the main^staj into the hatdlh 
^ikraj, Md then oome af^ to the cabin, on Whidli 
liiksy took ^he studding-sail halyards from ths 
aoaiatop andmaking the b^^htfast^ the mait»- 
sfisiy, dropped the two ends into the main hatcll- 
9iray» when they islid one at a time down by the 
^nd^parUr into the hatch- way, and betweaik 
decks, and aft into Xhe cabin. ? The first threes 
to the surprise of the natives on the main-declr„ 
got Si^ly down and into the cabin ; but ths 
savagnr having now awaked from their amaze- 
ment, attacked and massacred the last threes 
when they descended. The one in the mizevr 
top having made fast a line to the gafl over th# 
skylight, and the savages having been alreadjf 
driv^ from ih^ qnaMer^eck by tjae fire of Mk 
Lewis, the clerkf under direction of the ci^taiiki 
who was yet nnable to stand on bis feet, tbt 
searqan then slid down by his line into the ca^ 
bin, without danger or hurt ; and he^ being tbt 
first one aloft which thus ajcted,'gave encow 
ragement to his shipmates in the main and 
foretops t6 promptly follow his example, ^ncl 
proceed asr related. 
There beiog n<»w four seamen unhort in the 

cabin with the mortally wduiided ba^gtAi^ 'osA 

13 
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€lerk to direct «md assist them; and plenty of 
loaded muskets and pistols at hand, the j mountr 
jed on the Stable, lindiBr the skylight which 
brought their heads and shoulders, just above 
Ate deck, and. commenced a brisk fire of mus^ 
Jtetry at the savages on the maindeck« This 
•ooa cleared it of those bloody murderers, 
cwhen Mr. Lewis and the four seamen repaired 
to their battery^ and let off the loaded cannon 
.upon them and their canoes, which caused ter^ 
rible slaughter, destroying many of their canoes 
and thus affording to those remaining alive on 
board, peaceable possession of their ship again. 
Jn the general battle the officers and men had 
fought with a determined courage, but were 
overpowered by crowded numbers. Lamayzie, 
tiie pilot, on withdrawing by sliding down the 
tackle, in his retreat into their canoe, and hav- 
ing given no assistance in the fight, wa« consi* 
dered by the natives as a neutral, and by them 
treated as such. After all that remained alive 
of these wild murderers, had got again on 
shore, out of reach and fear of the deck^uns, 
not an individual of them lefl it again during 
the remainder of the day, and the night passed 
in peace. When morning came, the ship 
was seen still at anchor with her sails loosOi 
when the interpreter was desired to go off to 
ber with some natives in a large canoe^ to 
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which, suiting his mind, he readily eonsented.' 
They paddled off cautiously around the ship, 
when Mr. Lewis appearing on deck, called tcr 
diem to come on board, making at the same^ 
time friendly signs, that they had nothing to 
fear, and on proceeding alongside and meeting 
with no opposition, tiiey very readily sprang^ 
on deck, which was yet covered with heaps of 
goods, articles of trade exposed the previouv 
day. Mr. Lewis^ directed the interpreter to say^ 
to the natives, that they thight take and divide- 
all the goods on deck among themselves; only^ 
now be iBit peace and friendly. This beings 
made known, numbers of canoes came ofi^' 
bringing the natives and squaws, in unusuad^ 
numbers, and thus crowding the ship's decks^' 
and also hanging on her sides around her^ 
The clerk now invited the interpreter into the^ 
cabm, wher^ he saW Captain Thorn sitting ont 
the after locker,^ with a lighted match in hi# 
hand. He looked vely pale, and was near the* 
magazine scuttle, by which on the cabin decki'^ 
was a large heap of gun-powder, and two oak*' 
um ropes covered with the same, leading frotrt 
the heap into the magazine. Mr. Lewi^^gavcf^ 
an explanation relative to what had passed on ^ 
the day before and during the night, and then 
said to him, "You see the captain can't live 
long, and is going to blow tip the ahi^ ^9rii!GL^i& 



148 ^ T0YA6B OF THE TONQUIN 

these barbarian murderers about her, and as I 
myself ^cannot long survive, I am gomg with 
bim.? He then told him if he wished to live» 
not to speak a single word, but to take a roll 
of cloth, and bunch of beads, and immediately 
to lower himself out at the cabin window, and 
lepair to some canoe and promptly move o£^ 
and not to speak until he was in it, for if he 
did, that instant he spoke, the ship would be 
blown up. He acted accordingly, and swam 
to a canoe having in it two squaws. Showing 
them the beads, they very readily received him 
mto their canoe, quickly paddling her safe out 
from among the fleet, to keep the prize, which 
he had brought On looking back to the ship, 
he saw Mr. Lewis looking out of the cabia 
window after him; and, on his drawing himt- 
self in and disappearing, immediately the ship 
blew up v^th a terrible explosion, destroying, 
a great number of savages and herself disap- 
pearing. He saw nothing more after this of 
Captain Thorn, nor Mr. Lewis, but thought it 
best aud most judicious to keep to himself the 
secret given to him while in the cabin. The 
squaws in the canoe which had received him, 
proved, to be the wives of a chief of some in- 
fluence, who had had the good fortune to have 
come out of this bloody slaughtering affair un- 
scathed, and. with whom the beads and roil of 
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blue cloth paved the way , and obtained 4' 
peaceable home for him at their residence in 
the village. The bay now showed on its sfur- : 
face a horrid sight, strewed over with yellingi 
wounded savages, floating parts of the blown' 
up ship, with shattered portions of wrecked ca^. 
noes. To these were added the mourning, sav*. 
age, wailing howls of the escaped natives and 
women of the village. 

The four unhurt seamen had embarked inj 
the ship's small boat, in the night, with the 
hope of getting back in her to the settlement 
liiB ship had previously made at the mouth of 
Columbia River, but were forced on shore by 
the strong wind and current, and the next day. 
were discovered and taken prisoners by the na- 
tives, and immediately brought to the villagCi 
where the interpreter spoke with them, and 
learned their views tod intentions, on quitting 
the ship^ To this step they said, they wer* 
mainly induced by the fear and expectation, 
that they in the ship would be attacked during 
the night, and overpowered by hosts of the sa- 
vages,, and also massacred ; but, alas ! poos 
fellows, they were now in a much worse and 
more dreadful situation. They were all put tot 
death by cruel, lingering torture, in the usual 
horrid mjanner of savages. 
: Thus, it seems, by placing too muoh. ^(ORi&r 

13* 
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danee m ihese ydld savagto, awfully perished 
tiie brave and darmg Thorn^ and the whole of 
the twenty-two penBons under hia chai^ge. Thus 
alao ended the career of this fine ship, the Ton- 
quin^ and wilh her all the promising prospects 
ci the voyage were destroyed, — deplorably 
•bowing of how little real service is ability 
ttnd talent, even c^ no ordinary kind, unlesa. 
combined with that wisdom which dwells with 
prudence; 

sicCTtON II. 

A JAHwf newiff disetnfered Lands in the Stmik 8^09 
€md Pucific^ with their situations. . 

Farnham's Island, discove^red by Bolivar, Liberator, m 
183a Latitude U"" 4A' north, looghude 109^ lb' east. Biz 
miles long, tending W.N. W. and E;S E. 

Ladd's Island, discovered by Missionary Packef« in i894* 
" Latitude \T 26' north, longitude 133M5' west 

Ifiehell Island, discovered by the Mary Michell, in 1834L 
Latitude 11'' 30' south, longitude 165° 35' west Alow 
island, about two miles long, and full of wood. 

Barstow Island, discovered by the Gideon Barstow, in 1834» 
Latitude ^W \'Z south, longitude 137^ 24' west 

{jeavtttV Island, discovered by the Peruvian, Aftril 13th, 
18:^5 Latitude 10° H south, longitude 152^ 25' west 
Mapd has a white sandy beaeh, and is covered witk 



NewPort Island, discovered by ship Aodley Clark, Oaptain 
P«ddocs,^Daeenib«r38iK18W. Tbi^y woodbdb but 
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no appearance of its being inhabited. Latitude IP 3T 
south, longitude 162° 25' west 

Acteon*s Islands, discovered I Lat 2P 20^8. Ion. 136^27' W. 
January, 1831. Three Is? »* 2I°23'S. " I36°32'W. 
lands compose the group. ( " 2l°19'S. " lab^Sb'W. 

Raraka Island, \\ leagues in extent. Latitude 15^ SS'southi' 
longitude 144° 47' west. 

Single Island, very low above the surfece of the sea. Lati- 
tude l(r* 5' south, longitude 13(P 41' west ' 

Mich^rs Group, their presumed centre, id latitude 31^ W S. , 
Supposed longitude of their eastern extreme, 130* 41' W, 



1 - 1" 



1 ■ 



■ \ • 



PA R T V. 

EXTRA^OTS PROM THE MEMORIALS TO CONGRESS, 
PRAYING THAT A NATIONAL DISCOVERY AND 
EXPLORING EXPEDITION BE AUTHORIZED, AND 
SENT OUT TO THE SOUTH SEAS, PACIFIC OCEAN, 
Ac, WITH A STATEMENT OP THE PROBABLE NA- 
TIONAL BENEFITS IN VIEW, &c, &c, THAT MAY 
BE OBTAINED, BY PERFORMING SUCH AN EXPE- 
IMTION, WITH NOTES, EXPLANATORY OF THE 
SUBJECT. 

The following extracts are from memorials by the author, 
which were presented at the Session of Congress, in IbSl, 
and also at subsequent dates, and were continued with 
urgent zeal, and supported by memorials from numerous 
highly respectable citizens of New- York, Philadelphia, 
&c., &c., up to the time said National Exploring Expe- 
dition was by Congress authorized: — 

EXTRACT FROM THE MEMORIAL 

0^ 

EDMUND FANNING, 

Presented to Congress, praying that a National 
Discovery and Exploring Expedition be sent 
out to the South Seas^ cfc., December, 1831. 

Referjred to the Committee on Naral Afiairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 
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To the Honourable the Senate and Howe of 
Representatives of the United States, in Conr 
gress assembled : — 

Your petitioner, Edmund Fanning, hav- 
ing obtained satisfactory evidence^ by the trial 
and result, that any private exploring expedi- 
tion cannot ever, produce, or obtain, the de- 
sired and wished-for national benefit to navi- 
gation, coinmereial trade, the whale and seal 
fi;shery, scfenoe, &c.; therefore, under a full 
aoquired belief of its national importance, im- 
pressed as your memorialist is, by" personal 
experience, in the necessity of a governmental 
exploring expedition to those parts of our 
globe, doth, in his national feeling and zeal, 
and in all humble deference, most respectfully 
recommend and pray, that Congress, in its 
wisdom, will be pleased to gra^t an appropria- 
tion, with power for a.competent National Ex- 
ploring and Discovery-Expedition to the South 
Seas, Pacific, &c. In aid and support of which 
recommendation, your memorialist has here- 
tofore naade sundry discoveries in those seas, 
and had long and much experience, relating to 
the subject And your memprialisty as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 

EDMUND FANNING. 

New- York, Nw. Itk, 1831. , 
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23d Congress.) (Ist Session. 



MEMORIAL 

OF 

EDMUND FANNING, 

To illustrate the views in a petition presented to 
Congress^ praying that a National Discovery 
and Exploring Expedition he sent out to the 

Souffi Seas, cfc. December 18/A, 1833. 

> 

Referred to the committee on naval affiiira^ and ordered to 
be printed. 

To the Honourable the Senate and House of 
Hepresentatives of the United States, in Con- 
gress assembled : — 

extracts from this continued memorial, 

Your petitioner, Edmund Fanning, respect- 
fully asketh leave to submit the following ex- 
planations, reasons, &c., to illustrate his views 
of the national advantages and benefits prayed 
for, in hife petition before Congress, and on file 
with your honourable committee, that a nation- 
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al discovery and exploring expedition be sent 
out to the South Seas, &c.) &c« ; and does also 
farther respectfully tequest^ that the said ex- 
planationsy remarks, &c., with his former peti- 
tion, and papers attached thereto^ on file with 
y(^ honourable naval committee, may be again 
printed. Your petitioner, in all deference^ re* 
quests leave to observe, that^ at the early date 
of 1792) he . entered and engaged on those 
South Sea voyages, with a view to obtain 
information on the -seal fishery, commercial 
trade, pecuniary profit, &c., that which at this 
time was thought, might be obtained from those 
foreign ports and unexplored regions. 

In 1797, your memorialist sailed on his voy-^ 
age, in the capacity of commander, supercargo, 
and director^ to prosecute this commercial 
trade and seal fishery, to the South Seas, 
Pacific Ocean, China, and around the w.(»:ld« 
This new and etij^rprisinjg voyage opened the 
gate to his tellow-citizens to this South Pa* 
cific and China commercial trade ; by which, 
and thereafter, under bis command or agency> 
were taken from these regions to China, da 
American account, the first cai^oes of sandal 
wood, seals, fiur, beach-la-mer, bird's nest, 
mother of pearl, pearls, sharks^ fins, turtle shell, 
&c., being the productions of the lands, seas, 
in those South Sea and Pacific regions ; whick^ 
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<m being exchanged in Canton^ for China 
goods, and those brought home into our ports 
t>f the United States, not onlj enriched his 
i>rother citizens, the adventurers, but poured 
Streams, by duties on the same, of hundreds of 
&ousands, ay, millions of dollars, into Ae 
public treasury, thus enriching our country in 
the aggregate > and which, in the course of 
some few years, theiefore, caused this com- 
mercial traffic and fishery to increase to up- 
wards of twenty sail per annum, out of tbs 
po^ of the United States, and which has now 
got dwindled down to a very limited number : 
In your petitioner's next voyage to the South 
Seas, the Pacific, China, and around the world, 
he was honoured in the command of a superb 
new corvette ship, of 22 guns, commissioned 
by the President of the United States, with a 
complement of five lieutenants, a master, a 
surgeon, eight midshipmen, with a competent 
number of petty officers and men, which voy- 
age was also safely perfonned around the 
world, without any unpleasant occurrence or 
difficulty, but in good discipline, harmony, &c. 
And having, during his voyages in the com* 
maud and directing agency, had the fortune to 
discover the group of Fanning^s Islands, Pal- 
myrie Island, Washington Island, (so named 
on its discovery by the subscriber^ a beautiful 
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green island that stands recorded on the charts 
in nee, by this name of the father of our coun- 
try) Border's Island, as also, the continent of 
Pakner's Land, and rediscovered tiie group of 
Crbzett's Islands, the South-Antipode's Island, 
were the first Americans at the Feejae Islands, 
and to the new South-Shetland . islands :^^ 
from all of which there has been produciad 
much >wesdth to our beloved country, as well 
as to its national treasury ; — were the first 
Irom among our enterprising fettow-citizMury 
that took from those regions and seas,.on Ame* 
rican accouAt to China, those products -of san- 
dal woed, &c., &c., which then, as before*' 
mentioned, being iBxchauged in Canton for 
idlks, nankins, teas, &c., &c., (China- goods,) 
not only produced large profits to the adven-* 
turers, but also enriched the national treasniy. 
And in the utmost respect the subscriber he]»*^ 
unto w6uld remark :-*^Do not these diseov^ 
eties and their effectSy with the millions 4>f 
wealth which this trade and fisheiy have here^ 
tofore brought into our country, by its en* 
terprieing citizens, and also to its national 
treasury, have a parental claim on government 
for a competent exploring and discovery expe* 
dition, to endeavour now to revive it again? 

And to revive this commercial trade, fishery^ 
&c., as well as to obtain other important national 

14 
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benefits, I do now most respectfiillj and earnest* 
Ij petition and pray Congress, for this discoverj 
and exploring expedition to be sent out, to ex- 
plore and search out new resources, or places^ 
to obtain those products^ articles^ &c., which 
pkkces, it is confidently conceived and believedi 
are yet numerous to be found, and thereby th& 
iaid products will bie again obtained in plenty^ 
when those contemplated new places of resort, 
&Cm are dtscovered an^I marked down on the 
chart, by this exploring, tvith proper vessels^ on 
such national service. . 

Presuming y om* petitione r's information, by 
such lengthy experience, to be equal to that of 
any other, and thM your petitioner has had the 
fortune to do as much, if .not more, than any 
ether citizen, in searching out and bringing for* 
ward those national advantages and benefits 
touching on the before^mentioned business of 
commercial trade, &c., . to the South Seas, 
Pacific, and China, ■• as well as by first opening, 
the gate^way to the prosecuting this vajtuable 
fishery and commercial trade, which hals so 
enriched the national treasury, and brought 
such wealth to his fellow-citizens, which your 
petitioner conceites, in all due deference, en- 
titles him to, atid gives to him the firm ground 
of confidence, and of claim to respectfully ask, 
by his said petition, of our nation's Congress, 
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the granting it, by the atiihorizing the proseou' 
tion of this national project. 

But laying aside, for a moment, this Pacifie 
and China commercial trade, your memoriaiist 
would observe, adverting to the subject, that 
the whale and seal fishery to the South Seas, 
of late years, has increased in the number of 
vessels beyond that of any former time, from 
out of the ports of the United States, and are 
still on the increase: — ^therefore the more 
urgency there is now of this national explora* 
tion, in the immediate need to its support :-— 
Also in further illustration, as touching on the 
seal and whale fisheries, history gives to us 
the fact, that the British Greenland Whale and 
Seal Fishery at their old fishing grounds, had got 
reduced in their fleet engaged in this business; 
by the scarcity of the whales and seals,, from 
upwards of eighty sail, down to a very limited 
number;— when the exploring and discovery 
voyages sent out by their government, uiideft 
captains Ross and Parry, having discovered 
'new fishing grounds, never before having be6ii 
disturbed, up Davis' Straits, Baffin's Bay, &c.^ 
where the whales and seals were plenty, or 
numerous, revived again this. fishery to such a 
degree, that they now have, annually, a fleet of 
between ninety and a hundred sail employed 
again in it, (which !revival would undoubtedly 
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bw^^bteen Jo«t to that i^atioBi, bad inot (hose 
exploring and discoyety Yoyagea beeii. per* 
fyfmeij) with .renewed advantages,, not only in 
biinguQg HFealth to the nation, botin also estab- 
liaUng an additional nursery for seamen^ 

whiohi it is well known, is the main spring 
ofanaipry. 

And your memorialist is now in p<M3session 
of the fact, that losing voyages by our Ameri^ 
can. vessels have already^ aiul lately, been 
made, owing to the scarcity of fishes and ani^ 
mala at: their old grounds, or places of .resort, 
for theiv requisite, natural, aDd annuaV wants 
of feed, propagation, &c. ; particularly the lat* 
ler,: the seals; which ill success and hard fotr 
tune will still prevail, and in an inoreaflie4 
measure, if not to a total abandonment in a 
few yearsi if thi^ national exploring and re* 
liearch are not soon entered upon and effected, 
by discovering^ marii:ing down, and prcwul-* 
gating new resorts, grounds, and places, where 
those amphibious animals and fishes. are to. be 
again found in plenty, as jthey are still met.with^ 
numerous, anth.eir travels, in those; seas. 

. The. vessels now employed in this whaling 
and waling businstss to the South Seas,. Far 
eifio Ocean, &c.,, on taking their departure 
ftom'por^ :ports, parooeed direct for lba.ol4 
groondfi and placea of xm<»rt of . tho^e. fiahiea wA 
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1 

animals where they are riow found and met 
with, so scattering and wild as to protract their 
voyages, often to such a length as to frequent- 
ly exhaust their provisions, which were laid in 
for the voyage ; and, of course, oblige them td 
recruit iii a foreign port, or force them to re- 
turn home with a losing voyage, and which, it 
is confidently believed, such an exploration 
would prevent, and cause a more sure, prompt, 
and successful voyage and return, by its dis- 
covery and marking down of new grounds 
anrl places of their resorts : — which expedition 
would also make more sure and safe the life 
of the mariner, by placing in their true situa-^ 
tions the many dangers, &c., and thereby 
aiding and benefiting navigation as well as 
science, &c. 

Further, your petitioner and his associates, 
in their arduous enterprises and persevering 
endeavours for many years past, to the general 
national good, and to promote this fishery, and 
commercial trade, and in discoveries, have had 
the fortune to discover a new continent, or ex- 
tensive lands, in the southern hemisphere :^— 
which, by the generous act, as due to American 
enterprise, of a talented circumnavigator,* be- 
longing to a powerful and magnanimous 

* The commandsr of the Russian Discovery Shi|^. 

14* 



natipn, haai received th^ name of Palmer's 
l^n^ and which, it is earnestly desuce4> may 
ba ej^plared and surveyed by Ihia pra^jted-for 
Rational expedition^ for thQ ge^e|^ pqblic good 
of Qur nation ; as it ii^ yet unceitain what valu- 
able sQWoes.of ricb furs, oiis^ &c.9 it may can-^ 
tiUn, ai^d supply to ovur ba;rdy, adventuroMs, 
^outh Sea mariners. 

Naw, therefore, your petitipper doth humbly 
pray, that this much required government ex- 
peditiou, be sent put; I4Q endeavour to obtain 
ihqa^. national benefits herein set forth^ and 
^bich Qanpol^ as in evidence by trifti, bet dona 
gr performed by any private means. 

As your memorialist is of opinion suQh a 
national discpvery and exploring expedition 
would, in a very weighty degree, accomplish 
those before-mentioned benefits to navigation, 
commerce, the fisheries, science, &c.,.yourpe-t 
tjitioner is likewise strongly in the belief, that 
^^ld expeditipn, in traversing those.unfrequ^nt- 
f d seas, would make new discoveriea of landa 
and islands, which would liil^ely tend to ^vancei 
Qur commercial trade^ ^jc. 

Also, further,! that they would SFearch out, 
discover, and mark dpwn at inhabited as weU 
^ at uninhabited lan^^ and ii^dands, as also, all 
the sea-banks and coral reefs, new depots, 
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again procured in abundance, viz. of sandal 
wood, bird's nest, beach-la-mer, pearls, turtle 
shell, &o., which would much revive again this 
commercial trade to China, &c. 

Furthermore, your petitioner feels confident 
that this expedition would discover, and do an 
act of gr^at humanity in their routes, by falling 
iix with and returning again to their homes, some 
of those now missing ships' crews of Ameri-^ 
can ciUi^ens thus long absent from their coxmr 
try, families, friends, and civil society, and 
which, perhaps, are now dragging out a lonsh 
some and suffering life, after being cast away 
upon som^ uninhabited island, or in slavery to 
some oannibal chief on an inhabited one ; which 
pains the heart in deep distress of feeling in 
the suffering thought of those most unfortunate 
missing fellow-citizens and voyagers :— <-And| 
to relieve even a single, ship's crew of them by 
such an expedition, what a parental act of 
government this 1 And yet further, your peti- 
tioner feels sure that they would greatly benefit 
and improve navigatioa by exploration and 
survey ,^^ and in correcting the situations, and 
plaeing them true on the charts, to be in use, 
of mn^y islands and dangers^ and thereby 
mskk^e the now dangerous ha^id much less to 
the marioor, in.ow wImIq, seali and tradiog «bip« 
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and yesselSy when trayersing those oceans and 
seas. - 

Finally, all will admit that such an eicpedi- 
tion would add much to history, science, &c., 
and your memorialist is sincere in the belief, 
that, if land is not discovered in the way, they 
may reach a very high south latitude, if not in 
the vicinity of the south pole. The noted voy- 
ager, Captain Weddell, who obtained to this 
S. latitude of 74'' 15' states, in this latitude the 
sea was then free of ice, and that he had fine 
mild weather. And should the American ex- 
pedition discover land in th^ir way on proceed- 
ing south on its examination, who knows but 
what it may afford or produce invaluable and rich 
furs, oils, &c., in addition to a new discovery? 

And your petitioner would here respectfully 
remark, with a view to show the weight and 
length of time his mind has been engaged in- 
tent on this exploring subject^ and requests, in 
all deference, permission to state in illustration, 
that, while engaged in the command and agen- 
cy in prosecuting those South Sea/ Pacific, and 
China voyages, he has for upwards of thirty 
years past, had before his mind's eye the «vi^ 
deuces of the advantages and benefits of such 
an exploring expedition to his nation, with the 
constant increasing surmises and evidences 
coming up. before him in observation, touchmg 
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and relating to the most proper kind of vessels^ 
with their fitments, &a., to enable and give thd: 
most sani^nine promise to such an expedition, 
to obtain the greatest favourable and brilliant 
result ; which, if this petition be granted, he ic 
freely willing to communicate for the national 
benefit 

Also, personal experience has taught the 
subscriber that situations will occur on such 
voyages of exploration, both in high and low 
latitudes, which would be fatal to the large and 
heavy ship, . when the small and lighter vessel 
would escape. 

The writer, of this has wintered in his ship 
in a high latitude, in the icy region towards the 
south pole^ and personally observed the forma* 
tion, and make, and movements of the ice 
islands, bergs, &c.^ on the break up of the 
winter^ and of its frozen massy barriers, caus- 
ing a terrific, thundering roar^ like that of tea 
thousand cannon, seemingly making terra-firma 
tremble to its foundations ; and been with his 
ship in veiy tiying and painful situations, ia 
the mountainous swell of rolling billows or tur* 
gid seasy ia calms and currenJts,. in the equaUK 
rial latitude^ among the Qoralfeefii» when at the 
same time beset and siuroimded by the aav* 
ages, which ifero^d Ibave been fatal^ beyond 
the possibility of human means, to extricate 
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h6r^ if a heary ship^ bat having a lighter yefh 
sel, he escaped from this awaiting, drisadful 
fate ; but. which happened to be the lot of our 
first ship, and all on board of ber which was 
sent to the Feejee Islands after sandal . wood, 
&c. :-*H»he being a full built, heavy vessel^ was 
wrecked by drifting, and being hove by the 
biUowed sea, in a calm and current on the 
coral reef, and every soul on board of bar, save 
the Tonga native pilot, perished, or were mas- 
sacred by the savages, as each individual ob^ 
tained, through the breakers and surf, a foot- 
hold on the rocks 

A similar situation and case was no doubt 
the fate and destruction of the much-*la;mented 
and unfortunate La Perouse, • bis frigates and 
their crews, which, with more proper and light- 
er vessels, would perhaps have been avoided. 

Also, as an additional evidence of weight of 
advantage such an exploring has been to his 
mind, he would respectfully mention a fact, 
viz. : That an expedition of 4; wo ships was pre- 
pared, and nearly ready for sea in their depar- 
ture on this service, in the spring of 1812, un- 
der his command, and a commission was grant- 
ed by the President of the United States, to 
your petitioner, in the command of the same, 
when the sudden declaration of war by Ck)n« 
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gress put a stop to its sailing, and finally caus-* 
ed it to be abandoned. 

Your petitioner also respectfully begs, it will 
be bere noted, that since that date the addi* 
tional weighty call^ or necessity, that such a 
national expedition should be sent out, is, that 
the important discovery of the continent of 
Pahnefs Lomd has been made by Americans ; 
which will also show in evidence, that in our 
South Sea marinefrs' and voyagers' minds, at 
least, this exploring project petitioned for is not 
a visionary idea, but for real and important na- 
tional benefits that are much needed. 

All wluch is most respectfully submitted 

Edmund Fanning. 

December 7th, 1833. 



Notes explanatory of the subject (f the Nor 
iionai Exploring ExpeditionjOTf — A plain tale of 
factSi 4^. , 

Thus is recorded the ojSdcial memorial of 
evidence of the acts, and doings of a citizen, 
whom the Almighty, in his goodness, has 
been pleased to bless with a long life of three 
score and ten \ nearly fifty years of which hav- 
ing been spent in the enterprise of voyaging in 
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' rraearch and dkcoTerf tendibg grestljr io the 
benefit of his country and its citizens, as veil 
as the pecuniary . benefita^ he. tn^ets^ that a 
juftt and liberal public wiU not: suffer now^to be 
taken from hiqci in the- boar age pf ^ life^ the 
small a^rard* due to any saerit. her m»:f :be de- 
serving of, — ^whfle he; in die best of:leeltngB, 
does not ^ish and is not desinous of taking 
from any fellow-being tbe least fealiheir'a weiig;ht 
of the credit due to them, in rocording those 
historioal facte which he coneeives; in. justice 
belong to hunsielf and those of name deartohyn. 
Sundry. : priiits haiye, with many fiaitlfeiing 
pufl^ given the whole credit and mejpit as pro- 
jector and procurer of the authorization by 
Congress of the American South Se% Explor- 
ing Expedition, to another citizen^ who truly 
and richly is entitled^nd deserving of a large 
share of merit in this national measure. But 
the author of this work would rii^ectfully ask 
to here note the fallowing ^xjplanations corro- 
borated by facts, vouchers, &c., in addition to 
|L reference to those extracts of niemorials, in 
vindication of just cl^edit to hfe doings, and acts 
relative to, or touching' on the m^asurie of send- 
ing out this laudable national enterprise, viz. 
' This citizen, to whom those prints give all 
credit, sailed in 1829, from the United States; 
as one of the scientific corps in the American 
Exploring Brigs, Seraph and Annawan, sent 
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out under the directive agency of the author of 
this volume; and he did not return to the 
United States until the Frigate Potomac, Com- 
modore Downes, in May, 1834. This being 
the fact, and referring to the foregoing extracts 
of memorials, how can his friends, those edi- 
tors, claim for him the merit of being the first 
projector of this expedition, and moreover of 
procuring its authorization by Congress, when 
the measure had, at his return, been thus al- 
ready urged by the author of this work with 
unwearied zeal, before that honourable body 
for three sessions, and the honourable sena- 
tors, and members, it is presumed, had now 
become familiar with the project, as also to 
have an earnest patriotic interest in the fair 
promise of the honour and benefit such an 
enterprise would be to the nation. The ex- 
tracts of the memorials and proceedings can 
be corroborated by a reference to the records 
of Congress, as also by hundreds of most 
respectable citizens (solicited by him) who sup- 
ported the author's petition to Congress by 
their memorials. 

Farther, as the earliest in bringing this ex- 
ploring subject before government, see Fan- 
ning's Voyages, page 492, where it will 
appear in evidence, that the author had the 
honour to bring this subject before govemr 

15 
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iDent, iu 1810 and 13, during Mr. Madison's 
presidency. The author, therefore, freely 
leaves it with his fellow-citizens, and the re- 
spective readers, to decide to whom belongs 
Jdcte merit of projector, &c,, if there be anjr 
beyond that to which every patriotic cilizen 

j»ay be entitled. 

He will only in all due deferei^Ms add^ that 
at the time of the arrival of the Potomac, it 
was well known that the project was advanch 
ing in Congress, in a sure proaiipect of its ai^ 
thorization ; and any citizen being single^ with* 
out a family to support, could as well boanj him* 
self in Washington City, as at any other plaoe^ 
during the sessions, — and could put in a petiUon 
to Coi^ess, for any project he pleased? ev^n 
if tlie same had already been petitioned for; and 
^t same time, by thus forming a numerous acr 
quaintance, and more especially when possess- 
ing shining elemental advantages of education, 
embellished by address, he could, by the aid 
i( high literary acquirements, orations, &c., 
cause an impression on the public mind and 
press to go forth, that he was the sole projec- 
tor, &o., of such a nleasure. To correct which 
in this case, the author conceived it due in jus*^ 
tice, disclaiming all intentional censure ordisre* 
speot, to here respectfully note these explana* 
tion^i ^Ci without the most remote desire^ or 
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intention to hurt the feelings^ or to take from 
any active, and patriotic citizen^ one iota of his 
claim of merit But only to explain and lay 
the case fairly and plainly before the public, 
that the real Simon Pure may have his just 
proportion of the award, if there be any other 
than ordinary. At the time of the authoriza^ 
tion of this expedition by Congress, its fair 
bill was before the Honse of Representatives, 
and when, in its turn, it should have been taken 
up, would undoubtedly then have passed, and 
it is believed by a greater majority, and in a 
better conciliating satisfaction, tlian on the 
course it went through, in the general appro^ 
priation bilL However, the honourable Sena^^ 
tor, S. L. Southard, thought proper, with what 
view he best knows, to move in the honourable 
United States' Senate, the authorization for this 
measure of a sloc^ ef war, etc., in the geneni 
liaval appropriation bill-^whereupon it passed.' 
Npw, if the bonoorable senator made thai 
move with the view to secure the president's' 
sanctian, it was perfectly needless — ^as migfak 
have been known by one word with the venen 
rable president on the subject; as the author 
was present tt Washington, at the time urging^ 
forward the project, and froin his oral comma** 
nicatton with the Executive, to his certaia 
knowledge, he is decidedly in the belief^ thsA 
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our yeilerable, patriotic president, would as 
urillinglj and cheerfully, and that in earnest 
zealous support, have then signed the fair bill 
on its passage, a^s that of any other bill what- 
ever, that was signed by him during his presi- 
dency ; and what relatively follows hereafter 
in this volume, will, it is presumed, show to the 
satisfactory corroboration of this fact 
. The Peacock attempt. — ^The public, it is pre- 
sumed, are weU informed of the attempt, by the 
if^building and preparation of the sloop of war. 
Peacock, to fit oiit an exploring expedition to the 
SoQth Seas, during the years 1827-8, under the 
presidency of the Hon. J. Q. Adams, by the au- 
tibority of a resolution of the honourable House 
of Representatives of the United States only ; 
and its failure and abandonment, on the change 
of the next presidency and administration under 
General Andrew Jackson — ^leaving an unfa- 
veurable impression on the minds of President 
Jackson and his executive counsellors, towaids 
such a project— -owing, no doubt, to the ab- 
sence of correct information, by or from expe« 
rianced explanations on the subject, relative to 
its needy importance to the nation, as also to 
title national benefits it would be to commerce, 
the whale and seal fisheries, navigation, sci- 
ence, &c., &c., as well as to the honour of 
tlie nation and its gallant navy. This unfa* 
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Vourable impression absolutely required to be 
remoyed/and a contra-faYour^bte impression 
ijiade and established, before any hope could 
be had of a bill being passed by Congress and 
ratified by the President, authorizing such a 
South Sea discovety and exploring expedition. 
This the author zealously undertook, and the 
following vouchers and evidences will, with 
the sequel, show how well and happily he sno^ 
ceeded. 

On repairing to Washington, at the com- 
mencement of the session of Congress, in 
1831, with the petition to present to Congress 
for such a national measure, he was accompa- 
nied by two able and well-informed citizens, to 
aid in his explanations and to remove the diffi- 
culty, and bring about, if possible, a favourable 
opinion and result, as well as to raise up a 
determination in the government to carry the 
enterprise into effect. 

The following proce^dinga took place, as 
related in the letter of the author, (herewith,) 
to President Van Buren. 

From the files of a mass of voluminous coi^ 
respondence by the author, had during hia 
persevering, industrious aid, to effect this South 
Sea exploring expedition, the following letters, 
extracts, &c., are hereby submitted, as evi* 
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dence of his acts and doings in faronr and 

pnpport of this laudable national jproject. 

On the close of General Jacksbn's presi- 
dency, and soon after President Van Buren's 

administration had commenced, doubts were 

mentioned as to this expedition ever being sent 

out. Therefore, to aid in its sure taiimg^ 

jthiB author addresised a letter of explanation, 

&c., to the Executive on the subject, of which 

the following is an extract. 

4 

New-York, June VMh, 1837. 

To His Excellency Martin Van Buren^ Presi- 
dent of the United States, Washington City. 

I respectfully request to place before the 
President, the following further information, 
■&c., viz : — 

Before presenting the petition to Congress 
bn this subject of a National South Sea Ex- 
ploring expedition, early in December, 1831, 1, 
w^ith an experienced commander in explora- 
tions in the southern hemisphere,'^ and also a 

* Captain Benjamia Pendteton, senior in the oommand, 

and John Frampton Wataon, Esq., M.D , Profesaort and of 
the scientific corps of the American Exploring Expeditioa 
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scientific citizen of first qualification, who had 
also voyaged to that part of our globe, waited 

on President Jackson, explained our views of 
its merits, and the honour, benefits, &c., which 
would likely result to the nation by a govern- 
ment discovery and exploring expedition to the 
South Seas, &c.,' — ^The Ihresident listened at- 
tentively, in. much interest ; — and in conclusion 
observed, he saw its merits, and the benefits 
that might be obtained to our commerce, the 
fisheries, navigation, &c.j &c., — ^said we could 
present the petition, and if Congress would au- 
thorize the project, it should now have his 
ready and earnest support, desiring me, on 
taking leave, to give my views, &c., on the sub- 
ject to the secretary of the navy. Accordingly 
we the next morning waited on, at his depart- 
ment, the Honourable Secretary Woodbury, 
submitted to him our views, &c., (that able 
and highly worthy officer. Commodore Rogers, 
being present,) when Mr. Woodbury requested, 
firstly, — ^the perusal of our petition t6 Con- 
gress, then, in his usual patriotism, observed, 
like the President, if Congress should au- 
thorize the measure, it should receive his ready 
support 

of brigs Seraph and Annawao, which had been sent out 
to those seas, patronized by the executive gOTemment of 
the UnitedStates. 
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• This gave encouragement to presaoLt the pe« 
Mbn, as also mj attendance, session after 
session, zealously nrging forward the project, 
lip to its authorization. 

Having* the honor to be 
With high regard, 

The President's obdt. servt. 
EDMUND FANNING. 

Copy of a letter from the Honourable Secre- 
tary of the nary, to the author. 

Navy Department, December 7, 1832. 

Sir,— Your letter of the 6th instant (on the 
exploring expedition) has been received. I 
will be rery happy to carry into execution any 
directions Congress may be pleased to give, 
on the interesting subject of your letter. 
I am respectfully, sir, your ob'd't servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY. 
Captain Edmund Fanning, 
New-York. 

Extracts from the letters to the author from 
the honourable G. C. Verplanck, of the House of 
Representatives ; and the honourable Senator 
Robbins, of the United States' Senate ; and 
from the honourable secretary of ^Qdj^ imii^» ^ 
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date, Navy D^mrtment, 15th June 1836, wiU 
show in evidence^ the opinion of the government 
relative to the part, and interest in uid the 
author had taken and performed to the autho- 
rization, &c., of this Nation;al South Sea Dis- 
covery and Exploring Expedition project, with 
likewise that of his ability relative to the im- 
portant command of it. 



WashiDgton, February 9, 1831. 

Beat Sir,— Your communications on the sub- 
ject of the National Discovery Expedition have 
been duly received. The expedition of dis- 
covery cannot but prove a valuable addition to 
geographical and commercial knowledge, to 
which I shall be happy to contribute any aid or 
advice in my power, 

I am^ With respect, your oVd't servant, 

G. C. VERPLANK. 
Captaih E. Fanning^ 
New-York, 



Washington Chj, February 13^, 183d. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have received your letter of the 
11th inst. I view the project (of a National 
South Sea Exploring Expedition) su^ested^ 
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» you do, as one of great natibnal import- 
ance. 
With great respect^ jour ob'dt serrant, 

ASHER BOBBINS. 
Captain Edmund FanninOi 
New-York. 



Navy Department, 15th June 1836. 

If Congress had authorized such Exploring 
Expedition to be conducted by citizens and not 
by officers of the navy, your claim to command 
the expedition would be a strong one,— but 
Congress havb made it an affair of the navy,-— 
and I find you renounce all desire to sail in the 
expedition, as you believe the officers of the 
navy equal in all respects to the task. 

Your zeal in procuring a law for an ex* 
plorer's expedition is well known. 

I am, with great respect, your ob'd't servant, 

M. DICKERSON. 
Captain E. Fanning, 
New-York. 

And as further evidence that the author con- 
tinued to the latest to contribute his humble aid 
to the expedition, he would here respectfully 
remark, that, having received assurance from 
the honourable secretary of the navy, that any 
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suggestidtts relatire to the choice of route to be 
taken by the expedition, after sailing from the 
port of the United States, would be rery accep- 
table, whereby the author promptly tendered 
the following herein after mentioned four pages 
of suggestions, &c., which were forwarded by 
mail, encloised in his letter, as per copy here- 
with. 

(C30PTO 

New-Tork, September 6tb, 1837. 

Dear Sir,~-Agfeeable to your farour of the 
29th ult., I have the honour herewilli to for^ 
ward the enclosed views on route, &c. 

With great respect, your ob'd*t servant* 

E. FANNING. 
To the Hon. Mahlon Dickerson, 
Secretary U. States' Navy, 
Washington City. 

Note, — The enclosed paper in this letter to the honourable 
secretary of the navy, contained four pag^ cleaely .written 
of the author's extensive viewo, suggestions, &c., relative 
to the most proniising route for the expedition to tkke on 
its dc^parting from oiir port, and on navigating in ^e SiDntb 
&eas, :&a. Likecvise infurnimg of the most 'ConveDiflBl 
jhaibottm, andplAQ^s ofresdestotis, dia &e. 

* * 

The folio wiag is a wpj of the letter from thcK 
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honourable secretary of the narji acknowledge 
ing the receipt of the same. 

(COPT.) 

Navy Department, September 8th, 1837. 

Sir, — ^I have received your letter of the 6th 
inst., with your suggestions as to the route for 

the S. S. Exploring Expedition, — ^for which I 

thank you. They shall receive a respectful 

consideration. 

I am with great respect, your ob'd't servant, 

M. DICKERSON. 

Captain Edmund Fanning. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Chaun- 
cey, to the Honourable Noyes Barber, member 
of the United States' Congress. 

Navy Commissioners' Office, 
February 22d, 1834. 

Dear Sir, — I have the pleasure to receive 
your favour of the 19th inst, enclosing a com- 
mimication from E. Fanning, Esq., upon the 
subject of an Exploring Expedition to the 
South Seas, etc. I have known Captain Fan- 
ning since I was a boy, and believe him to be 
08 pare and disinterested a patriot as any in 
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our country, and I am pereuaded that he has no 

interested* motive in recommending to Con- 
gress the adoption of some measure to explore 
the southern oceans. 

I am, dear sir, very truly yours, 

J. CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. Notes Barber, M. C. 
House of Representatives, 

Was'iington City. 

' ' ■ ' . . ■ .' •■ ■ ■ 

* 
If the general reader please, it may be 

noticed that the dates to the small number of 

vouchers here inserted, are sufficient to show 

the ch^in of constant attention of the author to 

the subject of this Exploring Expedition^ froofi 

the Session of Congress in 1831, the time of 

the presentation of his petition, up to and after 

its authorization by Congress, and to the iime 

of its^^near sailing, by his offers of aid. to ite 

routes.: Nev.erthele&fs, having reason to , courr 

ceive, now the expedition is authorized, and 

fearing that the author's name should be omit^ 

ted; with \li& small proportion of merit, (by 

active movements with t}ie purest desire tq 

serve his country,) in the volume of the voyage, 

* A report had; at this time, got circulated, that the author 
was exerting himself to obuifo the authorization of this ezpe. 
ditioD, with a view to self employ. 

16 
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ers.* After so many yens ^ yoluft^ry, l^i|t 
zealous 4ti*uggliDg^,t9^^^r with much pecu- 
niaiy Q2)Qrifi|^» t^ndtime spent in attendance on 
Congress, travelling, etc., bj; tt»e >H^^r ; J^P 
feels reluctant, nowU)^j|je.Ql?jpftt| i§,Q})^i)|fd, 
and the expedition duly ^uthpn^^^y ^^ he thus 
put aside into oblivion, like a worn out cipher ; 
find therefore feels tbat ct geip^rous pufaJilc, will 
-^xpuse ^nd. indulge hip) iu thus plft^ipg tj^e snb- 



wtiereithe Bopoural^I^ Secretary pf th^ ^^vy, m hi^ letter f>( 
&te/Nayy Depaitment September 13U^^ I^SKi; to Capcidii 
lones, tte aouor cAiser iii oomaiwid «f tkit MpedkMii, hM 

. . *' 7^9 par^qn witb vbom ypM iptirpntp I bf^ye ippna^jKHU)? 
e4* I presume, is Capiain Edpun^ Fanning, of New-Yor](. 

** Captain Panning \6ng mhce planned a South Sea Ex* 
ploriag Expedition, and has been urging it upon Cteagr ess 
•voF siiiee. the adoikiistratliui of Mr Madison, flo.fiir- ■• 
tli^ns ifi m rnjBfit i^ yuggestiiig J^M}. iirging this m^^fl^. i| ip 
4^ to Q»pt^n Fanning, Hq i^ ii|tipiat^iy fi^mMjit?** wilb 
many regions which it is inteiuled to explore ; and it is very 
desirable ^o haye the benefit of his knowledge and experience^ 
both iq fitting out and^condnc^g tbe. expedition. 

^ 1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

- M- DiCKEESOM." 

U.S. Navy." . ..;, 
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ject in its true light before them^ With all dn* 
respect, he thinks that the handsoioe invita^ 
tion* (declined) given to him by the honourable 
secretary of the U. S. Navy, to go out in the 
expedition, will put at rest any thought of his 
ever having acted (as has been remarked) with 
a view to self-interest, of future employment 
and emolument, but solely for the good of his^ 
country, and the inhabitants on other parttf <A 
the faee of our globe. This is the real state of 
the case. 

The author would here with respectful de*' 
ference, remark, that the vessels that now com« 
pose the Exploring Expedition, (except the 
frigate and her store-ship^f) are not such at 
would by him have been preferred or selected. | 

^ tli§ reaion for declinifig will satisracfarQ jr appeat in the 
publicaCibn of the author^a life and correapobdeDce, m.-^h^ 
being aofiiir advaoeed ifi the time of Hie giveti to^e age of 
man. - . 

I The author Would much prefer a properly constrtteted 
iingle ship to even theae two, for this special service; to adt 
as the Flag ship. 

:|; During the year 1811, that able and talented ahipwright 
Henry Eckibrd, built for the author two ships of about 380^ 
tons each, on the nnost approved model, as Was supposed, tixt 
this special service of discovery and ezplormg V6ise1s. Oilr 
trial these proved to bia ftrst rale buoyant iea boats, asdf 
very swift sailing, and alert wbHcing VMeb. Oi)i fisMiinM^ 
them, this very ingenious builder' plaihiy rfkdW^ Mi - b« Ml 
different plan in the construction from Uie usdtf 'l**^ 
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They will undoubtledly answer the purpose to 
a certain degree, but, those far better adapted 
might have been procured, which would have 
insured a promise of the utmoist degree of com- 
fort, safety, and despatch. Having had res- 



mechanical improvemeDt in their support and security, by 
clamp framed decks, and chain' braced frames, (which system 
of plan, on explanation, is not only convincingly more efficient, 
^d fitr superior, but would readily appear -as 'simple, when 
explained, as was that of the greatest discoverer Columbus, in 
making the egg stand on its end,) in the like noodels. as 
were the above two vessels ; that there could be procured 
for this exploring iservice, two of similar model and construc- 
tion, which would be fkr supenor in performance, comfort, 
and safoty in heavy weather, or among dangers by ice ^c^ 
as also for swift sailing, and alert working, it is believed, to 
what has ever yet been produced by any nation. The long 
experience the author has hftdin navigating in every clime, 
was, by this evidence copfirmable in bia.inind as most supe- 
rior, and would no doubt be decidedly and highly approved 
of by the first judges as preferable ; as surely giving to their 
commanders the means and aid of doing and performing far 
beyond, and in much greater safety and despatch, tbap what 
as yet ever has been done or performed by man. Such as 
these are the kind of vessels which the author was so very 
anxious his country should have the advantage of for ex« 
plorers in this first American National Exploring Expedition* 
in the room of those heavily, clumsily built old. fashioned 
brigs and schooners, now attached for this part of the service. 
Further,- with two such exploring vessels, on the Eckford 
plan, the expedition would have been, Fulton-like, new, and 
trvly American, ^ 
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sela built for this service in the earliest of alt 
adventures on the briny 6oean» ol*. icV seas,! by 
one of the first ^shipwrights that ever took draft 
or model in hand, (the lamented Eckfoid,) ajftd 
being only zealously ttpxiQus that this first 
American national trials shc^lji hav^ in its ^ ser- 
vice the best ad)apted vessels iwhiah. would give . 
the faimst prpmise to excel ; ^nd because ther ; 
author's practical experience could not admit : 
that the Pioneer, ConHort, and Pilot,* were th#:: 
best adapted vessels for this is^ervice that could 
be procured, it has been upgenerously reported, 
that he was opposed to the expedition Op^ ; 
posed to it, indeed :!—rwhBn our globe re* 
volves to the-west^ and not to the east^ then, 
and not tilLthen, wiUtfais be the fact How 
illiberally unjust ! And after the author's long 
untiring task of zealous attention, and urging 
to obtain the authorizatioD and fit out of thia. 
first national Exploring Expedition ; he cannot . 
but respectfully remark, that it has not, even 
now, such an important and msgnificent na* 

* This vessel, it is already said, has been condeiqned, as 
unfit for the service she was built for, and put at rest to re- 
main in j)ort as a receiving ship. This beiiig the fiict, can' 
there be a stronger evidence of the want of deficieney of ex-» 
perieneed infonnation and knowledge in the preparatioos^ 
coDstructk>B,or thtitwopi^r vessels, &e.r.in the fit out of 
ezpeditioa) 

16* 
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tional enterprise been managed and prepared, 
as the author's experience would have coun- 
selled ; and yet, its expenditure has been alto- 
gether unprecedented. His tendered know- 
ledgie, and long experience, when communi- 
cated, have been mainly put aside and unlistened 
to, in its fit out. It is presumed, however, that 
its able commander will hereafter have the gal- 
lant generosity to explain why this has so been ; 
at least, it is thought judicious to thus leave this 
circumstance, until the result of the expedition 
is known. Nevertheless, as the real facts are, 
as herein penned, and so plainly related, and 
substantially supported, relative to his acts, 
and doings, in the aid to its authorization, — 
may it not be respectfully asked, is not every 
citizen in the expedition, from its talented com- 
mander, down to the smallest boy, under, at 
least, some small obligation to the author, for 
their desired station in the voyage ? But time 
will show, whether the gallant officer appointed 
to this very honourable, brilliant, and import- 
ant command, of one of the noblest, and high- 
est stations to commendable ambitious pride, 
will cause justice to be given on the volume 
of the records of the voyage to an unaspiring 
citizen, (the author,) or leave it, as a vacant 
spot, or tarnished mark, on the bright and- 
shining escutcheon of . this laudable nfltSdn)al' 
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enterprise. He has only to add, (if it ever 
sailSy) that whatever the events or result of the 
expedition may be, it now has the most ardent 
wish of the author, that it will be brilliantly 
fortunate, and terminate in additional fresh 
honour, glory, and benefit to the Ameriean 
name, nation, and navy ; as also to those pa- 
triotic adventurers who sail in it. 

Finally, with the utmost respect be it said, 
it is as sure, as that the sun shines at noon, in 
a clear day, that this American National South 
Sea, Exploring Expedition, would notj now, 
(in October 1837,) have been authorized, had 
not the author of this work been in being, and 
a citizen of these United States,* this is the 
absolute fact, whatever its result may turn out 
to be. Therefore, for future proof, this passage 
is here recorded ; because, not any other citizen, 
it is presumed, could have hoped to, or so suc- 
cessfully and happily have explained away the 

* And yet, with all defQrence, the plan and proceedings of 
its fit out, are so wide from the author's views, that with such 
exploring vessels as the provided brigs and schooners are, it 
brings fears, that, af\er all, it may result in no great benefit, 
&e., to the nation, if it do not prove in the end, better if it 
never had been authorized. This would be truly discour- 
aging , to Ameriean patriotic enterprise, — which may the 
Giver of all gopd prevent However, what is herein related 
will be an historical record of its rise and progress — let its 
result be what it knay. 
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wrong or linf^yoarable impresftioQ, on the mind: 
of the Presifl^nt, to such a national project ; 
ami made it appear thus greatly tolhe honour 
and benefit of the nation, except he had .ha4 
the like personal experienqe as the. authpri whiO 
also bad the fortune to bold, and waa faypur«4 
in weight of argument, by ihat of the hoi^otir 
of holding a commission (iphick fva$ submuied^: 
in the command of a aimilar Discovery and 
Exploring Expedition, granted to the author hj. 
President Madison, a former Executivie of tho: 
United 8tateS|. highly eminent in ;ib6 : rank oi 
wisdom as a atatesmaD. For what avail would 
it have been, even for Congress to hbve pas^d 
a bill authorizing it, if the unfavourable im^ 
pression had not been first removed, as the 
President^ . it is weU tcnown, possessed the 
power of veto. 

In order to show the public, and general read^ 
er, that there has been no holding back of aid, 
or neglect on the part of the author, in ever 
promptly giving his assistance to this national 
enterprise ; he would state, in farther illustra- 
tion and explanation, that previous to any ap- 
pointment whatever being made to this Ameri? 
can National South Sea Exploring ExpeditioOt 
the author tendered his services in aid of au- 
perintehdihg the preparations, construction of 
the proper vessels, &c., in its out fit ; this was 
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done by abetter to bis Excelleitcy the PresK: 
dent of the United States, forwarded ■ under 
covqr to a patriotic ietnd |)roimnent Hon. Memr; 
ber of Congress, who was well acquainted with 
the author's long aiid arduous perseverance in* 
the obtainiiig its authclization, with the reqitest 
that he would have the kindness to pass it in 
pertott mto the hand pf the President. The' 
authbii in due time, receired a line from' this^ 
gentleman, (the honourable- Richard M^ John*: 
son,) stating that he had^ haiMed tiie letter of 
tender to the Presideiit, who reciejived it, in^ 
thankful kindness, and said it should receive 
a respectful consideration. Soon after, the- 
author received a letter from the honourable 
Secretary of the United-States' Navy, remark- 
ing that the author's letter to the President, 
tendering^ his services in aid of the fit out of the 
Kxpl<}nQg Expedition, had been referred to bis 
departm^t, and when the tinie arrived for 
talu^g up, and actiiig on the subject, it should 

have the mo$t iiespectful consideration.^ Here 

* ' . • ■ ■ . ■ ' / ■ ■ 

__^ ' ■ ' ,■■..,/*». j ■ . ■! 

* The decline, or objection to the aid of the author, n^ho 
possessed much experience relating to the subject of the pre- 
paratiod, constnicuon of the proper Teasisls; &€•, fi>r the 
e]q[)edition,.ooakl.iiot.hfkye rested with^His Excellency, the 
President, of Hon; Secretary of the Navy. For the. reasona 
of tbi4 opimoo, peQ the ^tra^tt of letter, from Army and Navy 
Chronicle for December 1st, lb36. Page 128, 
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the author's tender of aiisistance has rested^ 
and since remained in silence; bnt why it had. 
thns^ silently remained, and why his long per* 
sonal practice, experience, and information on 
the subject, has been put aside^ he has^ not thfl 
means of explaining. Subsequently air ^ex^ 
tensive correspondence with the hononibbld 
Secretary of the Navy, has taken place on the < 
project, coneemiag information, &lo., which in^: 
formation, the author^ notwithstanding, has 
been ever ready to (Contribute, but which, in the 
main,, has had very little useful effect. For 
what reason it has so been, the author in left in 
the dark. 



A list of the vessels, officers, and icientido 
cqrps, which compose the American National 
South Sea Exploring Expedition. The fol* 
lowing being a correct list, as reported, $t this 
date, of the United States' South Sea Explor* 
ing Expedition, November 20, 1837.* 

* Since the date of thii lift, by the tenor of a letter, the 
author has subsequently receiyed on the subject, from the 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy, it appeiirs, that alteratidna ot 
stations and officers, may yet take place before the ejcj^edi* 
tion sails. 
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l%e Flag Skip, U. 8. iSrifate, tfactfiimUm. \ 
Commodore Thomas Ap CMmAjt Joilea,' Mnidt In cR»m^ 

Captain James Armstrong* 

Lieutenants George Al- MqfU^M Andrew IL Long^ 
Arthur Siq^i;, f^ .'(I^Qfl^ Tu|r|]^ 
Acting Master, H. J. Hartstp^. q ,. 
Fleet Sargeon, a TWMw. >(|^|l^t»,. ^|^ 

Cbminoaore'slSecretaryi William M/SiS^w^rt " . 

Passed Midshipmen, J. A. UndenTPod, uk) W, 8. SWify.^ " 

Midshipmen, Samuel Smith, Cat^X Ap !(• loDes, Jiiibes 
h. Biair, Archibald M'Rae, Daniel Ami^n, hp. Wait, D. 
Williamson, P. A. Parker, H. H, H^rnj^. 

Commodore's Clerk, J, S. Nevids. 

Captain's Clerk, G. A. Thomas. 

Boatswain, John dhahhbn. ■■''■■>*■■ 

Gunner, GustaxiW Jfymfim ... ; . - . 

Carpenter, L. K,TfHi?n«i|l|KJU . 

Sail Maker, Samuel B. Bapin^ 

Purser, William Speiden< 

Purser's Steward^ Franklin Cur^^: 

Office^ of Marines, Commandiogi Q|p|tf^ii .f i^ip^ SMlQ* 






New 8i0re Skipi Il^JM^J^r^ 

Lieutenant Commandant, iTlio^ia^s 'Ak I)d]!^^ "'' ' 

Lieutenant, Stepl^^^f . I^KfHV . , / 

Acting Master, R. F. Pinkney. 

PasseS iMMUhipiied; 5'. H. NorAi 'W. L/lHKnrjr, ftixl 

Assistant Surgeon^ E» Gilchite' 



^*- I •' 
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- Grunner, A. A. Petereon. ^ 
Carpenter, W/§. Laigfatctti. 

. SailMak^r^^. V. UawImos. y 
Purser's Clerk, J. S. Barnard. 
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Lieutenant ComnnuAdant, Wllli&m t); Neii^iA^ ' ' '*' 
Lieutenant, Samuel R Lee. ' ' V:,' ;.' *' ' ^ ' ' ':'^ 

Arting Master,* M^. ft' L. Clairtioe/'" ;■ ' > ' ■ " ) 
Passed Midshipfnen,. K T*. S^ubrii^, WiPi%^ 

R. J. Pt San4^rd. ., , . / . " „ 

. Boats wfuo, (Jeoi^^wdnaputl)'. . 

. Carpenter^ Anocis Cnlcks/ .. 

•-' ^* ■» -It. '*■'. . ' . ' i ■■■ 1". '■■' 

Gunner, Oliver Nelson, j , \ ^, , 
Purser's Clerk, W.M.. Clerk. 
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iVew Br^, Consorts 

Lieutenant Commandant, James GfytUL, 

Passed Midshipman, George M. TDttbn*'' 

Acting Master, B. M. Do^. • ' = 

Assistant Surgeon, C. Gullion.- ;" •* 'i'^ • '•'■'^'■'^ 

Boatswain, Hr Wclton. > i ^' 

Ounhef, J. b. Andei^seki. - 

Carpenter, John Fry. 

Sail Maker, /.'itoi^VV •: y. -sk^v. ,>\ 

Purser's Clerk, JL H. Griffio. . , 

New Sth&M-.PM.*' ' '■-' 



,-. <\ 
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. LieuteoftDt (jonfUBandafiV Mapnioga, Comnuu)der. . i 

* This reported, condemned, as inadequate iai this senribe, imd Ml 
at Btdthnore as^a receiTing yeitiiLt ■ ■ • ' c :•'':>/ 

tThe author would not be ut^Qinvtbod ^y* any tfu^ M 
volume, as casting any leflections, or makiig aay; ';^rtiioalj«oaipUda€ 
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8cho§ner Aciwe* 



IJieutenant W. W. Wopfey , Ck>ramanc|er. 
* Corresponding Secretapr to the Expedition, J. N* R^JT- 
nolds, EiSq. , .,, . 

Historipgrapher to the Expedition, the Ilev* Walter 
'Colter. ,: , ^.. 

Astronomer to the Expedifion,.professor E. C, Wird» Esq. 

Scientific Carps. 

A.. Grey, Esq., M.D. New-Yoik. 
R. Hoyle, Esq., do* • , . . > . , ' ,r ;: > 

A. Agate, Esq.^do., , .; ... ., ^ 

J. Eights, Esq., M.D. Albaay. I .'^, . ; 

C. Pickering, Esq., M.D. Philadelphia. 
R. Coates, Esq., M. D. do. 
T. R. Peale, Esq., do. 
W. R. Johnson, Esq., do. 
E. H. Darley, Esq., do. 
J. Drayton, Esq., do. 
J. W. Randal, Esq., Boston. 
J. P. Couthony, Esq., do. 
H. E. Hale, Esq., do. 
J. L. Dand, Esq., New-Haven. 
W. Rich, Esq., Washington, D. C. 
Containing in the Expedition, six hundred and twenty-one 
persons, including the Scientific Corps and their assistants.* 

whatever. But he cannot refrain from here respectfully mentioning 
his utmost regret, that it has been judged advisable not to accept and 
use bis experienced knowledge to the benefit of the nation, and the ex- 
pedition, in the construction of its vessels, and aid in outfits. As to 
what would be the most promising fitments, in its fit out, in warranting 
the greatest and most brilliant result to such an expedition, have been 
in its occasional collections weighty on his mind, for upwards of thirty 
years past. 

* See Appendix. 

17 
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NoTB. — From tha Annual Report of the Honourable 
Hahlon Dickerson, Secretary of the United States' Navy, to 
Hifl Excellency the President of the United States, of date, 
IVavy Department, 2d of December, 1837, wherein he thus 
remarks :-— That the Board of Commissioners (consiiEdng of 
those very able and talented officers, Commodores Chauncey, 
Morris, Warrington, Patterson, and Wadsworth, who had 
been ordered on a survey of examination of the exploring 
vessels,) state, that had they " been called upon before any 
preparations had been made, to state the number and charac- 
ter of the vessels, which, in fteir opinion, would be best cal- 
culated to secure the attainment of these proposed objects, 
they certainly would not have recommended tiiose* wlbich 
have been prepared," viz. the Pioneer, CoAsort, and P3ot/ 
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PART VI. 



A DESCRIPTION OP THE NEW SOUTH SHETLAND ISLEGI, 
BY JAMES EIGHTS, ESO, M.D., NATURALIST tN THK 
SCIENTIFIO CORPS IN THE AMERICAN EXPLOltlNa 
EXPEDITION, OF BRIGS SERAPH AND ANNAWAIf 
UND^R THE COMMAND OP CAPTAIN B. PENDLETQN, 
AND N. a PALMER, SENT OUT TO THE SOUTH SEAS 
UNDER THE DIRECTIVE AGENCY OP THE AUTQOft 
OP THIS WORK, AND THE PATRONAGE OP GOVERN- 
MENT IN THE YEARS IB29 and ISSa 



Location of the Islands — Bnowy elevation-^-S traits and 
- bays-^Beautiftil deacness «f the ataiospheie-— loeheif*— > 
Pengmn assemblagee^rAntarctic sky-^-BriUiaot hue and 
reflections — Whale skeletons — Geological features-*; 
Craggy eminences — Singular ehh and flow of the tid^— 
Current along the coast — The strata and nunerals— 
Volcanoes — ^Animals — ^Mermaid-^ea skunkah— Birds-««' 
King penguins and its eggs-*<-RDokery penguinflH^JBidiU 
ence of a southern contineQi-i-PalnMr^s Land* 

The new South Shetland Isles are situated 
between 61'' and 63^ south latitude, and Si"" and 
63^ west longitude. They aro formed by an 
extensiye cluster of rodES risiog abruptly from 
the ocean, to a considerable height above its 
surface* Their true elevation cannot be easily 
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detennined, in consequence of the heavy 
masses of snow which lie over them, conceal- 
ing them almost entirely from the sight. Some 
of them, however, rear their glistening smn- 
mits, to an altitude of about three thousand 
feet, and when the heavens are free from 
clouds, imprint a sharp and well defined out- 
line upon the intense hlueness of the sky. 
They are divided every where by straits, and 
indented by deep bays, or coves : many of which 
afford to vessels a comfortable shelter from the 
rude gales to which these high latitudes are so 
subject. When the winds have ceased to 
blow, and the ocean is at rest, nothing can ex^ 
ceed the beautiful clearness of the atmosphere 
in these elevated regions. The numerous fur- 
rows and ravines which every where impress 
the snowy acclivity of the hills, are distinctly 
visible for fifty or sixty miles ; and the various 
sea*fowl, resting upon the slight eminences, and 
brought in strong relief against the sky, ofl- 
times deceive the experienced eye of the 
mariner, by having their puny dimensions mag- 
nified in size to those of human form. 

The ocean in the vicinity, so far as the eye 
has vision, is here and there studded with ice* 
bergs, varying in magnitude from a few feet to 
more than a mile in extent, and not unfre* 
quently rising two hundred feet in the air, pm^- 
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senting every variety of form, from lie snug 
white-washed cottage of the peasant, to the en* 
ormons architectural piles, containing either 
broadly expanded Grecian domes^ ot having 
the many lofty and finely attenuated spires of 
some Gothic structure. 

The snn, even at midsimimery attains Imt a 
moderate altitude in these dreary regions, and 
when its horizontal beams illumine these 
masses of ice, their numerous angles and 
indentations, catching the light as they mov# 
along, exhibit all the beautiful gradations of 
colour, from an emerald gre<3n, to that of the 
finest blue. Some of them, whose sloping sides 
will admit of their ascent, are tenanted by large 
assemblies of Penguins, whose chattering noise 
may be heard on a still day at an incredible 
distance over the clear smooth surface of * the. 
sea. 

When the storms rage and the ocean rolls its 
mountain wave against their slippery sides, the 
^ne i. truly .uL«. Tall JZL of spray 
shooting up far above their tops, soon become 
dissipated in clouds of misty white ; gradually 
descending, they envelop the whole maiss for 
a short time, giving to it much the appearance 
of being covered with a veil of silvery gauze. 
When tiius agitated, they not unfrequently ex* 
plode wiQi the noise of thunder, scattering their 

17* 
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fragments far and wide over the surronndii^ 
surface of the deep. These hills of ice are- 
borne onwards at a considerable rate b j the 
wind and the velocity of the current— when so^ 
thejr sweep along with a majesty that nothing 
else can equal. ^ 

The sky, too, in these latitudes, presents a 
veiy singular aspect ; being, most generally 
filled with innumerable clouds, torn into ragged 
and irregular patches by the wild gales whidi 
every where race over the Antarctic Seas : the 
suuj as it rises or sets slowly and obliquely in 
the northern horizon, sends its rays through 
the many openings between, tinging thenh here 
and there with every variety of hue and coIouti 
from whence they are thrown in mild and 
beautiful reflection upon the extensive fields of 
snow which lie piled on the surrounding hills, 
giving to the whole scene for a greater part of 
the long summer day, the ever-varying effect 
of a most gorgeous sunset. 

Although many of the scenes about these 
islands are highly exciting, the effect produced 
on the mind, by their general aspect, is cold 
and cheerless to an imusual degree, for on their 
lonely shores the voice of man is seldom heard ; 
the only indication of his ever having trod the 
soil, is the sohtary grave of some poor seaman 
near the beach, and the only wood that any 
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where meets the eye, are the staves that mark 
its dimensions ; no sound.for years disturb the 
silence of the scene, save the wild screech of 
the sea-«birds as they wing their way in search 
of their accustomed food — ^the incessant chat- 
tering of the congregated penguins — ^the rude 
blasts, tearing among the icy hitls — the sullen 
roar of the waves, tumbling and dashing along 
the shores, or the heavy explosions of the large 
masses of snow falling into the waves beneath, 
to form the vast icebergs which every where 
drift through the southern ocean. The shoreis 
of these islands are generally formed by the 
perpendicular cliffs of ice, frequently reaching 
for many miles, and ri3ing from ten feet to se- 
veral hxmdred in height. In many places at 
their base,, the continued action of the water 
has worn out deep caves with broadly arched 
roofs, under which the ocean rolls its waves 
with a subterranean sound that strikes most 
singularly on the ear^ and when sufficiently 
undermined, extensive portions crack off with 
an astounding report, creating a tremendous 
surge in the sea below, which, as it rolls over 
its surface, sweeps every thing before it, from 
the smallest animal that feeds upon its bottom^ 
to those of the greatest bulk. 

Entire skeletons of the whale, fifty or sixty 
feet in length, are not unfrequently found in 
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elevated situations along the shores, many feet 
above high water line, and I know of no other 
cause capable of producing this effect. Whales 
are very common in this vicinity, and in caUn 
weather great numbers of them may be seea 
bi^aking the surface of the ocean in the manjr 
intervals which occur between the numerous 
icebergs, sometimes sending forth volumes of 
spray, at others elevating their huge flukes ia 
the air to descend head first, as it were, to 
fathom the ocean's depth. When they perish, 
either from accident or some natural cause, 
their carcasses, in drifting towards the shore, 
are overtaken by the billows and thrown thus 
far upon land. Here they are left by the 
retiring wave, and in a few hours their bones 
become perfectly denuded by the numberless 
sea-birds that feed upon the flesh. 

The geological features that these islands 
present in these high favoured situations, where 
the continuous power of the winds has swept 
bare the rocks, correspond in a great measure 
with their desolate and dreary aspect They 
are composed principally of vertical columns 
of basalt, resting upon the strata of argillace* 
ous conglomerate ; the pillars are united in de* 
tached groups, having at their bases sloping 
banks constructed of materials which are con- 
stantly accumulating by fragments from sboitt 
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These groups rise abruptly from the irregularly 
elevated plains, over whose surface they are 
scattered here and there, presenting an appear- 
ance to the eye not unlike some old castle ^ 
crumbling into ruin, and when situated upon 
the sand stone promontories that occasionally 
jut out int6 the sea, they tower aloft in solitary 
grandeur over its foaming waves; sometimes 
they may be seen piercing the superincumbent 
snow, powerfully contrasting their deep murky 
hues with its spotless purity. Ponds of fresh 
water are now and then found on the plains, 
but thjey do not owe their origin to springs* 
being formed by the melting of the snow. 

The rocky shores of these islands are fonur 
ed by bold craggy eminences standing out into 
the sea at different distances from each other, - 
from whose bases dangerous reefs not unfre- 
quently lie out for several mileft in extent, ren- 
dering it necessary for navigators to keep a 
cautious watch, after making any part of this 
coast ; the intervals between these crags are 
composed of narrow strips of plain, constructed 
of coarisely angulated fragments of every va- 
riety of size, which at some previous period 
have fallen from the surrounding hills. ^ They 
slope gradually down to the water, terminating 
in a fine sandy beach. A few rounded pieces 
of granite are occasionally to be seen lyisv^ 
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abouti brought unquei^onably by the icebergii 
from their parent hilk on some moiQ southern 
land, as we saw no rocks of this nature, m.sit», 
on these islands. In one instance, I obtained 
a boulder nearly a foot in diameter from one 
of these floating hiUs of ice. The action of tha 
wayes has produced little or no effect upon the 
basalt along the coast, as its angles retain all 
the acuteness of a recent fracture^ but when 
the conglomerate predominates, the mass is ge- 
nerally rounded. The ocean about these shores 
is generally of great depth ; the materials which 
cipnstitute its bottom are finely comminuted 
particles, having their origin from the decompo* 
sition of the neighbourii^ rocks. Our stay at 
these islands, occupied a period of four weeks/ 
during which time we observed but on^ ebb and ' 
flow of the tide in twenty four hours. I know^ 
not if this be universal, but have been informed 
by mariners familiar in these seas, that they 
have generally found it so ; if it should prove to 
be the case, it is a very singular phenomenon. 
Not a day occurred that snow did not fall or 
ice make on our decks, and during the time we 
spent between the latitudes of 60* and 70« 
south, and 54'' and lOl"" west longitude, which 
was more than two months, we found the cur- 
rent setting with considerable velocity from the 
south-west to the north-east. The prevailing 
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wids were also westerly, most commonly from 
the south-west and north-west 

The colour of the hasalt is generally of a 
greenish black. The prisms ai^ from four to 
nine sided; most commonly, however, of but six, 
and from three to four feet in diamister ; their 
greatest length, in an upright position above the 
subjacent conglomerate, is about eighty feet. 
Their external surfaces are closely applied to 
each other, though but slightly united, conse^ 
quently they are continually falling out by the 
expansive power of the congealing water 
among its fissures; When they are exposed 
to the infiuence of the atmosphere, for any 
length of timte, they are, for a sifiall depth, of 
a rusty brown colour, owing, no doubt, to the 
iron which they contain becoming partially 
oxydized: sometimes they, are covered by a 
thm coat of quartz and chalcedony. 

Clusters of these columns are occasionally 
seen repdsing on thenr sides, in such a manner 
as to exhibit the surfaces of the utbases dis^ 
tinctly, which is rough and vesicular. When 
this is the case they are generally bent, form- 
ing quite an arch with the horizon. When 
they approach the conglomerate for ten or 
twelve feet, they lose their columnar structure 
and assume the aj^arance of a dark-coloured, 
flinty slate, breaking readfly into irregtda^ 
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rhombic fragments: this fine variety, m de- 
scending, gradaally changes to a greenisb. 
colour^ and a much coarser structure, imtil it 
passes into a most perfect amygdaloid, the 
cavities being chiefly filled with quartz, ame- 
thyst, and chalcedony. Sometimes an inter- 
val of about forty or fifty feet occurs between 
the columns, which space is occupied by the 
amorphous variety, elevated to some consider- 
able height against them ; their edges, in this 
case, are not at all changed by the contact 

The basalt, is very tough and hard; the 
effect produced upon it by the action of the file 
is very slight ; the steel elicits no sparks ;. the 
fragments are angular, with an imperfect 
conchoidal fracture; its structure is coarsely 
granular and uneven, and is composed, essen- 
tially, of hornblende, felspar, and a greenish 
substance in grains, much resemblii^ epidote. 
Crystals of leucite, of a yellow and reddish 
tinge, are disseminated throughout the mass^ 
whose fractured surfaces strongly reflect the 
rays of light to the eye; in some places it 
sensibly affects the needle, owing to its iron. 
Veins of quartz frequently traverse the fine 
variety, — ^some of them containing beautiful 
amethysts. 

The basis rock of these islands, as far as I 
could discover, ja the conglomerate, which 
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underlies the basalt It is compoisied» most 
generally, of two or three layers, about five 
feet in thickness each, resting one on the other, 
and dipping to the south-east at an angle of 
from twelve to twenty degrees. 

These layers are divided by regular fissures 
into large rhombic tables, many of which ap- 
pear to have recently fallen out, and now lie 
scattered all over the sloping sides of the hills, 
so that the strata, when seen cropping out from 
beneath the basalt, presents a slightly arched 
row of angular projections of some considerable 
magnitude and extent 

These strata are chiefly composed of irregu- 
lar and angular fragments of a rock, whose 
principal ingredient appears to be green earth, 
arranged with both a granular and slatey struc- 
ture, united by argillaceous cement ; the whole 
mass, when moistened by the breath, giving out 
a strong odour of that earth. 

The upper portion of this conglomerate, for 
a few feet, is of a dirty green colour, and ap- 
pears to be constructed by the passage of the 
amygdaloid in this rock, the greenish frag- 
ments predominating ; and they are united to 
each other principally by zeolite, of a beautiful 
light red or orange colour, together with some 
quartz and chalcedony ; a few crystals of lime 
cause it to effervesce slightly in some places. 

18 
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These mmerals seem in a great measure tc 
place the earthy cement In descending a 
few feet further, the greeni&agments graduallj 
decrease in number and become comparatively- 
rare; the minerals also give place to the ce-* 
ment until the whole mass terminates beloi^ 
in a fine argillaceous substance, with an im- 
perfect, slatey structure, and a Spanish^brown 
aspect. 

This rock being much softer in its nature 
than the basalt, and more affected by decom- 
posing agents, the number of fragments are^ 
consequently, greater in proportion, and much 
more finely pulverized, forming the little soil 
which supports some of the scattered and 
scanty patches of the vegetation of these is* 
lands. The minerals embraced in this rock 
are generally confined to its upper part, where 
it unites and passes into the incumbent amyg^ 
daloid ; many of them are also in common with 
that rock. They consist chiefly, of quartz, 
crystalline and amorphous ; amethyst^ chalce- 
dony, cachalong, agate, red jasper, felspar, 
zeolite, calcareous spar in rhombic crystals, 
sulphate of barytes, a minute crystal resem- 
bling black spinelle, sulphuret of iron, and 
green carbonate of copper. 

The only appearance of an organized remain 
that I any where saw, was a fragment of car* 
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bonized wood, imbedded ki this congloiDerate. 
It was in a vertical position, about two and a 
half feet in length, and four inches in diameter ;. 
its colour is black, exhibiting a fine ligneous 
structure ; the concentric circles are distinctly 
visible on its superior end; it occasionallj gives, 
sparks with steel, and effervesces slightly in- 
nitric add. 

There are a number of active volefflioes ]& 
the vicinity of these islands, indications of 
which are daily seen in the pieces of pmrneer 
foimd strewed along the beach. Captain Wed-i 
del saw smoke issuing from the fissures of 
Bridgeman's Island, a few leagues to the N.E/ 
of Palmer's Land, situated one degree soudi;: — ' 
what little is known of it, which is only a small 
portion of its northern shore, contains several. 
Deception Island also, one of this group, has 
boiling springs, and a whitish substance like- 
melted felspar,^ exudes from some of its fy!>^ 
sures. 

The rocky firagments on these islands m0> 
generally very hard^ and little liable ta the dis*" 
int^fiating infi^uence of the atmpfi^>he¥e, and! 
rarely, indeed, are they subject to a power ca-^ 
pable of agitating them sufficiently to remove 
even 1^ 'acuteness of their angles, conse*- 
quentiy but a small quantity of soil can any* 
where be found, and when discovered^ beings 
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destitute of the necessary ingredieTits that give 
fatness to the earth elsewhere, it affords but a 
few scattered patches of vegetation, which ap- 
pear to struggle hard for the small portion of 
vitality they enjoy. The Usnea fasciata, 
(Torry,) is most common. A species of poly- 
trichum, resembling the alpinum of Liimseus, 
one or two lichens, and a fucus found in the 
sea, along the shores — ^when you add to these 
an occasional plant of a small species of avena, 
you complete the botanical catalogue of the is-^ 

lands. 

The only vertebral animals ever observed 

on these islands are very few in number, and . 
confined to the amphibia ca:mivoray of Cuvier ; 
all being embraced in the genus Phoca; The 
P. leonina, Lin., (sea elephant,) is the largest 
of the species, sometimes attaining the length 
of twenty-five feet, and is regularly propor- 
tioned. These animals are remarkable for the 
powerful strength of their jaws. When at- 
tacked and woimded in such a manner to to be 
unable to reach the sea, in the struggle, either 
through agony or rage, they not unfrequently 
take up considerable sized stones with their 
mouth, and break them into a number of frag- 
ments between their teeth; and sometimes 
they seize upon the lance, breaking it instenta* 
neously, or else bending it in such a manner 
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as to renider it perfocUj uMlees. Tbd sea: 
leopaid^is not so large,, Imt is a far B¥)fea beaiii*. 
titul aninmL P. yitulina, Ian. (for leaL) Thia. 
beautiful little animal was onee most Qiuneroua ': 
here, but was almost exteDminated bj the 
sealers, at the time these islands were first disr - 
coyered. There is also a fourth species, which 
I have no recoUeetionj of ever seeing tha 
slightest notice of. It is jurobablj not com*; 
mon, as I saw but one ; it was standing oa; 
the extremities of its fore-feet, (flippers,) tha^; 
head and chest perfectly erect, abdomen Qur¥r 
ed and resting on the ground ; the tail was also 
in an upright position. The animal, in this 
attitude, bore a striking resemblance to the 
representations we frequently meet with of thiS . 
" mermaid," and I think it was, imdoubtedly, 
one of the animals of this genus that first gave 
origin to the fable of the msid of the sea. I 
regret that I could not obtain a nearer yiew a£, 
this interesting animal When I approached 
within one hundred feet, it threw itself flat, and 
made rapidly for the sea. pt appeared about 
twelye or fifteen feet in length, and distinctly 
more slender in proportion than any of the 
other species, so much so that the motion of 
the body, when moying^ seemed perfectly un 
dulating. Some of the seamen had seen them 
frequently on a former yoyage, and mentioned . 

18* 
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that they were known among sealers by the 
name of sea-serpent from this circumstance. 
Some of the teeth were brought to me which 
had been picked up on the beach ; the crown 
of the grinders is deeply and singularly five- 
lobed. 

When these animals resort to the shores 
for the purpose of breeding, or shedding their 
hair, they are in fine condition. During this 
time they require no food, existing by the ab- 
sorption of their fatty matter : — ^if killed at this 
period, you generally find a quantity of small 
stones in the stomach, swallowed most probar 
bly for the purpose of keeping that organ dis- 
tended and preventing its internal surfaces 
from adhering to each other. When the sea- 
son for returning to the sea arrives, these 
stones are ejected on the beach, and they pro- 
ceed in search of their ordinary food, which is 
chiefly penguins. 

A singular character in the habit of these 
animals is the faculty they possess of shedding 
tears when in any way molested. ** 

The eyes become suffused, and the lai^ 
tear-drops chasing each other in quick suc- 
cession over their wrinkled faces, creates quite 
a sympathy in the breast of the beholder. 
Of the cetacea inhabiting the ocean, among 
these islands, the Bal^na physalis, (fin whale,) 
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with a smooth belly, is very numerous : the B. 
mysticeus, (right whale,) is occasionally seen. 
The grampus and dolphins are qifpte common, 
and a species of porpoise, which I had not be* 
fore, seen, occurs in great numbers. From 
their appearance in the water, -their colour 
seemed dark, with a broad, somewhat waved, 
white line extending from the posterior and 
inferior part of the head, backward and up- 
ward to the dorsal fin ; a second and similar 
one commences on the abdomen, immediately 
below the termination of the first, and ends at 
the origin of the tail, above. These marks are 
distinctly visible as they glide through the sea 
They are called sea- skunks by the sailors. I 
am told they are confined to high southern 
latitudes. 

The birds which frequent these islands are 
much more numerous than any of the other 
classes of animals. Of penguins, there are 
five species. The Aptenodytes Patagonica, 
Lin. (king penguin,) is the largest and by far 
the most beautiful of the species, and may be 
seen in great numbers, covering the shores for 
some considerable extent. They are remark- 
ably clean in their appearance ; not a speck 
of any kind is suffered, for a moment, to sully 
the pure whiteness of the principal part of 
their plumage ; their upright position, uniform 
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cleanliness, and beautiful golden yellow era- 
yat, contrasts finely with the dark back-ground 
by which they are reheved, so that the simili* 
tude is no inapt one, which compares them to 
a regiment of soldiers, immediately after pa- 
rade. The females lay but one egg on Aa- 
b.« gr»™a. which » .ih.r 1.^ fai. *.t 
of a goose, and of about equal yalue as an ar- 
ticle of food, but differs a little in shape, beix^ 
more tapering at its smaller end. The egg lies 
between the feet, the tail being sufBieiently* 
long to conceal it effectually from the sight 
When approached, they move from you with a. 
waddling gait, rolling it along over the smoa& 
surface of the ground, so that a person, not ac- 
quainted with the fact, might pass through 
hundreds of them, without discovering it The 
Spheniscus antarcticus, Shaw, (rookery pen- 
guin,) is more numerous than any of the other 
species, assembhng together in vast congregar 
tions, occupying the smooth strips of plain for 
a mile or more in extent :-—passi];ig through 
them, they barely give you sufficient space, 
picking at your legs, and keeping up a contin- 
ual chatter. Their whole appearance, as you 
walk along, brings powerfully to your recollec- 
tion^ the story of GulUver, striding among the 
Lilliputians. The Cyhrsocoma saltator, C. tor- 
guata, C. catarractes, Shaw, are oceafiionally 
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found along the beach, and scattered among 
the others. These birds swim with great 
velocitj through the sea/ and may be seen 
several feet in depth, shooting along in every 
direction ; at short intervals rising to its sur- 
face, darting out again ; at the same time utter- 
ing a quick sound, very similar to that pro- 
duced by a single blast on a split quill. 
Phalacrocorax graculus, Shaw, Sterna hirun- 
do, (?) Lin. Diomedea [exulans, Lin. and 
fuliginosa, Lath. Daption capense-antarctio- ' 
um-niveum, Shaw, Fulmarius giganteus, and 
antarcticus, Shaw, are all very common. Pro- 
cellaria pelagica, Lin. ; this is much smaller 
than any I observed in other parts of the ocean, 
and may probably prove a distinct species: 
fliey build their nests in the crevices of the 
rocks, into ^which they generally deposit two 
eggs ; and not unfrequently are they buried 
far beneath the drifting snows ; however, they 
soon succeed in working for themselves a 
comfortable passage to the light of day. 
Larus ebumeus ? Gmel. Lestris catarractes, 
Tem. are also common. Chionis Forsteri, 
Shaw, (sheath bill.) This is the white pi- 
geon, so often mentioned by mariners, as in- 
habiting the islands of the southern ocean ; it 
is easily caught with the hand, and soon be- 
comes domesticated. We kept a number of 
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them several dajrs, after leaving these islands ; 
they ran about the decks of the vessel, appa- 
rently without any disposition to leave them, 
feeding from the hand of any individual that 
offered them food. The molusca are very- 
few, though unique. An interesting species of 
pholas, a beautiful nucula, and a fine patella, 
neither of which 1 think have been described^ 
comprise all that we saw. 

The existence of a southern continent within 
the antarctic circle is, I conceive,, a matter of 
much doubt and uncertainty ; but, that there 
are extensive groups, or chains of islands, 3ret 
unknown, I think we have many indications to 
prove; and were I to express an opinion, I 
would say, that our course from the South 
Shetlands to the S. W., until we readhad die 
101^ of west longitude, was at no great dis- 
tance along the northern shores of one of these 
chains. The heavy clouds of mist which en* 
circled us so often, could arise from no otiier 
cause than that of the influence of large quan- 
tities of snow or ice, on the temperature of the 
atmosphere ; the hills of floating ice we en- 
countered, could not form elsewhere than on 
the land. The drifting fuci we daily saw, 
grow only in the vicinity of rocky shores, 
and the penguins and terns that were almost 
at all times about us, from my observation of 
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their habits, I am satisfied never leave the 
land at any great distance. 

During our cruise to the south-west, above 
the 60^ of south latitude, we found the current 
aetting continually at a considerable rate to* 
wards the north-east, bearing the plants and 
jk^e along in its course, some of the latter em- 
bracing fragments of a rock, the existence of 
which we could discover no where on the ith 
latnds we visited. When the westerly winds 
drew well towards the south, we were most 
generally enveloped in banks of fog, so dense 
that it was with difficulty we could distinguish 
objects at the distance . of the vessel's length* 
When Palmer's Land becomes properly ex- 
plored, together with the known islands, situ* 
ated between the longitude of Cape Horn and 
that of Good Hope, I think they will prove to 
be the north-^eastern termination of an exten-» 
sive chain, passing near where Captain Cook's 
progress was arrested by the firm fields of ice, 
in latitude, 71** 10' S., and west longitude, 
about 105''; had that skilful navigator suc- 
ceeded in penetrating this mass of ice, he would 
unquestionably, in a short time, have made 
the land upon which it was formed. Captain 
Weddel, after passing the icy barrier to the 
east of the South Shetlands, succeeded in 
reacliing the 74** 16' south, (the highest latitude 
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ever obtained by man,) and found, in crossing 
this chain, and progressing towards the south, 
that the sea became more free of ice, and the 
weather almost as mild as summer ; evidently 
proving, I think, that the south pole can be 
nearly approached, without incurring any great 
degree of hazard in the attempt. But, for ftu> 
ther information on the practicabiUty of reach- 
ing the south pole, I must refer to the judicious 
remarks of Captain Edmund Fanning, of New- 
York, contained in his account of several 
voyages to the southern ocean, with which I 
perfectly coincide ; and will conclude with re- 
gret, that the Government of the United States, 
with a population whose daring enterprise has 
already carried our flag into the remotest cor- 
ners of the globe, could not yet (October, 
1835,) be induced to forward an expedition, 
the expense of which would little exceed that 
of a vessel doubling Cape Horn. 

They might thus settle this interesting ques- 
tion, and also determine,' with certainty, the 
situation, magnitude, and extent of these lands, 
and by that means open a new source of reve- 
nue to the country, in the oil and fur of animals 
which must necessarily exist in these high 
southern regions. 



PART VII. 
AN Accouisrr op the noted and bloody naval 

BATTLfi FOUQHT ON 'tHK Mb OF SEPTBlifiMBR, 

1779, BETWEEN THE GOOD. MAN RICHAaD, UNDEE 
THE COMMAND OF JOHN PAUL JONES ; AND THE 
SERAPIS» COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN PARSON.* 
BY AN OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES' ' NAVY, 
TO WHOM CHANCE GAVE A STATION IN THE 
BATTLE, THAT CONSPICUOUSLY TENDED TO THE 
VICTORY. WITH THE GALLANT CAPTAIN PAIU 
SON'S HONOURABLE AND LIBERAL REMARKS TO 
CAPTAIN JONES ON THE RESULT. 

The ships appear in sight of each other-— PrepeiratioDS tot 
battle-— The Serapis hails— Laconic anawer of Jones-*-* 
Battle commences — Lower deck guns burst — Sera]^ 
rakes the G. M. Richard — Dreadful and sweeping 
slaughter of G. M. Richard's marines — Ships run foul of 
each other — Serapis drops her anchor — G. M. Richard's 
Staff and Ensign knocked into the sea — ^Both ships attempt 
to board, in turn are driven back — ^Both ships on fire 
— Daring bravery of officer and men ef main-top — 
Slaughtering effect of a hand grenade-surrender of the 
Serapis — ^Humane, honourable, and liberal remarks of 
Captain Parsons — ^Dead bodies of the slainf— Bloody car* 
nage on the decks — ^The G. M. Richard abandonedr— She 
sinks, head downwards — Whirlpool and narrow escape of 
boat — Arrival m th^ Texel — The sequel. 

* It is believed, that such a particular and correct account of tUs 
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218 PAUL JONES* 

The following detail of this noted naval 
battle is as given by this gallant officer. The 
author of this work has deemed its insertion 
would be interesting to the general reader, al* 
though of such ancient date. 

The narrator was in the rank of midship 
man on board of the Good Man Richard, and 
called to the honour of acting, previous to the 
battle, as private secretary to Commodore 
Jones ; but it was in this case thought requisite, 
in his mind, to place the narrator in the coixx 
mand of the main-top, with fifteen ' sharp 
shooters and four seamen, with the direction 
to pay no attention in their fire, or missiles, on 
the enemy's decks until they had cleared her 
tops of their men. Encouraged by the words 
of Captain Jones, he repaired with this force 
to the command of the main-top, to see what 
could be done for the honour of our country, 

noted battle has never yet been presented to the publicr It was found 
among this officer's papers after his decease. 

Rate of metd, and*ifcree tf tmh 8h^ 

Good Mam Richard, an old line-of^battle ship, (lil years of age,) 
cut down to a razee, and 402 men. — On her lower-gun-aeck, six eigh- 
teen^pounders. On gnn-deck, twenty-eight tweWe and nine^poundtfrs. 
On quarter<*deck and spar-deck, six six-pounders 

' SsRAFis, a new sliip, recently off the stocks, and 308 men. — On 
lower gun-deck, twenty eighteen- pounders* On upper gun-deck, 
twenty nine-pounders. On quarter-deck and forecastle, ten six- 
pounders. 
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and the national flag^of stars and stripes flying 
over them. 

The action commenced seven minutes past 
eight, P. M., and lasted four hours and eight 
minutes. 

At four, P. M., on the 22d of September," 
1779, the two ships came in sight of each 
other, the Good Man Richard having in com 
pany the Alliance and Pallais frigates. The' 
only consort of the Serapis was the Coun- 
tess of Scarborough, a ship of only twenty-two 
guns, which, after a few broadsides, surren- 
dered to the Pallais frigate. After sightings 
liie enemy's ships, signal was immediately 
displayed from the commodore's ship, the Good 
Man Richard, to the squadron, for a general 
chase, when in|a few minutes before 8, P.M., we 
had nearly closed within hailing distance of the 
enemy, which now plainly showed her double 
row of teeth. Orders were now given by the 
commodore to haul up our courses, and clew 
up the top-gallant sails ; at same time direct- 
ing, by signal, for the Alliance to support us. 
At firat she kept aloof out of guh-ishot, and 
aft;erwards, when she came up, she so badly 
performed as to do us more hurt than she did 
the enemy. The Pallais was also directed to 
attack the small ship. The enemy now hailed 
thus:— "What ship is that?" The answer 
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from Captam Jones was : — " Come a little 
nearer and Til tell you!" The enemy in- 
stantly commenced the fight by a broadside 
from her upper tier, we returning it with ours, 
as well as musquetry, &c. In a few minutes 
we were convinced that the ship we had en- 
gaged was a two-decker, and more than oxur 
match, as we had by this time received several 
of her eighteen pound shot, through pnd 
through our ship ; and to add ta our hard 
fortune, the first time three of our eighteen 
were discharged, they "burst, killing the laooet 
of the men that were stationed at them, la 
consequence of this. Captain Jones sent orden; 
to the lieutenant of this division not to dis*) 
charge another of the ^ight^en-pounddti, /bat. 
to promptly abandon them.; 

The wind being now very light^ and the 
enemy finding that she could out sail us«made 
use of this advantage and ran und0T our jstem, 
raked us fore and aflj killed the main: part of 
the marines that were stationed on the ptop^ 
and obliged l^e colonel that cpttottattded^them, 
with the surviving ones, to abandon it^ besides 
doing much damage in the other parts of the: 
ship. From this she ran athwart our fore-foot^ 
(after dischargieg her broadside, and giving us 
an opportunity of returning the same,) ritked 
119 a «0cond time,, and killed a: number -^: t)ur; 
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men ; in fine, she galled ns in this manner so 
confoundedly, that orders were given to lay 
her aboard; accordingly, as she pa«»ed our 
fore-foot, we ran our jib-boom between her 
mizen shrouds and starboard mizen whang : — 
Captain Jones at the same time in an audible 
voice, Said, " That's well, my lads! — ^weVe got 
her now!'' The enemy, finding tliat they 
were foul of us, endeavoured to get clear, by 
letting go an anchor, but the wind dying awaj 
she swung round upon us, and carried away 
our ensign-staff and ensign, both falling into 
the sea, with her jib-boom ; her jib-stay being 
now cut away aloft, fell in upon our poop, 
which Captain Jones, and the sailing master 
made fast to our mizen-mast. The firing had 
not ceased during these manoeuvres except the 
cannon a-Trnd-shvps, which now. could not be 
worked or managed on hoard either ship. Se* 
veral attempts were now made to board the ene- 
my, but they did not succeed. The enemy also 
endeavoured to board us, and actually came on 
board, but were beaten back, and our men pur- 
sued them on board their ship, and were again 
repulsed in their turn ; for we both lay so near 
together that it was an easy matter to step from 
one ship on board the other. 

It now fell entirely calm, and the enemy 
having an anchor down, we both rode to it witili 
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the current, we being then about & league :&om 
Flamborough Head. The action Jbad norir been 
commenced about three hours and a quarter^ 
when the enemy's tops werefsilenced,'aiid we 
now directed our fire upon their decks • wi& 
much success ; about this^ime the enemyklight 
sails got on fire, this commumcated to.her.iig^ 
ging, and from thence to ours. Thus,, were 
both ships on fire at one and the same, time^ 
Therefore, the firing on both sides ceased till 
it was extinguished hy the contending parties. 
The action then began anew, and was xontinU'^' 
ed sharply on both sides, when our carpenter 
went and told the gunner that our ship had fimr 
feet of water in her hold, that Captain Jones waa 
killed, and all the rest of the oflOicers that rank- 
ed above him, and that the only way for them 
to save their lives would be to go upon deck-— 
call for quarters, and haul down our colours. 
Upon this the gunner and carpenter made haste 
to get on deck, and were joined on their way 
thither by the master-a^arms. As soon as 
they had got upon, the quarter deck, they cried, 
" Quarters ! quarters ! for God's sake quarters ! — 
our ship is sinking." From this they mounted 
the poop with a design of hauling down the^ 
ensign, but finding them missing they descend 
ed to the pendant halyards, where they were 
met by Captain Jones^ he being upon the fore«* 



castle - vrheh they first came upon deck ; heaiv 
mg these fellows halloo for quarters, he died 
out :thiifl t-**^" Wha* cowardly tascala are these 1 
shoot/em, MH 'em T ' Having. met .with them^ 
his pistols i haying been pceviously discharged, 
he sent '.thraa with:. all -his force at; these pol^ 
troonsi !whoiimni6diately?knew> Jomeii^ iand fled 
below. Two of them !were badly- wotmded in 
the head with Jones.-: pistob. . Both daips How 
took fire agaiiii and on board of ours it had 
eocamunicatedto the main top^ so that we were 
in the greatest eonsterriation imaginable Jfoir 
90meMtime^ and it was .not without some< di&! 
CLulty we quenched it 

; The enemy nowcriedj " If you susk quarters, 
why. don't you strike your pendant ?" — "Aye, 
ay^,** «aid our commodore, " we'll do it^ when 
we oan fight ,no longer,. but expect to see you 
strike first" Haying now began the action 
$&es.hi it wast continued with redoubled vigour 
on both sides. Ther two ships now lay along*- 
aide each. other with their yards locked, and 
having cleared the eniemy's tops of their men, 
this gallant officer, in daring bravery, now led 
hia men under his command, across on the 
ship'syaids, and into tibe Serapis^ tqp^ and then^ 
directing their fire/ with: hand :grenades, and 
other ;missika,^ down: on :her decks, causing 
so.mufih slaughter^ as ihat in half an hour they 
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could net perceive a single man of the enemy 
above deck. They, however, kept playing 
four of their starboard bow guns into us, which 
still annoyed us, and which induced us m our 
main-top gang, to redouble our activity in the 
further able and effective acts which succeed- 
ed in driving their men from their stations at 
those before-mentioned guns, on their gun deck, 
in spite of their officers, and which acts were 
admitted as prominent in obtaining the victory* 
Thus, at length one of our hand grenades being 
thrown by us, from the top, fell upon the ene- 
my's upper gun-deck — ^from this, it rebounded, 
and fell between decks, where it set fire to sonie 
powder which lay scattered upon the enemy's 
lower gun-deck, and blew up (as we subse- 
quently learned), about seventeen of them. Hiis 
threw them into confusion, and as they were 
upon the point of crjdng for quarters — ^the Al- 
liance unexpectedly made her appearance, and 
began a heavy fire upon us, as well as on the 
enemy, which at first, made some of our 
officers, as well as men, imagine that she was 
an English ship of war. 

The signals of reconnoissance was now or< 
dered to be made on board of our ship, which 
was three lanthoms placed in a hori2X)ntal line.;; 
upon the fore, main, and mizen shrouds, to iiu-* 
deceive the Alliance ; as she had by this timO' 
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killed eleven of our m^ii,a3ad wounded several 
others; by rakiag us; QotwithstandiBg, we did 
at the first hail her> and told them that she was 
firing on the wrong ship. A few minutes after 
this accident, (although most of the officers of 
1^ :Good Man Riohard, i and sono^ belonging to 
the Alliioioe^y thinkrit was. done designedhf^f) 
aaad about a quarter past twelve, we were 
pleased with the ^rfing out of ^' Quarters ! quar* 
ters !" bj oinr enemy. We immediately board- 
ed the enemy's ship. Thus endied this Icmg and 
bloody fight, we having lost on our part one 
hundred and sixly men killed,. mortally wound- 
ed audiSEiisi^mg.^ Gn the part of the enemy, 
one hundred and thirty-eight men were killed, 
and died of their wounds — ^which were th6. 
number of liv^ lost in both ships. And those 
exclusive also of the wounded that recovered. 
Qur prii^e proved to.be:the Serapis, command-. 
eKtby Captain Parspn,whO) after he had sur- 
rendered to us^ wiflihi&. lieutenant and other: 
officers^came on boaikl of our ship and inquir- 
ed for Captain Jones, for it ^^ms he had been 
inarmed who commaTided our «hip. When 
they met; ; Captain Parson accosted his anta- 

I 

* Landais, the captain of the AUiaace, (a Frenchman,} and 
Captain Jones, were bitter enemies to each other, and it ia 
thought that Landan took this opportunity of revengmg him* 
self on hif mortal enemy. 
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gonist thus, presenting him his sword, " 'T is 
not without the greatest reluctance that I re- 
sign to you this, for of all men upon the face 
of the globe, 't is you that I hate the worst." 
Jones took his sword, saymg, "You have 
fought like a hero, and I make no doubt your 
sovereign will reward you in a most ample 
manner for it." Captain Parson then asked 
our commodore of what his crew consisted/ 
mostly Frenchmen, or Americans? "Ameri- 
cans," said the latter, " well," said the fDrmer, 
" then it has been diamond cut diamond witfr 
us — a desperate family fight, — ^brother against 
brother, for," said he, " I must own, that I think 
the Americans equally as brave as the Eng^ 
lish." 

The Serapis had lost her main and mizen 
masts during the engagement, the former hav- 
ing been cut almost entirely off, by our shot, on 
a level with her gang- way, and having fallen 
overboard, as we swung from alongside of her. 

We were now alarmed in having two ene- 
mies to encounter, almost as formidable as the 
one we had just conquered, viz. fire and water, 
we could not keep our ship free with all the 
pumps, and as many hands as could go to and 
work at them, but she kept gaining upon us, 
every minute, which was no great cause of sur^ 
prise, we having received several shot between 
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wind and water, (and some of these breaches 
could not be come at.) The fire had also com- 
municated itself to several parts of the ship, 
where it being dry and rotten, it was found im- 
practicable to extinguish it. In the dilemma, 
our commodore ordered the signal of distress 
to be made, and the AlUance, Pallais^ and 
Vengeance brig, sent their boats to our assist- 
ance, when the commodore embarked, with 
Captain Parson, in one of them, and went on 
board of the Serapis, leaving orders with the 
narrator and another midshipman, to get all 
the powder up out of the magazine, and see 
that it W3S sent on board of the other ships of 
the squadron, together with all the wounded 
men, prisoners, &c. ; and after having execu- 
ted these orders, to abandon the Good Man 
Richard The fire had now communicated it- 
self to several parts, and burned with amazing 
rapidity within one foot of the magazine^ 
Having got the powder and wounded men sent 
off, the prisoners (to the number of about fifty) 
made an atten^t to take the ship from us, there 
being then on board but about twenty of our 
crew. They had made themselves master of 
our quarter-deck and forecastle, braced round 
the yards, and got her before the wind, with a 
design to run her ashore. In consequence of 
this another battle ensued; but having the 



greater part of the arms in our possesriori, 
(suitable for a close fight,) we soon got to ht 
masters of the ship again, after killing two of 
them, and wounding several others. 

When the boats came alongside again, we 
caused these desperate fellows to be, by them, 
conducted on board of the Fallals. Mb&r the 
action had ceased, it was not thought adyisabte 
to despatch either of the squadron after the 
fleet of merchantmen in sight, whose convoy 
we had captured, as the situation of the Oood 
Man Richard then needed the assistance of the 
whole of our squadron. Having now executed 
the orders of the commodore, left with us, we 
thought of leaving the poor Good Man Richard 
to the mercy of the waves. 

However, before doing so, I went down into 
the gun room with some men, to see to the 
embarkation of the officers' trunks which had 
been deposited here ; but, alas, what havoc ! 
not a piece of one of them could be found as 
large as a continental dollar bill; it is true, 
several shirts, coats, &c., were found, but so 
shockingly were they pierced, and cut in 
pieces with the enemy's shot, that they were 
not worth carrying off. There was such a 
breach from one side of the gun room to the 
other, that, (in the common way of speaking,) 
a coach and six could have passed through it. 
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The number and bulk of splinters were prodi- 
gious, many of them as fine as carpenters' 
chips. After this, and taking a survey of the 
dead bodies that were scattered about the 
decks, I could not help shuddering at the hor- 
rid sight. The blood which had issued from 
them covered the decks in such a manner, that 
it was over shoe in several places. This dread- 
ful sight, I must confess, sickened the heart 
with feelings against ever battling again with 
our fellow-men, to such bloody destruction of 
human life. Upon the whole, I think, this 
slaughtering fight, may with propriety be said 
to have been a scene of carnage on both sides. 

During the action, the enemy had thrown 
into our gun-room a number of loose cannon 
cartridges, in order, as they afterwards owned, 
to blow us up. With the destruction of the ofl&- 
oers' trunks, the narrator lost all his wearing 
apparel ; and those remaining on his back, at 
the close of the battle, were partly burned, in 
the act of extinguishing the several fires, 
^specially those of the tops and rigging. 

We thought of nothing now but of abandon-* 
ing the Good Man Richard, that was soon to 
serve so many as a sea coffin, and embarked 
accordingly in the boats, and soon after arrived 
alongside of the Serapis. Here Captaia Jones 
ordered me not to get out of the boat, but to 
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receive two or three additional men, and to 
promptly return back on board of the Poor 
Man Richard, for, said he, in such a part of 
my cabin you'll find such, and such papers — 
go and bring them, and make no tarry. These 
orders I went to carry into effect if possible ; 
the Good Man Richard was then lying head to 
the wind with her topsails aback. I shot up 
with my boat under her stem, and was just 
a-going to lay her alongside, when I perceived 
the water run in and out of her lower ports. 
This somewhat staggered and brought me to a 
stand, but very sooii, finding our situation dan- 
gerous, I ordered the men to use their oars in 
backing off from her. We thu s had got, I judged, 
about three rods from her, when she fetched a 
heavy pitch and disappeared instantaneously ; 
but although we were now under brisk stern- 
way, gaining fast some farther rods from her, 
yet the agitation of the sea and its waves, with 
the whirlpool, was such that we came near 
sharing the same fate, and going down with 
her. 

Thus, sinking head downwards, went to the 
bottom the Good Man Richard, about four 
hours after her crew had taken possession of 
her prize ; and it was a thankful relief to us, 
to safely step on the Serapis' deck on our re- 
turn to her. 
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We now went to work, and in a Very short 
time we had got jury masts erected, and sail 
enough spread to shape our course for the 
Texel, in Holland, the wind being cmitrary to 
steer for France. On the 3d of October we 
arrived with our little squadron, and prizes, at 
the Texel. Just as we came to anchor, we 
discovered in the offing an English sixty-four 
gim ship and three frigates ; these had, as we 
subsequently learned, been despatched in pur- 
suit of us, as soon as the English had got in- 
telligence of our squadron being upon theit 
coast. 

In a proper time after the action. Commodore 
Jones, in presence of his officers, mentioned, as 
highly praise- worthy, those daring and brave 
acts of the command of the Good Man Rich- 
ard's main top; and subsequently handed to 
this brave officer the following certificate to 
the American Congress : — 

CERTIFICATE TO CONGRESS.* 

I do hereby certify, that Nathaniel Fanning, of Stoning- 
ton, State of Connecticut, has sailed with me in the station of 
midshipman eighteen months, while I commanded the Good 
Man Richard, until she was lost in the action with the Sera- 
pis, and in the Alliance, and Ariel frigates. His bravery on 

* This evidence of American bravery was forwarded by the author 
to His Excellency President Van Buren, and no doubt will rest on the 
files in the Department at Washington. 
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board the first-mentioned ship, in the action with the SerapiSf 
a King's ship of fifly guns« off Flamborough Head, while he 
had command of the main top, will, I hope, recommend him 
to the notice of Congress in the line of promotion, with hia 
other merits. 

JOHN PAUL JONES. 
L' Orient^ (in France^) December Yith, 1780« 

Note. — ^This brave and gallant officer, Lieutenant Na- 
thaniel Fanning, of the United States' Nary, (a brother of the 
author of Tanning's Voyages,) mentioned in this certificate, 
and bloody battle of unusual carnage, like the ever-to-be-la- 
mented and notedly-brave Commodore O. H, Perry, of U. S. 
Navy, was brought to the grave by an attack of the yellow- 
fever, while on active duty in command at the United States' 
naval station at Charleston, S. C, on the 30th day of Sep- 
tember 1805. 



PART VI 1 1. 

NARRATIVE SKETCH OF AN OCCURRENCE THE MOST 
BARBAROUS, FROM THE VOYAGE OF THE AMERICAN 
BRIGANTINE HERSIUA OF STONINGTON, CAPTAIN 
JAMES P. SHEFFIELD, TO THE SOUTH SEAS, UNDER 
THE DIRECTIVE AGENCY OF THE AUTHOR, IN THE 
YEAR 1821. 

CHAPTER I. 

Hersilia sails from New South Shetlands — Anchors at Isle 
St Mary's — Her capture — Barbarian chief Beneviades 
— His cruel treatment of crew while prisoners — Town and 
river Arauco on coast of Chili — Prisoners' sufferings and 
hard fare in rations — Military duty — The tyrant chief and 
American sentry — Parade of the royal army — Greneral 
Beneviades' eulogy on the Americans, and reprimand to 
his officers — Paper money — ^Death to refuse its tender — 
Disgusting and barbarous punishment of females-^Inhu- 
man execution of a Padre. 

The following narration is, as given the 
author, by Captain Sheffield, and corroborated 
in the main by that very worthy mariner, Cap- 
taiii David Kellogg, junior, who also refers (to 
his coU^agae in their sufferings) to that able 
and fftotlemtmlj commander. Captain W. E. 

^4xe command of the line packet 
^lAeiiDa:-* 
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The Hersilia having obtained a cargo of fur 
seal skins at the South Shetland Isles, and 
having a favourable opportunity, shipped them 
home ; and then, agreeably to the instructionB 
given by the agent to her commander, she 
sailed on the 24th of February, 1821, from 
these Islands for the Pacific, with the view 
and intention of procuring another cargo, and 
thereby making a double voyage during the 
sajne trip. Further, by their successful seal 
hunting they obtained and completed their 
second cargo of 16,000 seal skins, and were 
then in May, 1821, at anchor in the Hersilia, in 
the North Bay at the Island of St. Mary's, situ- 
ated on the coast of Chili. Having now finish- 
ed their hunting excursions, and the taking of 
seals, they were preparing for sea, to depart on 
their passage home ; when, nearly ready, on 
the point of weighing anchor, and expecting 
certainly in a few hours to sail on their passage 
to double Cape Horn, on their return with their 
second valuable' cargo, they were suddenly 
surprised, and their vessel, their heretofpre so 
fortunate and charming little Hersilia taken, 
and themselves made prisoners, by a gang of 
ruffians calling themselves soldiers, belonging 
to the army, and under the orders of that bar- 
barian chief. General Beneviades, who was at 
this time in command of the royal Spanish 
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army, then encamped opposite to St. Mary's 
Isle, on the main land of Chili. His head 
quarters were at Arauco, a walled town, situa 
ted a short distance up in the country from the 
mouth of the river of the same name. The 
mouth of this river having at it a sand bar, af- 
forded no harbour for vessels of burden, as 
only their pereaugos could pass over, and into 
the river, owing to the shallow water on the 
bar ; vessels of burthen having business with 
the town, or up the river, were obliged to an- 
chor in the road off, and without the bar. The 
Hersilia's two boats were on shore at Isle St. 
Mary's when captured with her officers, and all 
her crew, (excepting five that remained with 
the captain on board,) where they had had on 
shore a washing day in the preparation of their 
duds, for a sea passage home, when, as they 
were on the point of embarking themselves and 
eflFects in their boats, to repair on board of their 
brig, they were on a sudden surprised by this 
gang from their ambush, of thirty*six pirate 
soldiers, a detachment from the Grand Royal 
Army, under the command of the before men* 
tioned chief Beneviades, in chaige, and con« 
ducted by a stony-hearted, inhuman officer, by 
name Crajrro. They had come over from the 
Main, and landed on another part of the island, 
and thus, at 8 p. m. on the 14th of May, 1821, 
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in" the dusk of the evening, they surprised the 
Hersilia's men with a charge upon them by 
loaded musquets, and at the point of the bay- 
onet forced them up on the beach from their 
boats, where they were very roughly treated ; 
and after being thus made prisoners, and all 
bound hand and foot, they were threatened by 
the guard set over them with instant death if 
they made any noise,lest it should alarm Captain 
SheflSteld and those on board the brig. Matters 
on shore being thus accomplished and arranged 
by these freebooters, their pirate leader, Cybjto, 
embarking twelve of his men in each of our 
boats, proceeded off to capture and get posses- 
sion of the Hersilia. The boats, one on each 
side of her, boarded her at one and the same 
time. Thus, in turn, was the unsuspecting 
captain and those on board with him, surprised 
by the unwelcome *' Halloo !" in ruffian tones, 
" you are our prisoners !" They ordered Cap- 
tain Sheffield to be silent, and with the charged 
musquet at his breast, and suspended sword 
over his head, to repair instantly as a prisoner 
to his state-room, where a sentry was set over 
him, and at the same time the men were driven 
at the point of the bayonet down into the fore- 
castle. What a change of feelings these inno- 
cent American mariners must now have felt, 
from those of an hour previous ! Having com- 
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pleted their valuable cargo, and just on the point 
of sailing for home, to thus meet with such 
a severe rebuff ! What a weight of the most 
agonizing feeling must at the time have preyed 
on the mind of their worthy commander, while 
reflectiBg, a prisoner in his state-room ! The 
reader can well judge, as all, all their flattering 
and pleasing hopes were thus blasted, and so 
suddenly changed into the severe and heart* 
aching contrary* 

These barbarians having thus made the 
capture of the vessel, and all on board, or be- 
longing to her, proceeded with the boats to 
bring the bound prisoners oflF from the shore on 
board, when they tumbled them in such a 
rough, unfeeling manner down below deck, as 
if they were sacks of carpenters' chips. 

They then got the brig under way and steer- 
ed her over across the bay for the mouth of the 
river Arauco, where they anchored her in the 
road, just without the bar, making across the 
mouth of the river, when they very promptly 
took Captain SheJQSield, with all the officers and 
crew, (except Mr. Daniel W. Clark, our first 
officer, whom they retained on board to navi- 
gate her for them in such employment as their 
tyrant general should thereafter please direct,) 
forthwith on shore. Having now unbound them, 
they marched them directly off as prisoners 
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under a strong guard of a fresh detachment for 
their head quarters, at the town of Arauco. On 
their arrival at that station, they were veiy 
quickly paraded into the presence of their ge- 
neral, Beneviades ; also being present their 
second in command, by name Picco, a more 
hard-hearted, brutal, unfeeling savage, if pos- 
sible, than his senior, Beneviades, and several 
other officers of this royal army, so by them 
called. 

Beneviades, now setting Captain Sheffield 
and a young seaman, Rogers by name, apart 
from the others to wait on his dictatorial per- 
son, he then caused all the others to be distri- 
buted one to each officer, to wait on, and serve 
them at their quarters, or in their families, as 
a menial slave ; charging them at the time to 
remain content, on their peril, and likewise on 
such allowance of rations as this stone-hearted, 
humane general should thereafter please to di- 
rect. This subsequently proved, in not aver- 
aging daily, during the whole time they re- 
mained in this servile imprisonment, over half 
a pound of meat to each person, and that beef, 
as they called it, but it mostly came from the 
carcase of the jack, or mule, with a despicable, 
mean, limited proportion of vegetables ; these 
they were, it is true, by unfeeling tyrants, per- 
mitted to cook, as they could, or eat them raw, 
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if they could not in their confined limits pro- 
cure their own fuel ; an article was also given 
in small black rolls of the coarsest kind, sup- 
posed to be made from a mixture of barley and 
beans, said by them to be bread ; they, how- 
ever, obtained some of this only once or twice 
a week. This, those truly suffering Ameri- 
cans assert, was their regular fare in provisions 
for their subsistence, but a full allowance of 
fresh water was granted to them, on their 
going to the spring for it. To add to this hard 
fare, the worst of usage and daily curses were 
heaped on them. In sustaining life, by such 
scanty and miserable daily rations, they not 
only had to labour hard during the day, like 
menial servants for their masters, but were 
also forced to do military duty, in their turns, 
on sentry through the night. The author here 
takes pride in mentioning an evidence showing 
how well and patriotically those suffering citi- 
zens from Stonington supported the American 
national character during their unjust and se- 
vere imprisonment. 

Kellogg and his shipmate, by name Stanton, 
being in middle time of night, on sentry, at 
each of their different posts, when Beneviades, 
in disguise, as was bis frequent practice of go- 
ing the roxmds at different tia&es during ^e 
night, to satisfy his iuidii»»^^to(4;tfaev«' -ol 
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alertness of the sentries, came up within a 
rod's distance of Kellogg, requesting of him in 
a familiar manner to be permitted to pass, Kel* 
logg, in answer, told him to advance and give 
the counter-sign, Beneyiades hesitated, then 
said, he was their general, Kello^ promptly 
and sternly answered, " I am aware of my 
duty, I know you not now as such," at the 
same time charging with the point of his lance 
within a foot of Beneviades' breast, he more 
firmly said, " give me the counter-sign before 
you stir a step, or you are a dead man," Bene* 
viades instantly gave him the counteivsigDy 
threw off his disguise so far as to make him- 
self truly known to Kellogg, observing to him, 
that he was a true and good soldier, and then 
passed on. On his coming to the place where 
Stanton was posted, he met with the like re- 
ception ; but, on the contrary with his own sol- 
diers, mostly all let him pass without giving 
the counter-sign, on his observing to them, as 
he had to Kellogg, that he was their general, 
two excepted, whom he found asleep. 

On the next day, when his army was on 
parade, he ordered his officers, and Captain 
Sheffield and his crew to the centre, informed 
them of his tour on the roimds in the night, 
told of his reception by the different sentries, 
spoke in the highest praise of his confidence 
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and the dependence he could place in Captain 
Sheffield and his Americans ; then severely re- 
primanded his officers for their neglect of dis- 
cipline, and charge to their veteran soldiers, as 
he called them ; as for instance, a serious fault 
had been committed during the past night, 
which he had just mentioned, when they were 
set on sentry. Then ordering the two unfor- 
tunates he found asleep on their posts, to be 
punished according to their offence, he dismis- 
sed the parade. 

About this time Beneviades observing Cap- 
tain Sheffield to be an expert and smooth pen- 
man, set him and Captain Morrison, of a Bos- 
ton brig, which had been captured at Isle St. 
Mary's, in much the same manner as the Her- 
silia, but, subsequently, in July, about two 
months after the capture of the Hersilia, to 
making for him paper money, treasury bills, as 
this noted general and dictator called them. 
The bills were made from the sheet of white 
Spanish paper, which was cut into strips of 
about the size of ordinary bank bills, and then 
by Captain Sheffield, encircled by flourishes 
with the pen. Within these flourishes were 
written the amount, and date, and the bills 
were made payable to the bearer, at his tx^, 
sury, wJien in Jkmds, to be paid oat oi 
tary chest of the army. Thutlil 

21 
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vnere signed by Beneviades, as commander-inr 
chief for DeP Rey, (the king,) and countersign^ 
ed by Captain Sheffield, as financial secretary* 
A proclamation was then issued by Beneviades 
from head-quarters, making this paper of trea- 
sury bills a lawful tender, and the punishment 
of a refusal of it, corporeal or death, as this 
barbarian tyrant chief should be pleased to 
sentence, whenever reported by any complaint 
to him. 

Our narrators saw two decent and worthy 
married women, in a state of nudity, publicly 
whipped through the streets, and also a priest 
as publicly shot, by the decree, sentence, and , 
order of this bloody, unfeeling monstefj for re- 
fusing this paper money. 



CHAPTER II. 

Hersilia fitted out a cruiser — Her return from cruise off 
Chiloe Island — Violent storm^Hersilia wrecked in storm 
— Her captain and crew employed to launch her afloat 
again — Whale boats — ^Daring and desperate enterprise of 
Captain Sheffield and crew — Plan of escape — Brave acts 
of Kellogg and Hoxie — The prisoners escape — Land on 
Island St. Mary's — Forced to subsist on raw seals' flesh. 

On Captain Sheffield and crew being re- 
moved from their vessel, she was immediately 
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discharged, and her cai^o put into some stord 
huts on the ridge of the beach near to the chops^ 
of the mouth of the river, some heavy cannon 
were mounted on her deck, and she was fitted 
out as a royal cruiser of war, manned with 
about one hundred oflGiGers and men, mostly 
taken froriai their army ranks, all under the 
command of a colonel. Mr. Clark was forced 
to navigate her wherever this colonel and com^ 
manding officer should direct, under penalty of 
death if he hesitated or refused. 

She sailed to cruise off and along the coast, 
and to. put into St. Carlos, in the Island of 
Chiloe,/or provisions and specie, to be received 
from the governor of that colony for the army 
of Beneviades. She was several weeks en- 
gaged on this cruise and service, and then re- 
turned to Arauco with her cargo of specie, &o. 
However, in a few days after again anchoring 
in Arauco Road, there began to blow a norther, 
which soon increased to a heavy gale, and drove 
our beautiful, captured Hersilia, from her an- 
chors and on shore, where shie remained at low 
water, high and dry, on the beach. After this gale 
had subsided, and we had again fair weather, 
Beneviades consulted with Captain Sheffield 
on the prospect of getting the brig off the beach 
again ; and on proceeding to a survey of her 
situation with this famous general, Captain 
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Sheffield observed eight whale boatSi on the 
river's banks near its mouth, and not far from 
the place where the brig lay. Messrs. Fuller 
and Horn, with three seamen, had, while ^ey 
were set at work, at a previous time, by the 
river's mouth, escaped in such a craft, and got 
clear of their slavery ; although at the time, 
this occurrence made our tyrant general raving 
mad, threatening to immediately execute the 
captain and all his remaining crew then with 
his army, should he discover thereafter^ that 
they had any knowledge at the time of their 
comrades going, or intention to thus escape. 
In fact, the corroborating narrators heard this 
bloody-minded, and savage chief, Beneviades, 
frequently threaten Captain Sheffield with the 
execution of him, and his men, if they did not 
prove true to him, and also attentive to their 
duty, and industrious to his wish ; this threat 
was to be expected sure, to be put promptly 
into execution if they failed in their escape. 
Notwithstanding all this, the discovery of these 
boats favoured his and the men's wishes for a 
chance to put into operation their plan for en- 
deavouring to escape from this suffering, iron 
t3rranny. Therefore, in the best judged policy, 
Captain Sheffield observed to Beneviades, that 
his soldiers did not understand, nor could the 
work be done by, or with them, but, if he wa* 
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disposed to furnish him with a number of the 
empty tight casks from the whale ships he had 
previously captured, (an English whale ship, 
and the Hero, a whale ship of Nantucket,) and 
with all his crew of seamen and artificers, he 
believed he could get her afloat again, after a 
few days' work. To this Beneviades consent- 
ed, (except the Hersilia's carpenter and ar- 
mourer, Messrs. Guard and Gallop,) these two, 
he said, were so much needed there by the 
army, that he would not consent to let them go 
from the army encampment, on any occasion. 
Captain SheflGield thinking it not good policy 
to insist on them, did not press it. Accordingly, 
on the next morning, their crew (except the 
two retained) were mustered with their captain, 
and marched down under an officer and guard 
to the poor, cast-away Hersilia, and by their 
good captain, set cheerfully at work shovelling 
the sand away and placing under her bottom 
the empty casks. They did not hurry in this 
work, but rather prolonged it, in the wish to 
gain time to effect a plan of escape^ by putting 
into execution the foUowing daring and very 
desperate enterprise. Those entrasted with 
the secret were Captain Sheffield, the first 
officer, Mr. D. W. Clark, a Mr. Lane, mate of 
the Boston brig, captured by Beneviades, and 
eight others of the Hersilia's crew ; these were 
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the number entrusted with their important 
secret and intention to gain life and liberty, or 
submit to death. They were urged on to this 
course principally by hard usage and fare, 
and all were solenmly pledged to each other 
to effect their escape, or sacrifice their lives in 
the trial. Among these determined Americans, 
stood conspicuous Hoxie and Kellogg, who 
were appointed on the particular look-out, and 
to notify and report when a favourable oppor- 
tunity should occur to move on their plan, with 
the view of escape from their slavery. The 
soldiers of their guard were quartered in a long 
shed of a building erected upon the beach near 
the bank of the river's mouth, adjacent to which 
lay hauled up five of the eight whale boats, 
three others were across the river hauled up on 
the opposite bank of it, the two officers that 
had charge of, and commanded the guard, being 
quartered in a small hut nearly joining to the 
soldier's quarters. The previous and recent 
conduct and behaviour of the Americans, had 
established confidence, and put greatly at rest 
all suspicion of any intention to escape, so 
much so, as to induce the commanding officer 
to suspend setting his sentries at their different 
posts on guard during the night, and to let the 
soldiers now sleep all in their quarters. The 
two officers only in turn keeping watch, sitting 
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at the door of their hut, and only calling out a 
patrole guard of the soldiers every four hours, 
merely to march the rounds, and then direct 
back into their quarters to sleep. Thus, affairs 
were proceeding on, when, shortly after mid- 
night, on the 26th of September, 1821, Hoxie 
and Kellogg reported to Captain Shefl&eld, that 
a favourable opportunity had arrived, and all 
their guard were believed to be now asleep : 
their party mustered without noise, but, on a 
second reconnoitre, the ofl&cer was discovered 
to be awake, which caused them to remain still, 
but, in great anxiety lest the present opportu- 
nity should pass away, by the breaking of the 
day ; accordingly, between 3 and 4 a. m., it 
was proposed to take prisoner the officer 
awake, so as not to give any alarm that should 
awake his comrade or the guard. Kellogg, 
with true American spirit, volunteered for this 
act, and armed with an uplifted axe, stole softly 
up to him, and in a low voice of firm sternness, 
but such as not to awake or rouse the other 
officer, or guard, informed him that he was his 
prisoner, and that if he attempted to stir, or 
speak, he would instantly hew the life out of 
him ; he remained thus with upheld axe over 
him, until Captain Sheffield and the others had 
selected two boats, launched them, procured 
the oars, and staved all the other boats oil tio^ 
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bank of the river, and Mr. Clark, with his boat, 
had crossed and landed Hoxie on the opposite 
bank, who boldly and quickly staved all the 
boats hauled up on that bank, this was done to 
prevent an immediate pursuit of them ; all be- 
ing now in the two boats ready for the start, 
with their oars manned ready for the stroke. 
Captain Sheffield, with the bow of his boat just 
touched to the shore, gave the daring Kellogg 
the signal to come and embark, who, caution- 
ing his prisoner, at his peril, to keep still, bid 
him a good morning, and alertly stepped for- 
ward and inta the boat awaiting him, when 
both boats instantly sprung on their oars, swift- 
ly passing down for the mouth of the river ; 
however, before the boats had got out of sight 
of the guards' quarters, the officer had awaked 
and mustered out his soldiers, but bj this time 
the boats had got at so long a gun-shot on their 
way, that they did not think proper to fire after 
them. On arriving at the mouth of the river, 
they crossed the bar with some risk, owing to 
the then unfavourable time of tide, and surf on 
it, but their good fortune favouring them, they 
passed safely over, when they shaped their 
course across the bay for the Isle of St. Mary's, 
but before they were able to reach over to the 
island's shore, a northern gale blew up, which 
soon increased into a violent storm, that con* 
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tdnued and detained them on the island until 
the sixth day. This time was rery severely 
trying to their minds, for although it prevented 
Beneviades sending at present any detachment 
after them, still it gave to him time to repair 
the stoven boats, and thereby enable him to 
send in pursuit after them as soon as the 8toi:m 
should suflBiciently abate. They were, there* 
fore, very anxious to proceed to a place where 
they would be surely clear, and out of fear of 
him and his unfeeling warriors. Also, they 
could here procure nothing to subsist upon but 
raw seals' flesh, and wild fruits. 



CHAPTER III. 

Boats put out to sea — Their suffering in them during their 
▼ojage— Effect a landing at Moula on the coast of Chili 
»-^Kind treatment and reception from the inhabitants- 
Travel to Valparaiso— 'United States' consul — ^U, S. fri- 
gate Constellation, kindness of her gallant commander and 
officers — British flag ship, 74 — And sloop of war — Gene- 
rous and /loble proceedings of the British Admiral, Sir T. 
M. Hardy. 

HowEVEK, on the sixth day, the storm having 
abated, and having provided a quantity of seals* 
flesh for sea stores, they launched forth and 
left the island, steering out to sea in their small 
and^tender craft, holding a course to the north- 
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ward for Valparaiso, but, having a care in not 
coming near to the Chilian coast until they 
had well past Talcahuanna, and the Bay of 
Conception, lest some of Beneviades' armed 
craft should be there watching off that port for 
them ; being thus at sea in those small boats 
until the third day, without water, and their 
meat becoming quite putrid and offensive, with 
the bad weather and rough sea, caused by the 
late storm, which kept them almost constantly 
wet, thus, their sufferings were indeed severe, 
but were supported in bearing them by the 
consolation that they had thus escaped. Dur- 
ing the' squalls of wind and rain in the second 
night the two boats were separated, and on the 
next day the one in which was the first officer 
and party, put in for the coast and shore of 
Chili, and succeeded in effecting a landing near 
to the small town of Moula, situated on this 
coast. The other, in which was the captain 
and party, succeeded in effecting a landing 
some miles farther northward on the same 
coast, but some leagues to the south of Val- 
paraiso. Both parties then travelled by land to 
that city. They were at both places on landing 
received with much kindness and well treated 
by the Chilian inhabitants, as also at the towns 
and villages on their travel through the country 
to Valparaiso, the inhabitants freely contribih 
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ting to their wants and comfort in provisions 
(which now tasted to them like a Connecticut 
thanksgiving treat,) and necessaries ; and to all 
appearance manifesting much good feeling to- 
wards them in their late sufferings. 

On their arrival at Valparaiso they were re- 
ceived with true fathferly kindness and atten- 
tion by the United States' Consul, Michael 
Hogan, Esquire. There were at moorings in 
the harbour the United States' frigate Constel- 
lation, the gallant commander and officers of 
which were very kind to them ; and also a 
British 74, and sloop of war, under Commodore 
Sir T. M. Hardy, the senior officer now in 
command of Her Britannic Majesty's squadron 
on the Pacific station. As soon as Admiral 
Hardy was informed of the arrival of Captain 
Sheffield, his officers and men, and of their 
suflferings, and escape from that barbarian 
chief, Beneviades, as also their distressful situ- 
ation, he promptly, with the noblest and most 
humane feelings, sent an officer on shore with 
an invitation to Captain Sheffield, saying, that 
he should be much pleased to receive him on 
board his ship. With this invitation Captain 
Sheffield immediately complied, when he was 
by this venerable and worthy commodore most 
cordially received into his stately cabin, and 
gave the detail of his capture, and the suffer- 
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ings they had experienced from Beneviades. 
After a few minutes consideration, the commo- 
dore asked if his vessel and crew belonged to 
Stonington, being answered in the affirmative, 
this gallant commodore then put the following 
questions to him : " Would there be, do you 
think, any probability, if you were assisted by 
a vessel of war. Captain Sheffield, of recover- 
ing the liberty of the remainder of your men, 
and your property from Beneviades ?" " With 
such a force as you speak of, sir, under the 
orders of Commodore Hardy, I think Bene- 
viades would deliver up the men to me, with 
the Hersilia's cargo ; at any rate, thus situated 
and supported, I should be freely willing to put 
at risk, and in requisition, my person, time, 
and service, to try the experiment, should 
Commodore Hardy think the trial worth at- 
tempting." Then, without^further loss of time 
in deliberation, this highly worthy commander 
sent an officer for the captain of the sloop of 
war, Conway, with orders to repair on board 
the flag-ship. On the captain's entering the 
cabin, the commodore said, " I have the plear 
sure to introduce to you, sir. Captain Sheffield, 
late in command of the American brig, Hendr 
lia, who has been very unfortunate ;" anlribML' 
observed to him, thus, " You will, 
Captain Sheffield on b' 
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passenger, and a friend of mine, with also such 
of his officers and men as he may choose to 
designate, and then proceed in your ship with 
all despatch, up the coast for Arauco, where 
you will anchor your ship in the road, and then 
use your best endeavours, consistent with His 
Majesty's service, in the aid to Captain Shef- 
field to obtain the liberation of the remainder 
of his men, and also his property, from the 
royal chief, Beneviades, receiving the same on 
board your vessel, and report all here to me, 
when accomplished, or when the trial in ac- 
cordance with this order is made. Further, 
you will, sir, consider yourself responsible for 
the return of Captain Sheffield safe back here 
to me, without the slightest injury." Thus, 
handsomely and nobly, to the honour of the 
British navy, did this eminent British com- 
mander proceed, and act in this case, for the 
relief of those unfortunate and distressed 
mariners. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Captain Sheffield sails for Arauco in the British sloop of war, 
Conway — Anchor at Arauco— Town and store buildings 
in flamesH*-A bloody battle — Patriot and royal armies — 
The defeated armies — Courteous and kind conduct of the 
commander of His B. M. sloop of war, Conway— Captain 
Sheffield and men return in the Conway to Valparaiso-* 
Close of the narrative. 

Captain SheflSeld took leave of the gallant 
commodore, and repaired with her able com- 
mander on board the British sloop of war, 
Conway, which was soon under way on her 
trip up the coast of Chili for Arauco. After a 
very agreeable passage, on the fifth day there- 
after, they brought the sloop at anchor in the 
road of Arauco. But, to their surprise, the 
town and store buildings at the mouth of the 
river, and even the beautiful little wrecked 
Hersilia on the beach, as well as the other 
vessels captured by the orders and force of 
this noted chief, Beneviades, were seen in 
flames, all, all rapidly consuming by the fire. 
On landing, they found the patriots in com- 
mand, and were informed that a desperate and 
bloody battle had just been fought and decided 
between the patriot and royal armies, in which 
the latter, under Beneviades, had been defeat- 
ed with much slaughter. He had then set fire 
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to the town and store buildings which we saw 
in flames; and had retreated with his surviving 
force into the wilderness at the foot of the 
mountains. The store buildings wherein the 
cargo of the Hersitia, when captured^ was de- 
posited, were now burned, and the vessel like- 
wise destroyed. Thus was lost to all concern- 
ed, this fine new American brig Hersilia, to- 
gether with her valuable cargo. Her carpen- 
ter and armourer, Messrs. Guard and Gallop, 
had, during the confusion and bustle of the 
battle before-mentioned, deserted over to the 
patriot army, and were then permitted to re- 
pair on board of one of the patriot vessels of 
war, from which, by request of Captain Shef- 
field, they were now received on board of the 
sloop of war Conway, by order of her worthy 
captain,^ who, sent his officer and boat for 
them, and who, it appears, treated Captain 
Sheffield, under his misfortune, truly indeed, 
like a brother in distress. Captain Sheffield, 
in the hurry of embarking on ' board of his 
sloop, when at Valparaiso, to sail for Arauco, 
had gone on board with no other apparel save 
the suit he had on, but as soon as at sea, this 

*■ Here the author would respectfully remark, that it is 
with much regret he finds the name of this very meritorious 
British commander omitted in the note of record taken while 
Captain SheiGeld was funong the living* 
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gallant officer of the British navy, not only 
freely tendered, hut even insisted, in the warmth 
of persuasion, on Captain Sheffield's making 
free use of his wardrobe, as if it was his own ; 
and in addition to his numerous friendly acts 
of comfort to those bare and distressed Ame- 
rican mariners, he urged Captain Sheffield, 
when they came to part, to take and accept of 
a sum of money to provide for his and their 
passage home ; saying, he would take no- 
voucher for it, and that if thereafter it should 
not be perfectly coiivenient for him to return 
t, then never to think of it, or let it in the least 
trouble his mind. Captain Sheffield returned 
to him his most unfeigned thanks for this very 
generous tender, and for his many favours and 
kindness, saying, that the United Stateis' Con- 
sul had kindly furnished him with all the pe- 
cuniary aid he should require. 

The embassy to Arauco of the commander 
of His Britannic Majesty's sloop, being thus, by 
the goodness and merit of the admiral, Sir T. 
M. Hardy, carried into effect, her anchor was 
weighed, and she returned back to the port af 
Valparaiso, where her able commander made 
his report to his senior in the command of the 
British squadron on this station ; when that 
fatherly United States' Consul, M. Hogan, 
Esq., joined with Captain Sheffield in presexit- 
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ing their heartfelt thanks to the British com- 
modore, Sir T. M. Hardy, for his benevolent 
and kind assistance in endeavouring to relieve 
the unfortunate. Captain SheflSield thereon 
remarked, in his acknowledgment, that the 
kind and handsome manner in which these 
favours had been conferred by the noble ad- 
miral, and the generous and courteous com- 
mander of His Britannic Majesty's sloop, Con- 
way, would never be erased from his heart 
and memory. In fact. Captain Sheffield now 
says, that the doings, acts, and treatment of 
the admiral to the unfortunate, was praise- 
worthy beyond expression, or any thing he 
could say. With many and grateful thanks 
for the same meritorious acts, &c., as an Ame- 
rican citizen, and agent of the Hersilia's voy- 
age, the author closes the narrative, simply re- 
marking, that Captain Sheffield^ his officers, 
and men took passage, and arrived safely at 
their home in the United States. 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL SOUTH SEA EXPLOR- 
ING EXPEDITION. 

NerV'YorJc^ January 3, 1838. — The author 
being informed by letters from Washington, 
that Comniodore Thomas Ap C. Jones has re- 
signed the command of the United States' 
South Sea Exploring Expedition ; and also 
that it was in contemplation to reorganize the 
expedition, as to the vessels, &c. ; and the 
author having at its first commencement ad-- 
dressed and forwarded to His Excellency, 
President Jackson, a letter containing his plan 
and views on the expedition, as to the kind of 
vessels, &c., which should compose the expe- 
dition, to warrant, in his humble opinion, a 
promise of the greatest benefit and most bril- 
liant result; he therefore felt it now a duty 
again to communicate the like, by letter, of si- 
milar tenor, to His Excellency President Van 
Buren, and promptly forwarded to his Excel- 
lency the following address : — 
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New-York, December I8th, 1887. 

To His Excellency Martin Van Buren, 
President of the United States, 

Washington City. 

I have respectfully to observe, that, believ- 
ing it to be the duty of every good citizen, 
w^hen he has reason to believe his country re- 
quires it, to contribute his aid, if ever so small 
and humble, as vv^ell in the aid by light on any 
measure of government, as otherwise ;-^this, 
with the reported difficulty that appears to have 
risen on the Exploring Expedition, has caused 
the idea to come up to my mind, and with the 
utmost respect, to again lay before the Presi- 
dent, in recommendation, (if it is to be reorganiz- 
ed,) my original plan and view, as to what 
vessels, &c., should best compose an American 
National Discovery and Exploring Expedition 
to the South Seas, &c., to warrant the greatest 
benefit, and give a promise of the most bril- 
liant result in every view, viz.— 

In the greatest respectful deference to all 
others, and their opinions, my practical know* 
ledge would recommend a well constructed and 
light armed navy-like flag ship, with, the n^^oft 
superior comfortable accomiiaodatios<K^ 
board, which wou i«l^ 
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two small proper exploring ships^, with similar 
accommodations, and which two would cost, 
say $80,000. Those three vessels coming at 
this sum of $180,000, exclusive of their arma- 
ment, which government has on hand at their 
depots, with a complement of not exceeding 276 
persons, scientific and all told ; would, in my 
humble opimon, compose the most proper and ef- 
fective South Sea American National Discovery 
and Exploring Expedition. And thus, all three 
sailing alike, ^vould give them great advantage 
in keeping company, and prevent delay ; and 
such vessels could, in their out fit, receive on 
board of each all their main wants for a four 
years' voyage, with the occasional required re- 
freshments that would come convenient in their 
route, and therefore be dependent on them- 
selves only while on the voyage, (and not on a 
victualling ship,*) and would be by far the best 
squadron of vessels for performance in this pe- 
culiar service, and to ensure the best promise 
of constant health to their crews — would also 
take away all heart-burning from every indivi- 
dual, as to a preference in the vessels to sail in, 
as the three would be alike comfortable to all. 
And those would perform the service with the 

* Which may canw aerioas disappointment to all depend- 
ent, hj being wreekect while on her passage from one ren- 
dexTdos 6r aaothai^ "* 
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greatest despatch and safety, and certainly in 
much less time than the present prepared expe- 
dition possibly could ; and it appears to my ex- 
perience, with that of the economy, of less than 
a moiety of the amount of its expense ; in fact, 
in every view, does it not appear wise that 
such a squadron would be the preferable ? and 
surely it would be truly American, and carry 
thus w^th it, special national dignity. And as 
all the now provided articles, provisions, in- 
struments, &c., &c., could be transferred over 
to them, those three most proper vessels* 
could be completed, and at anchor off our bat- 

* A wise government should never send a vessel to pene- 
trate into the icy regions towards the South Pole, unless she 
was able to take and had on board at least eighteen months full 
allowance of fuel and provisions, to the safety of those on 
board ; as when she is advanced into these regions, her scene 
may, in spite of all human precaution, in an hour's time, be 
changed from that of a clear sky, and free of ice, to being 
enveloped in a thick dense fog — and before this clears away» 
she may get beset, and fast, in a vast field of ice, extending 
beyond the vision, and thus detained through a long winter, 
and even the next season in extricating her, to the liberty of 
proceeding on any desired course. And to send her on this 
route without being thus wisely provided, would seem to be 
sporting with valuable lives. Also vessels sent on this ser- 
vice should have two decks, and be of the most expert work- 
ing, and swiflest sailing vessels. And further, those two 
smaller vessels are certainly not the safest to explore and 
survey singly among the islands and natives in the Pacific. 
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tery by, or on the 4tli of July next, at the rery 
farthest, ready for sea at an hour's notice, 
whenever its gallant commander should receive 
his orders for sailing, and which date would be 
a favourable season for it to sail. And on their 
return, being the swiftest sailing vessels, and 
first rate sea-boats, would be the very thing for 
the relief cruising squadron on our coast in re- 
lieving the distressed vessels, agreeable to the 
contemplated bill recently before Congress. 

All which is most respectfully submitted, 
and have the honour to be, with great respect, 

The President's 

Most ob'd't servant, 
EDMUND FANNING. 



In answer to which letter, the author, by re- 
turn mail, received from the honourable secre- 
tary of the United States' navy, the following 
note : — 

Navy Department, 22d December, 1837. 

Sir, — ^Your letter to the President of the 18th 
inst., respecting the South Sea Exploring Ex- 

as being not higher, or so high out of water, as the platform 
of their large dduble war canoes, will be much more likely to 
invite attack, war, and massacre. 
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pedition, has been referred to this department, 
and shall receive a respectful consideration. 
I am with great respect, your ob'd't servant, 

M. DICICERSON. 

Captain Edmund Fanning, 
New-York. 

Finally, in closing, the author would re- 
spectfully remark, that the part he has acted, 
touching on this laudable national enterprise, 
with the purest intentions and views to serve 
his country, is herein faithfully recorded ; and 
he cheerfully leaves it with a generous public, 
and the candid reader, to judge, and decide, 
whether he is subject to any blame, as' his aid 
by knowledge in experience of voyaging to 
those parts, and seas, has never been called 
into requisition in its preparations ; also to 
judge if this omission has not been at least 
unwise touching its organization, delay, or 
tending to its failure, (which heaven forbid,) 
should the expedition entirely fail of ever de- 
parting from an American port. Let them de- 
termine whether he has been treated according 
to his merits, and patriotic intentions, to serve 
his country by aid to navigation, commercial 
trade, the whale and seal fisheries, science, 
&c., &c., as well as to make it more safe to 
the voyaging storm suffering mariner, while on 
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his route trarersing those seas and oceans. 
And whether the author has had his merits so 
awarded in relation to his acts and doings, 
touching on this national enterprise and sub- 
ject, by a just and liberal treatment, &c., as to 
encourage other citizens to appropriate their 
choicest time in life, in patriotic acts, and re- 
searches for the general good and benefit of 
their country. As the author conceives, if this 
national expedition be worth any thing to the 
nation, then he has b^en very unhandsomely 
and ungratefully treated, in being kept aside, 
and not admitted to participate in its fit out, 
even if no benefit should have been derived 
thereby. 

The author has deemed it but justice due, to 
thus place on record before the public, and the 
world, the part he has acted relative to this 
national project, lest error, and a false view, 
should hereafter come up into beUef, to the in- 
jury of a plain voyager, and with all respect- 
ful deference, he hopes this will be a satisfac- 
tory apology to those highly worthy gentlemen 
and citizens whose names he has been under 
the necessity to use in composing this work. 
He will only respectfully add, that it may be 
confidently believed, that had such three ships, 
properly fitted, have departed from our port on 
this Discovery and Exploring Expedition ia 

23 
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due season, under th<B able talent in our navy^ 
not only a good part of this very laudable ser- 
vice vrould have now (January 16th, 1838,) 
been already performed, but, also thus^ organ* 
ized, the author could have seemingly pledged 
his life, to its honourable, brilliant, and bene* 
ficial result. Further, to show in evidence the 
length of time the author's mind and attention 
has been drawn to such a national enterprise, 
he would here respectfully remark, that he has 
the honour still to hold the commission issued 
and granted to him by President Madison^ of 
date, 17th of March, 1812, as commander of an 
Exploring and Discovery Expedition to the 
South Seas, and around the world, consisting 
of two suitable ships then prepared and fitting 
out at the port of New- York, for the voyage, 
which were prevented from sailing on it, by the 
sudden declaration of war against Great Bri- 
tain by the United States' Congress, to the 
great regret and disappointment of the author, 
as well as to many scientific gentlemen, and 
worthy patriotic citizens that felt a weighty in- 
terest in this laudable and promising enterprise^ 
in which some of the most able nautical and 
talented mariners had volunteered and engag- 
ed. As the history of the rise and proceedings 
of the present National South Sea Exploring 
Expeditiou is herein particularly related, it ia 
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left with the candid reader to judge what un- 
seen current, or cause, kept the personal ser- 
vices of the author from being employed in the 
constructing of the most proper vessels, as well 
as to the preparations in its fit out ; after his 
long and arduous task in aid to the obtaining 
of its authorization, and volunteering, by earli- 
est tender to his Excellency the President of 
the United States, of the author's personal ser- 
vices to its organization, &c., by the patriotic 
aid of practical knowledge in such long tried 
experience, which gave so fair a promise of 
tending so much to the credit of the nation, and 
to the benefit and advantage of our beloved 
country. Nevertheless, after all, although the 
author has had the fortune, and been the 
means of causing millions to flow into the na- 
tion's treasury, by opening and advancing the 
herein-before mentioned commercial trade to 
those southern and eastern countries, the South 
Seas, Pacific, and China, by which it was 
made unnecessary to take the specie out from 
ours therefor; yet, he has never received a 
dollar from government for any personal ser- 
vices. Such has been the return (non-employ- 
ment) to a citizen who has voluntarily dedica- 
ted a life in research and discoveiy to the be- 
nefit of his country. Having, however, before 
closing the matter of this volume, received in- 
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formation from Washington, that government 
had it under consideration to make a change 
of the vessels then prepared for the South Sea 
Exploring Expedition, by substituting the 
sloops of war Vincennes and Peacock, with a 
packet-built ship; he is confident, from per- 
sonal experience, that sloops of war are i^ot the 
best, or even well adapted for a flag-ship, or 
for explorers to such an expedition and service* 
They can sail around the world, it is true, with 
the despatch of a vessel of war, by having the 
attendance of a store-ship, or some like re- 
source to attend to their occasional want3 and 
timely supplies of provisions, fuel, &c., but are 
certainly not the best adapted vessels for a 
voyage of discovery and exploration in all 
climes, latitudes, and seas. The author there- 
fore felt it a duty, and promptly forwarded the 
following letter to His Excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 



New- York, February 8th, 1838. 

To His Excellency Martin Van Buren^ 
President of the United States, 

Washington City. 

I would respectfully crave once more to ad- 
dress the President on the South Sea Explore 



APPENDIX. 269 

ing Expeditiqn, as I cannot but consider my- 
self the father of the project in its first start 
and rise into authorization, and which, to my 
mind, appears so plain and easy to be carried 
brilliantly into eflfect, with the proper vessels, 
&c. 

Being informed from Washington, that go- 
vernment have it under consideration to make 
a change in the vessels of the expedition, by 
substituting two sloops of war, the relief, a 
packet ship, and a schooner, in the room of the 
frigate and her prepared craft ; if this be the 
fact, with all respectful deference, I should 
think thos6 more illy adapted to perform this 
service, than the frigate and her small vessels 
were. And if the packet ship is inte^ided to 
accommodate the scientific gentlemen, it is not 
unwise to separate the main of the scientific 
corps from an immediate and constant associa 
tion with its commander. 

I therefore, in the utmost respect, beg to sub- 
mit the following suggestion, viz. — ^As the 
Macedonian is prepared, to let her go as the 
flag-ship, supported by the relief store-ship, 
and cause to be promptly constructed by the 
force of our carpenters, &c. here, two small 
proper shipis as the explorers, let those four 
depart as the squadron ; my life on it^ those 

23* 
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will perform to the honour and credit of the 
nation, its administration, and the nayy. 

tif desired, the little schooner Active, could 
be added as a surveying boat, in attendance on 
the commodore's ship. 

With great respect, I have the honour to be, 
The President's ob'd't servant, 

EDMUND FANNING. 

And having voluntarily thus given his aid 
in the proceedings to this patriotic national 
enterprise, the author can only say, that ever 
since the tender of his services, by letter to the 
President of the United States, which was, it 
is presumed, the first appUcation, and previous 
to any appointment being made to the expedi- 
tion ; he has been ever ready, up te the pre- 
sent time, (February 1838,) to give his farther 
aid to this very laudable national project, if it 
had been called for, and that with a patriotic, 
honest, and zealous view, to benefit his be- 
loved country and mankind. Nevertheless, 
thus ended the voluntary exertions of years of 
toil in the best spirit of good intent of the au- 
thor, to aid in his best endeavours to effect this 
really favourite national measure by the most 
promising fit out to the expedition, &c. 

Thus, also perished all the long, sanguine 
and flattering hopes of the author, on which 
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his heart has so long been set, to a supreme 
idea of pleasure and gratification, in the hope 
of seeing this favourite national enterprise sail, 
and return during his time of life with brilliant 
success, and honour to the nation, its navy, 
science, &c., and thereby adding much to the 
American character. And now, when fate has 
so singularly and slowly dragged it forward 
into partial preparation ; still if ever the squad- 
ron proceed on its discoveries and explora- 
tions, its performance and result are yet wrapt 
in the darkness of futurity, and to the author 
most likely ever will be ; as after its being so 
long suspended on the wings of doubt, must 
defeat his anxious expectation, as should it 
now, this day, depart from the shore of Ame- 
rica, there is a very small prospect that the 
author, by his advanced age, would be found 
among the living on its return. 

The author would not have the reader un- 
derstand by the tenor of his letter, as above to 
the President, that he would have preferred a 
frigate to all other vessels as a flag-ship, or to 
that of a ship built expressly for this parflcular 
service » and station, which, like the two sug- 
gested exploring ships, could receive before 
sailing all her main wants on board for her 
voyage, and therefore, not liable to disappoint- 
ment and delay, by being dependent on a store- 
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ship. But, as the Macedonian had been pr€^- 
pared ready to depart — ^to prevent any further 
delay in the sailing of the expedition, he deem- 
ed it best to employ her as the flag-ship^ as first 
intended. A sloop of war being not only n^uch 
smaller, but single decked, is thus by no mean^ 
well calculated for a flag and home ship to 
such an expedition. If, at the very first, one 
of our splendid large packet ships, or a vessel 
modelled and constructed like them, had been 
selected or decided on to have been employed 
as the flag-ship to thi^ uncommon new service, 
frigate rigged, and lightly, navy-like armed, 
it would, in the author's humble opinion, have 
been a wise and good selection. 

The author having been honoured in the 
command of a corvette ship of war of 22 guns, 
commissioned by the elder President Adams, 
on an exploring voyage around the world ; and 
important discoveries having been by him 
made, to much national benefit — and such voy- 
age having been well and safely performed, is 
it not likely that he should by thi^, and his 
many other like voyages, as well as great ex- 
perience in ship building, be somewhat of a 
judge, as to what kind of vessels would be the 
most suitable, and best in promise to perform 
on a National Discovery and Exploring Expe* 
dition, to all seas and climes ? As also to the 
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propriety of employing sloops of war on this 
important national enterprise, either as a flag- 
ship, or as explorers, or as being the best and 
driest sea-boats, tending thereby to the comfort 
and preservation of the health of the crew ? In 
illustration of this, the author would respect- 
fully refer to the circumstances as related of 
the Peacock sloop of war, when sailing in the 
mild climate under the fortieth degree of south 
latitude, where, in Roberts' Embassy, page 30, 
it is thus remarked : — 

" The ship (the Peacock) was at one time 
rolling her channels in before a strong wester- 
ly wind ; at another, lying with her broadside 
deeply submerged by severe squalls from the 
northwestern quarter, the gun-deck being ankle 
deep in water, and washing from side to side. 
Life lines were secured from gun to gun to sup- 
port the constant passing of men fore and aft 
the deck." 

And again, on the adjoining page 31. 

" Subsequently, we encountered a very 
heavy gale, accompanied by a tremendous 
swell of the ocean ^during its violence, a sea of 
uncommon height struck the ship,* and threw 
her nearly on Tier beam ends, and buried the 

* This stroke of the sea was, it is presumed, owing to the 
deficiency of that duck-like buoyancy in the Peacock, by 
her uncommon and too heavy frame, &c., in her construe* 
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first three ratlines of the mizen shrouds under 
water." 

The author would most respectfully ask, 
how could Ametican talent and wisdom deem 
such vessels the most suitable as flags or ex- 
plorers, especially to navigate on this new and 
extraordinary service, and in all climes and 
latitudes, such as the, regions of the icy seas, 
where much heavier weather, and more violent 
gales would be expected to be' met with^ than 
in the milder latitudes ? Having at all times 
in view, and expectation to perform, and ac- 
complish by American perseverance, fortitude, 
and talent, beyond what has been heretofore 
performed by all other navigators, since the 
days of Columbus, and thereby to advance the 
American character; he would inquire, are such 
vessels (sloops of war,) to be selected, prefer- 
red, and chosen, to thus perform on this new 
and important service ; and that too, after build^ 
ing three other vessels expressly for it, which, 
after trial, are found unfit. Alas ! my country ; 
has all thy wisdom and Yankee 'ctUeness of 
character flown to the winds. 

The following extract of a letter to the Hon. 

tion when rebuilt, which deadened her buoyant life, and 
thereby prevented her prcnnpt rise over the ^iant «ea, like a 
first rate sea-boat, 
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John Forsyth, secretary of state for the United 
States, will give the author's view as to the 
route, performances, &c., expected, relative to 
the expedition. As also the difference between 
a mere surveying expedition ; and that of a 
magnificent National Discovery and Exploring 
Expedition. 

(EXTRACT.) 
New-York, February 24th. 1838. 

Sir, — Therein I respectfully would state, it 
appears that the Exploring Expedition is to 
spend the main part of its time from the 20th 
degree of north latitude to the south, in survey* 
ing the islands, &c. in the Pacific* This em- 
ployment would be time well used, to be sure, 
whenever the squadron were waiting for the 
season to come around favourable to proceed 
into a higher latitude, or, if it was intended to 
be a mere surveying expedition. 

* In all deference, I should think, to perform any thing like 
a correct surrey of all the islands, reefs, dbct lying in the 
Pacific, between the tropics, it would give constant and ac- 
tive employm^it to ten sail, for at least ten years^ to well ac* 
complish. This, a Discovery and Exploring Expedites 
could eflfect, as only touching on the most prominent objects 
on their route, and then only as far as time would conveoi* 
ently admit of. 
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But with all respectful deference, relative to 
its object, I have ever been in the belief, it had 
in view a more dignified, magnanimous, and 
important service and performance as a Na- 
tional Discovery and Exploring Expedition, 
viz.- — ^That its gallant commander would, as 
far as possible, in the Northern, as well as in 
the Southern Pacific, and also in other oceans, 
cause all unexplored seas, and lands, to be ex- 
plored, the eastern coast of Asia, the extensive 
islands north of Japan, so little known, &c. ; 
and may I respectfully suggest, should a per- 
son be on board the flag-ship, having in chaig-e 
a letter of friendly communication from the 
President of the United States of America, to 
the Emperor of Japan;* on that, ship's visiting 
one of his ports, with the intention of a trial to 
obtain the freedom of a port, in one of the nu- 
merous harbours on the eastern coast of Japan, 
to which our whale ships might be perniitted 
to resort to, when in want of refreshments, or 
in case of repairing damage met with in that 
sea ; this would be highly important and bene- 
ficial accommodation, to those whale ships, and 

* Our late venerable President Jackson has thus obtained 
a friendly understanding with the King of Slam, the great 
lord and worshipper of the white elephant, and other oriental 
nabobs, and why may not the like succeed with the Emperor 
of Japan? — ^it certainly cannot be known until tried 
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the enterprising citizens employed on board, in 
that very valuable fishery. And should this be 
acceded to, and accomplished, vi^ho can tell 
but what it might be the means of opening the 
gate to an extensive advantageous commercial 
trade hereafter w^ith that empire. 
I have the honour to be, dear sir. 

Very respectfully. 
Your ob'd't servant, 
EDMUND FANNING. 



Herewith the reader has the official Report 
of the honourable secretary of the navy, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the honourable the 
House of Representatives of the American 
Congress, relating to the National South Sea 
Exploring Expedition. 
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EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 



MESSAGE 

rROM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

TRANSMITTING 

The information required hy a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of 7th December last^ in 
relation to the Delay in the Outfit, ^c, for the 
Exploring Expedition. 



February 7, 1838. 
Read, and laid upon the table. 



Washington Citt, February 5, 1838. 

Sir : I have the honour to transmit to you a 
report from the Secretary of the Navy, prepar- 
ed in obedience to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 7th December last, re- 
quiring information as to the causes which have 
delayed the outfit and preparation of the South 
Sea Surveying and Exploring Expedition. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

To the Hon. James K. Polk, 

Speaker of the Ho. of Reps. 
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Navy Defartment, February 5, 1838. 

Sir : I have the honour to transmit to you a 
report, in obedience to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 7th December 
last, in relation to the delay of the sailing of the 
Exploring Expedition. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant. 

M. DICKERSON. 
To the President of the Un^ed States. 



Navt Department, February 5, 1838. 

Sir : In obedience to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 7th December 
last, calling for the causes which have delayed 
the outfit and preparation of the South Sea Sur- 
veying and Exploring Expedition, required by 
the act of Congress of May, 1836, making ap- 
propriations for the naval service ; and copies 
of all letters, docun^ents, and communications, 
which have passed between the Secretary of 
the Navy, the Commissioners of the Navy 
Board, the oflSicer appointed to the chief com- 
mand, and of all other officers or persons, re- 
lative to all matters connected with the prepa- 
ration, outfit, and sailing of the said expedition, 
and the causes which now delay its sailing ; I 
beg leave to state that, in my report of the 2d 
of December last, I gave a brief detail ot ^2c^ 
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circximstances which had caused the delay of 
the sailing of this expedition up to that time, 
when I believed that it was about to leave our 
coast. The vessels of the squadron were at 
the harbour of New York, nearly ready for 
sea ; the scientific corps had been directed to 
report to the conunander, and had done so, 
and were ready to embark. My sailing instruc- 
tions were given as early as the 10th of Novem- 
ber ; the seamen, ordinary seamen, marines, 
and boys, had re-entered, and received their 
bounty, in whole or in part, to the amount of 
three months* pay ; when, on being permitted 
to go on shore, they deserted, to the number of 
one hundred and fifty-five ; and Commodore 
Jones, harassed with the trouble and laboiu* of 
preparing his vessels for sea, found his health 
so entirely destroyed that he could not, either 
in justice to himself or to the country, longer 
continue in command of the squadron. He 
transmitted the copy of a letter from Dr. R. 
Ticknor, fleet surgeon of the expedition, dated 
at New York, November 30, 1837, stating that 
the commodore^s health had been in a bad state 
for some time ; that, from the violent cough 
tinder which he was suffering, from the bloody 
expectoration and soreness in the chest, it was 
evident that the lungs were diseased to such a 
degree as to demand serious attention ; and 
that^ considering his predisposition to pulmon^ 
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ary disease, and the unfavourable influence of 
the climate of that place upon such predisposi- 
tion^ it was his opinion that a change of climate 
was the only measure from which the desired 
benefit could be obtained. He therefore strong* 
Ij advised the commodore to leave that climate, 
and go to his residence in Virginia, as soon as 
the state of his health and the weather would 
permit. 

Under these circumstances, the commodore's 
request to be relieved from the command of 
the squadron was immediately granted; al* 
though this measure could not fail to be attend-* 
ed with the most embarrassing circumstances, 
as it respected the sailing of the squadron* 
Great difficulty was apprehended in finding a 
successor to Commodore Jones, able and will- 
ing to take the command of the squadron, as it 
had been organized, or to remodel the same. 
All these difficulties have been fully realized. 
The command has been offered to three distin- 
guished officers, who have declined it ; a fourth 
has been ordered, who will not be permitted 
to decline, under whom the squadron will be 
reorganized on a reduc^ scale, and through 
whose agency there is a fair prospect of real- 
izing the important objects of the expedition. 

I have endeavoured to lay before Congress 
the important facts connected with the fitting 

24* 
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Dut of this expedition in my annual report of 
the 3d of December, 1836 ; in my letter of the 
6th of February last, in answer to a call of the 
House of Representatives for information as to 
the progress made with regard to the Explor* 
ing Expedition, (Doc. No. 138 ;) in my letter 
of the 12th of October last, in answer to a call 
of the House of Representatives in relation to 
the detention of the sailing of the Exploring 
squadron, (Doc. No. 60 ;) and in my last an- 
nual report of the 2d of December last. To 
these documents I beg leave to refer as explan- 
atory of the present report. I will now attempt 
to restate the leading facts contained in those 
documents, with such remarks and additional 
information as the present resolution seems to 
require. 

In the act of the 14th of May, 1836, making^ 
appropriations for the naval service, it was pro- 
vided that the President of the United States 
be authorized to send out a Surveying and Ex* 
ploring Expedition to the Pacific Ocean and 
South Seas ; and for that purpose to employ a 
sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such 
other smaller vessels as might be proper and 
necessary to render such expedition efficient 
and useful ; for which the sum of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars was appropriated : 
and, in addition thereto, if necessary, the Pre-- 
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sident was authorized to use other means in the 
control of the Navy Department, not exceeding 
one hundred and fiftj thousand dollars, for the 
objects required. 

It is evident that a sloop of war, a brig, 
and a schooner, was as laige a force as it was 
the intention of Congress to employ on this 
expedition. Had this plan been adopted, the 
expedition, with a small scientific corps, and 
such instruments and books as were to be pro- 
cured in the country, might have sailed before 
the meeting of Congress of that year ; although 
this would have interfered with other branches 
of the naval service, then requiring the imme- 
diate attention of the Navy Department. 

Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones was se 
lected as the commander of the expedition. 
The confidence placed in this oflGicer, which led 
to his appointment to this important trust, in- 
duced the President to rely upon his opinion as 
to the proper force to be employed. 

He was of the opinion that one frigate of the 
second class, one store-ship, two barques or 
brigg, and one schooner, were indispensably ne- 
cessary to the success of the enterprize. In ac- 
cordance with which opinion, measures were 
taken for preparing the vessels and fitting oxtt 
the expedition. The frigate Macedonian and 
3tore-ship Relief were upon the stocks at the 
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time this measure was adopted^ and were or- 
dered to be finished without delay, and the 
three other vessels were ordered to be built-— 
the whole under the immediate superintendence 
of Commodore Jones, who was au1;horized to 
visit, as often as he should think proper, the 
diflFerent navy yards of Boston, New-York, Phi- 
ladelphia, and Norfolk, for the purpose of giv- 
ing such directions and instructions as he might 
deem necessary. 

As this great national enterprise would cost 
more for its outfit than the whole sum appro- 
priated for the expedition, it was evident that 
it could not leave our coast until further appro- 
priations should be made. 

This aflforded an opportunity of sending to 
Europe for books and instruments for the scien- 
tific corps to be attached to the squadron ; and 
rendered it proper to increase the proposed 
number for such corps, so as to bear a just 
proportion to the great scale of the expedition. 

Lieutenant Wilkes, of the navy, was sent to 
Europe, with ample funds, to procure the ne- 
cessary books and instruments, and embarked 
at New-York on the 8th of August^ 1836. 

As at this time it was necessary to fit out a 
squadron for the Pacific, another for the coast 
of Brazil, and to add to our squadron in the 
West Indies, it was evident that great difficulty 
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would take place in recruiting seamen for the 
Exploring Expedition. This difficidty was 
fully understood and stated ; but Commodore 
Jones gave assurances that, should he be autho- 
rized to recruit seamen for this particular ser^ 
vice, under his own superintendence, and with 
the aid of such officers as he should designate, 
he would have a sufficient number of seamen 
recruited before the ships of the squadron could 
be prepared. 

This proposition was assented to, although 
this mode of recruiting was considered ex- 
tremely detrimental to the service. This mea- 
sure, as was apprehended, made it necessary 
to adopt the same mode of recruiting for the 
Brazilian and Pacific squadrons, all interfering 
with each other ; and the consequence was, 
that on the first of February last, no more than 
two hundred and forty-eight seamen, ordinary 
seamen, and boys, had been recruited for the 
expedition — more than enough, it is true, for 
the expedition intended by Congress, but not 
half enough for the squadron of Commodore 
Jones, which required crews, officers included, 
amounting to six hundred and three men, ex*> 
elusive of the scientific corps. 

At the different navy yards every eflfort was 
made to complete, agreeably to the suggestions 
and instructions of Commodore Jones, th^ vea« 
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»els of this squadron, to wit ; the frigate Mace- 
donian, the stoi-e-ship Relief, of 460 tons, the 
barques Pioneer and Consort, of 230 tons each, 
and the schooner Pilot, of 114 tons. The Re- 
lief was launched on the 14th of September, 
1836 ; the Pioneer on the 26th, and the Con- 
sort on the 29th of October; the Pilot about 
the same time, and the frigate Macedonian on 
the 1st of November. The barques and schoon- 
er, with the store-ship, were equipped and sent 
round to Norfolk, from which harbour they 
might sail at any season of the year. 

Before this time, a difficulty had occurred a9 
to the appointment of two officers to th« cooqh 
mand of two of the smaller vessels, which, al- 
though it occasioned no delay in the sailing of 
the squadron, had an unfavourable effect upon 
the preparations for the expedition. 

It was my wish to employ such officers of 
the navy as were distinguished for science, in 
this expedition, as far as this could convenientiy 
be done ; and to employ but a small number 
of scientific gentlemen not belonging to the 
navy. Upon such an arrangement I believed 
the ultimate success of the expedition was to 
depend, and have not changed that opinion. 

Lieutenant Slidell, distinguished for his 
scientific attainments and elegant literature, 
seemed peculiarly well qualified to take a place 
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in the expedition ; I, therefore, proposed to or- 
der him to the command of om of the smaller 
vessels of the squadron, and to charge him with 
the duty of writing a history of the voyage. 

To this Commodore Jones, after taking time 
for inquiry and consideration, objected in a 
written communication. This I received and 
considered ; for the rule I had adopted as to 
this expedition was, not only to permit Com- 
modore Jones to select his officers, such as 
commanders of squadrons are usually permitted 
to select, but, of those to be selected by this 
Department, not to appoint any against whom 
he might have well-founded objections ; and 
such were the instructions to me from the Pre- 
sident. 

The objections to Lieutenant Slidell appear- 
ed to me not only unfounded, but unjust to the 
professional character and standing of that 
officer. As he requested a copy of those ob- 
jections, which were made a matter of record 
in this Department, it was, with the assent of 
Commodore Jones communicated to him ; and 
he was left to answer the allegations which had 
been made against him. 

I proposed to order Lieutenant Wilkes to 
the command of the schooner, from a belief 
that his knowledge in mathematics and astrono- 
my would be of great service to the expedition; 



288 APPENDIX. 

with a view to which, he had been selected to 
go to Europe for instruments and books, as be- 
fore stated. To him also, pommodore Jones 
objected in a written communication. His ob- 
jections appeared to me not to be well found- 
ed; I, however, did not order either of these 
oflSicers, but reserved the subject for the con- 
sideration of the President, who was then ab- 
sent from the seat of government. On his re- 
turn, it was laid before him, and he decided in 
favour of ordering those officers, as I had pro- 
posed. As, however, the correspondence be- 
tween Lieutenant Slidell and Commodore 
Jones was such as to leave no hope that there 
could be any harmony of action between them, 
which might be attended with consequences 
unfavourable to the success of the expedition ; 
and as the objections made against Lieutenant 
Wilkes, who had not yet returned from Europe, 
were such as to leave no doubt in my mind 
that he would consider it an act of injustice, 
under the circumstances of the case, to be or- 
dered in this service, I came to the conclusion 
that for the interest of the expedition it was 
better that neither of them should be ordered. 
I informed Commodore Jones that they would 
not be ordered, and requested him to name 
the officers he wished. 

After this, I made no further attempts to se- 
cure for this expedition the services of officers 
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of science ; and from that time there has been 
a great reluctance on the part of officers to 
to serve in the expedition, as is evident from 
the great number ordered, who, upon their ear- 
nest solicitation, have been excused ; a list of 
whom is annexed to this report. , 

Soon after this, (on the 4th of December,) 
Congress met. At this time Lieutenant Wilkes 
had not returned to the United States with the 
instruments and books, although daily expect- 
ed. The necessary recruits of seamen had 
not been obtained, and the appropriation of 
three hundred thousand dollars was nearly 
exhausted. The squadron could not sail upon 
the extensive scale adopted, until further ap- 
propriations should be made ; and these were 
not made until the 3d of March last. In the 
mean time, it was not considered certain that 
Congress would, by their appropriations, autho- 
rize the sending out a larger squadron than 
they had intended by the act of May, 1836. 

In my annual report of the 3d of December^ 
1836, I submitted estimates of appropriations 
required for the expedition, to consist of one 
frigate, one store-ship, two barques, and one 
schooner ; and on the 6th of February last, I 
made, as before stated, a report in answer to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, in 
relation to the progress made in fitting out the 

25 
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Exploring Expedition, in which these estimates 
were fully explained. 

By these reports it appears that the appro- 
priation of three hundred thousand dollars had 
been expended, and that the annual expense 
for the five vessels of the squadron, with pay 
and provisions for the scientific corps, would 
aniount to $346,431, which,, for three years, 
the proposed duration of the cruise, would 
amount to $1,039,293. 

Although the appropriation for the payment 
of the scientific corps had not been made, yet 
their appointment was urged on the ground that 
it was important to the gentlemen to be select- 
ed, to know it as long beforehand as possible, 
to enable them to arrange their business for an 
absence of three years : and on the 28th of 
December, 1836, the larger part of them were 
appointed, on liberal salarieis, to commence 
when their services should be required; upon 
which condition, they accepted their appoint- 
ment. 

i On the 30th of March last Lieutenant Tatt- 
nall returned from a cruise to the coast of 
Mexico, which he had made as conunander of 
the Pioneer ; and he reported so unfavourably 
of the sailing of this vessel, that it was deem- 
ed proper that her condition should be fully 
examined into, as well as that of the brig Coa« 
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sort and schooner Pilot, which, in point of 
sailing, had not been considered equal to the 
Pioneer. 

The necessary arrangements for such an ex- 
amination were made; and on the 10th of 
April Commodore Jones was informed that the 
Commissioners of the Navy, with the chief 
naval constructor and the naval architect at 
Norfolk, were ready to proceed to the perfor- 
mance of this duty ; and he was requested to 
join them, which he did. 

On the 26th of that month, at his own sug- 
gestion, he was instructed to make an experir 
mental cruise with the Relief, Pioneer, Consort 
and Pilot, for the purpose of making a full 
trial of their sailing qualities, and was directed 
to return to Norfolk in twenty days after sail- 
ing. On his return from this cruise, he report- 
ed favourably of the sailing of these vessels ; 
but, in other respects, his report might be con- 
sidered as unfavourable, inasmuch as he re- 
commended that the barques and schoonejr 
should go into dry dock for the purpose of ex- 
amination, and such alterations as a board of 
officers appointed for that purpose should re- 
commend. This could not fail to add to the 
delay which had already taken place, as the 
ship of the line Delaware was then in dock, 
and could not be immediately removed. 
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Lieutenant Tattnall, after this experimental 
cruise, still entertained the most unfavourable 
opinion of the sailing qualities of these vesselsr, 
tind asked to be relieved from the command of 
the Pioneer. 

As soon as the Delaware could be remored^ 
Commodore Warrington, on the 30th of May, 
was directed to prepare the Pioneer, Consort, 
-and Pilot, for going into dock. On the 8th of 
June, a board of five officers (Commodores 
Chauncey, Morris, Warrington, Patterson, and 
Wadsworth,) was ordered to make an exainin- 
-ation of the condition of those vessels ; which 
seemed the more necessary, inasmuch as Com*- 
modore Jones had demanded another schooner 
to be added to his squadron ; without which 
he could not consider the expedition complete 
or efficient. 

i The board was instructed to inquire whether 
the squadron might not be reduced in number 
of vessels and men, with advantage to the 
country, and without prejudice to the success 
of the expedition. 

This inquiry was rendered proper m conse- 
quence of the great difficulty of procuring the 
necessary funds during the suspension of spe- 
cie payments, which had not been foreseen when 
the last appropriations were made, and be- 
cause it would be in accordance with the ori- 



APPENDIX. 293 

ginal intentions of Congress in fitting out the 
expedition. It was thought that, should a part 
of the vessels be found unfit for this service, it 
would be better that the ^squadron should sail 
with a reduced force, than suffer the delay of 
preparing other vessels. On the 17th of June 
Commodore Jones reported that the requisite 
number of seamen had been recruited. 

On the 12th of July, the board reported thiA 
the occupation of the dock at Gosport, and the 
employment of some of the members of the 
board, prevented a meeting .until the 30th 
June ; that the barques and schooner were put 
into dock and examined ; and certain altera- 
tions recommended, which could soon be com- 
pleted, by which the vessels might be made to 
answer the purpose proposed sufficiently wtU 
to justifg their employmefU. 

The board say that hiEul they been called 
upon, before any preparations had been made, 
to state the number and character of the ves- 
sels ifvhich, in their opinion, would be best cal- 
culated to sequre the attainment of the propos- 
ed objects, they certainly would not have re- 
commended those which have been prepared. 

They were of opinion that a smaller number 
of vessels would have answered the purposes ; 
yet, from a consideration of the expense incurr^ 
ed, the time spent in preparing the force, and 

26« 



S94 APPENDIX. 

other eircumstancefi^ which they enumerate, 
and as the officer selected to command the ex- 
pedition was satisfied with the vessels, they 
came to the conclitsion that no reduction could 
be made in their amount at this late period, 
without prejudice to the success of the expedi- 
tion. They, however, recommended a reduction 
of the number of officers and men to about five 
hundred, exclusive of the scientific corps. To 
this reduction Commodore Jones strenuously 
objected, and he was permitted to retain his full 
force of 603 officers and men. 

The alterations recommended in the vessels 
were made with all the despatch that the means 
at the disposal of Commodore Warrington 
would permit But, before they could be com- 
pleted. Commodore Jones discovered that the 
cooking galleys which had been ordered to be 
put on board his vessels^ by his direction, for 
burning anthracite coal, would not answer the 
purpose proposed ; and on the 1st of August 
he requested that new galleys should be fur- 
nished, to be substituted for those found to be 
useless. This was a new cause of delay. Or- 
ders were immediately given for constructing 
the new galleys wanted. They were made 
without delay, at the navy yard at Washington, 
under the direction of Commodore Patterson, 
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and the last of them sent to Norfolk on the 6th 
of October. 

As I believed the schooner Pilot, notwith- 
standing the alterations niade in her, could not 
be safely employed in this expedition, I gave 
Commodore Jones the privilege of pmtshasing 
another schooner, to be substituted for this. In 
consequence of which, on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, he purchased the schooner Clara, now 
called the Active, for eight thousand dollars ; 
upon which he was authorized to put such re- 
pairs and improvements as he might think ne- 
cessary, at the navy yard at New-York ; and 
which he has done at a much greater expense 
than the original cost of the vessel. 

On the 26th of September I had issued oi^ 
ders to Commodore Jones to proceed with his 
squadron from Norfolk to New- York, as soon 
as the vessels could be prepared for removal. 
He s^ed from Norfolk on the 12th of October, 
and arrived four days afterwards at New-York. 

Before leaving Norfolk, Commodore Jones 
issued a general order, which gives a most 
flattering account of the condition of the squa- 
dron, leaving no doubt that the expedition 
would be under sail, in a few days, for the 
southern hemisphere. 

The reasons alleged by Commodore Jones 
for wishing to remove the squadron to New- 
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York were, that the stores might be completed, 
and such appa^ratus procured for beating the 
ressels as might be necessary for the health 
and comfort of the crews in high latitudes ; all 
which, it was believed, could be completed in 
a few days. 

Wishing to hasten the departure of the squa- 
dron, I instructed the gentlemen of the scientir 
fie corps, to report to Commodore Jones with- 
out delay, although he had not informed me 
that the vessels were ready for their reception, 
but I inferred this from the general order, and 
it was important that their books, instrument8> 
ftnd furniture should be arranged while the jpre^ 
parations for the vessels were advancing. Al- 
though the gentlemen of the scientific odrps 
could not, with propriety, be instructed to rer 
port to ,the commander of the expedition before 
the vessels were in a situation to receive them, 
yet they were put upon pay from the 4th of 
July last, and were on duty in preparing books, 
instruments, and materials, necessary for their 
labours on the expedition. Fearing that there 
might be some difSiculty as to accommodations 
for this corps, and the various articles they 
might think it necessary to carry with them, I 
requested Commodore Jones, if his convenience 
would permit, to meet a large portion of them 
assembled at Philadelphia, for thQ purpose of 



"H. 



. APPENDIX. 297 

haring with them a free conference and perfect 
understanding as to these points. This meet- 
ing took place in July, and such arrangements 
were made as I understood to be perfectly sa* 
tisfactory to Commodore Jones and to the gen^ 
tlemen of the scientific corps. 

This arrangement, however, seems to have 
had no beneficial effect ; for the instruments, 
books, furniture, and articles of various kinds^ 
required by these gentlemen for the expedition, 
are greater in bulk than can be provided for 
in all the ships of the squadron. 

To prevent a loss of time, I authorized seve- 
ral gentlemen of this corps to purchase such 
books, instruments, and materials as were ne-^ 
cessary, and for which previous requisitions 
could not conveniently be made ; and for a 
like reason, I placed five thousand dollars in 
the handA of Commodore Jones, to be disposed 
of for such articles as he might think neces* 
sary ; and twelve thousand dollars were lodg- 
ed with his purser, subject to his drafts for a 
like purpose. These were variations from the 
regulations governing expenditures of the 
navy, but appeared to me to be justified by the 
circumstances of the case. On the 3d of No- 
vember Conunodore Jones was informed that 
the chronometers for the squadron were ready 
for delivery at' the depot at Washington, and 
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he was requested to send two competetit ofl^ 
cers to take charge of them ; and on the IBth 
of the month, twenty-five chronometers, in good 
order, were deUvered to the officers sent for 
them. 

On the 10th of November my saiUng mstruc- 
tions had been sent to Commodore Jones, to 
be carried into effect as soon as his vessels 
should, in all respects, be ready for sea. 

At this time I was not aware of the extent 
of work to be done upon the vessels after their 
arrival at New- York; which required more 
than two months to complete. 

This was an unexpected cause of delay. I 
had given instructions for re-entering the sea- 
men, landsmen, and boys for this expedition, 
and to give them a bounty equal to three 
months' pay, which was paid to them, in whole 
or in part, about the 1st of November ; soon 
after which, one hundred and fifty-five of them 
who had Uberty to go on shore deserted. 

This was an unexpected and extremely em^ 
barrassing eause of delay ; but the most seri- 
ous cause of delay is, the withdrawal of Com- 
modore Jones from the command of the squa- 
dron when it was so nearly prepared for sea. 

It was apprehended that there would be a 
great difficulty in finding an officer able and 
willing to take the comipand of this squadron^ 
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ia the condition in which it had been left by 
Commodore Jones. R was proposed to Cap- 
tain Shnbrick to take the cpmmand^ but he ob- 
jected to the frigate as too large a vessel for 
this service, and to the brigs Pioneer and Con- 
sort, as altogether unfit for it; and not being 
satisfied with the number of vessels, or the or- 
ganization of the squadron, he declined the 
command. The great confidence placed in 
this officer seemed to require that the validity 
of his opinions should be fully examined. 

A board, consisting of Cominodore Hull, 
Commodore Biddle, and Commander Aulick, 
was appointed by a letter of the 12th of De- 
cember, stating that doubts having been eater* 
tained both with regard to the fitness of Itome 
of the vessels of the exploring squadron for the 
service on which they were toibe employed, 
and to the extent of force, number^ and size of 
the vessels, the whole subject was referred to 
a board of experienced officers, in June last, to 
consider and report upon the same : that, after 
personal examination and careful investigation, 
the board reported, that if the matter had been 
submitted to them originally, tiiey would not 
have recommended either the extent, size, or 
composition of the force of the vessels propos- 
ed to be emplo3red ; but that, taking into con- 
sideration the delay that would attend a change 
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in these particulars at that period, and that the 
commanding officer was satisfied with the num- 
ber, size and qualities of the vessels, they re* 
commended no change of the vessels, but cer^ 
tain alterations in a part of them, which could 
soon be made : and that the withdrawal of one 
commander, and the appointment of another, to 
this expedition, must necessarily be attended 
with some delay ; and presented the case refer- 
red to the board in June last, under circum<- 
stances diflfering from those on which their re- 
port was grounded : that the President had, in 
consequence, determined to avail himself of the 
aid of the professional advice of the board now 
appointed, as to the number, size, and equip- 
ments of the vessels best calculated to succeed 
in surveying and exploring operations among the 
islands of the South Pacific ocean, and in high 
latitudes of the South seas ; and as to the best 
means of fitting out the same : for the consi- 
deration of which subjects, they were required 
to naeet at Washington, which they did on the 
19th of December. On the 26th of that month 
they reported, that to carry into effisct the ex- 
pedition authorized by the act of Congress of 
the 14th of May, 1836, there will be required, 
in their opinion, four vessels. " First, a sloop 
of war of the second class. To fit a sloop of 
war for this service, it is recommended that her 
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rigging, spars, and sails, be reduced ; that in 
the place of her regular armament, there be 
substituted an armament of lighter cahbre, and 
fewer in number; and that the established 
complement of officers and n^en be diminish- 
ed, so that the whple number on board shall be 
about one hundred and thirty. As it may be 
presumed that the commander of the expedi- 
tion, in the event of a war during its absence, 
will be instructed to abstain from all acts of 
hostility, the military equipments, in the opin- 
ion of the board, need not exceed the wants of 
a vessel employed among the islands of the 
Pacific. Second : Two ships or barques, of 
3U0 or 350 tons each, of substantial construc- 
tion, to mount six light guns, to have sixty or 
seventy men each, including officers ; the spars 
and sails of both vessels to be of equal dimen^ 
sions, so as to serve alike for either of them. 
Third : A store-ship of about 460 tons, mount- 
ing four light guns, and having fifty or sixty 
men, officers included. For surveying purpos- 
es among the islands,, it is recommended that 
the frames and other materials for one or two 
decked boats of fifteen or twenty tons, to be 
put together when wanted, be furnished to the 
expedition." 

The reduction and alteration of the squadron 
recommended by this board being approved, 
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the command of the expedition was offered to 
Captain Kearney, who examined the condition 
of the squadron at New- York. He was not 
satisfied with the arrangements proposed, and 
declined the command. 

It was then offered to Captain Perry, who, 
from the situation of his private concerns, felt 
compelled to decline the command, which, un- 
der other circumstances, he would gladly have 
accepted. 

Captain Gregory has now been ordered to 
the command, and it is confidently hoped that 
the squadron may sail in a short time, upon the 
reduced scale recommended by the late board. 
Some weeks, however, will be required to en- 
able the new commander to re-organize the 
squadron, and to fit it for service. To send 
him off without affording him the opportunity 
of doing this, would be as unjust to him, as 
hazardous to the success of the expedition. 

As the vessels, with their crews, had remain- 
ed a long time unemployed in the harbour of 
New- York, it was deemed proper to send out a 
part of them (the two brigs and Schooner) upon 
a short experimental cruise, charged with the 
duty of affording relief, under a late act of Con- 
gress, to vessels in distress approaching our 
coast, and which will not retard the sailing of 
the squadron. 
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It is believed there can be no impropriety in 
ordering tbe seamen engaged for the South 
Sea Exploring Expedition upon this experir 
mental cruise, and of requiring of them, while 
upon the same, the duties proposed ; although 
a condition of their re-entering for this expedi- 
tion was that they erhould not be^" subject to be 
transferred to the general or any other branch 
of the naval service of the United States ; " a 
condition that, in its consequences, may b6 
found to he- very inconvenient 

The changing of the plan of a small expedi- 
tion, inte^nded by Congress, to that of the very 
large one adopted, will account for all the de- 
lay that took place until the next meeting of 
Congress. The diflSculty of recruiting sear 
men, and the want of increased appropriations 
for the extended plan of the expedition till the 
3d of March last, will account for the delay un- 
til that time. The unfortunate condition of the 
vessels built expressly for the expedition; 
the time necessarily spent in examining and 
altering them ; the introduction of a new kind 
of cooking galleys for burning anthracite coal, 
which were found not to answer the purpose 
proposed, even if anthracite coal had been a 
fuel easily ptocured in the Southern regions 
to be visited by the exploring squadron ; the 
time necessary for constructing new galleys, 
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after they were required in August last ; the 
removal of the squadron to New- York ; the 
desertion of a large portion of the crews ; the 
ill-health, and consequent relief, of Commodore 
Jones from the command of the squadron ; and 
the fact that the vessels, after their arrival at 
New- York, required preparations that could 
not be completed before the 20th of December 
last, will account for the delay until that time. 
The difficulty of finding a new commander, 
and of reorganizing the expedition, has caused 
the delay since, and must necessarily cause a 
further delay for a few weeks. 

The extraordinary character of the service 
on this expedition, differing essentially from the 
duties usually required of the navy, and the 
preparations for the squadron, so different from 
those usually required for squadrons on foreign 
stations, and the power given to Commodore 
Jones to superintend the preparation of these 
vessels, have rendered a departure, in some 
instances, necessary from the regulations of 
the navy; and the opinions of Commodore 
Jones, and some of the officers acting under 
him, as to the observance of regulations deem- 
ed necessary by this Department and the Navy 
Board, have been attended with great inconve- 
nience^ as will appear by the correspondence 
called for by this resolution ; copies, of which 
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will be transmitted, as soon as the same can 
be prepared, to be annexed to this report. 

I regret that these copies have not been com- 
pleted ; but, from their great extent, and the 
mass of business pressing upon the clerks of 
the Department, this has been impossible, 
without omitting to perform the daily and in- 
dispensable business of this office. The copy- 
ing will be urged with as much despatch as 
possible ; extra clerks have been employed for 
the purpose ; but some weeks must necessarily 
elapse before the whole can be completed. 
I have the honour to be. 
Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
MAHLON DICKERSON. 

To the President of the United States. 



26* 
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List of Officers who have been ordered to the Ex- 
plorinff Expedition^ and have been excused. 



Assistant Surgeon* 

Lieutenant, 

Passed Midshipman* 

Do 

Db 

Do 

Do 
Lieutenant, 
Midshipman* 
Lieutenant, 
Acting Midshipman, 
Lieutenant, 

Do 
Surgeon, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Passed Midshipman, 
Midshipman, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, 

Do 
Assistant Surgeon, 
Passed Midshipman, 
Lieutenant, 
Passed Midshipman, 



James C. Palmer, 
Josiah Tattnall. 
David D. Portdr. 
Robert F. Pinkney. 
Charles W. Morris. 
Thornton A. Jenkins. 
Oliver Todd. 
Henry W. Morris. 
Nathan Barnes. 
Jacob Crowninshield. 
H«nry Rolands. 
William L. Hudson. 
John Rudd. 
William Whelan. . 
A. G. Gambrill. 
E. W. StuU. 
Thomas H. Patterson, 
Samuel C. Laurs^son. 
John C. Spencer. 
John Messersmith. 
Richard C. Cagdel. 
Guert Gansevoort. 
M. G. L. Claiborne. 
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EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 



EXTRACT FROM REMARKS OF MR. CRARY, 

OF MICHIGAN, 

In the House of Representatives^ U. S. Congress, 

April 10th, 1838, 

On the motion to reduce the amount of the Appropriation 
for the Naval Service, for the purpose of putting an end 
to the South Sea Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. Crary said he did not know what could 
be the object of the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Mercer) in bringing the character of Com- 
modore Jones into this discussion. From the 
correspondence between that oflScer and the 
Navy Department, every gentleman in the 
House would form his own opinion. 

The gentleman from Virginia might come to 
one conclusion, and Mr. C. to a very different 
one. No one had yet attacked the character 
of Commodore Jones; but if the matter of 
eulogy was to be carried any farther, there 
were those who would attack it. Mn C. was 
of the number ; but in so doing, he had no 
wish to take from Commodore Jones any of 
the laurels he had won for past services. He 
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could join in praise of them with as much good 
will as the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. C. said that the law of 1836 declared 
the object of this expedition. It was to visit 
the Pacific Ocean and the South Seas, and 
when there, it was to be employed in survey-* 
ing and exploring. It was advocated by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Reed,) 
on the ground of the immense amount of 
our commerce in those seas. It was said by 
that gentleman, and another gentleman from 
the same state, (Mr. Phillips,) that we had con- 
stantly employed there some four hundred and 
fifty vessels in the whale fijshery ; that this fleet 
was manned by upwards of ten thousand men, 
and cost, with their outfit, about twelve mil- 
lions of dollars, and were estimated to be 
worth, when their voyages were completed, 
twenty millions of dollars. This expedition 
was designed to aid this commerce, by procur- 
ing regular maps and charts of those regions ; 
by ascertaining the character of the tides, cur- 
rents, and dangerous reefs ; by establishing 
permanent relations with places where our 
trade was now limited and uncertain ; by seek- 
ing for, and restoring to their homes and fami- 
lies, those American seamen who had been 
unfortunately left or cast away upon shores 
inhabited by a race of savages ; and, inciden- 
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tal to all these objects, it was expected that 
some attention would be paid to the great 
cause of natutal history and science generallj. 
After much discussion, the advocates of the 
measure succeeded in convincing the House of 
its importance. The Executive was authoriz- 
ed to send out '* a sloop of war and such other 
smaller vessels. as might be necessary and pro- 
per, to render the expedition eflScientand user 
ful." President Jackson, in consequence of 
the past conduct of Captain Jones, called him 
to the command. The conduct of this officer 
from that time plainly manifested that his ob- 
ject was to make this a great and niagnificent 
expedition, such as should secure to him last- 
ing renown, and give him, not only a great and 
dazzling name among his own countrymen, but 
with the whole civilized world. He looked 
for his recompense in a wreath of amaranth. 
Had he confined his views simply to the ob- 
jects proposed by the House j the squadron 
might have been at sea long ago. But this 
would not satisfy his ambition and his vanity. 
He must have a body guard of scientific men 
from all " of the most celebrated institutions of 
the country," to catch birds and flies, toads and 
fishes. This was all very pretty. There were 
men in the country who . would be delighted 
with an account of the butterflies that sip the 
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nectar of the flowers that spring up on coral 
rocks, or of the plumage of a bird that spreads 
its wings over a far off sea. It was very well 
to take advantage of so favourable an oppor- 
tunity to augment the stores of science, but 
that object should have been only incidental 
and subordinate to the great purpose of tKe 
squadron, which was that of survey ing and ex- 
ploring in the latitudes of an almost unknown 
sea. 

Mr. C. said that he was not originally in fa- 
vour of this expedition, because he thought we 
had other and more important objects to attend 
to nearer home. Said that the blame for the 
delay of sailing lay between the Secretary of 
the Navy and Commodore Jones. For his 
own part, he believed the fault was chai^eable 
on both. Sure he was that Commodore Jones 
had given the expedition a too scientific char- 
acter. 

(Mr. Mercer here interposed, and said that 
Commodore Jones had no more to do in fixing 
the scientific character of the expedition than 
the gentleman from Michigan.) 

Mr. C. resumed, and reminded the gentleman 
from Virginia, and the House, that Commodore 
Jones had made it a sine qua non that no one 
of the commanders of the smaller vessels should 
have a scientific duty assigned to him. As 
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early as the fall of 1836, the Commodore 
threatened to resign, because the Secretary of 
the Navy intimated an intention to appoint 
Lieutenant Slidell to command, and at the 
same time confer on him the office of historio- 
grapher. At a later period, he had been great- 
ly outraged in his feelings because Lieutenant 
Glynn was offered, and accepted, the appoint* 
ment of geographer and hydrographer. 

(Mr. Mercer here again insisted that the en- 
largement of the objects of the expedition had 
not, in any sense, been the act of Commodore 
Jones.) 

Mr. C. would not say that the Commodore 
had been the cause of the change, but such 
wa^ his opinion. It was certain that it was 
made to conform to the views expressed by 
him in a letter to Mr. Reynolds, written when 
the expedition was under consideration in this 
House. There was a wonderful similarity be- 
tween the views expressed in that letter, and 
those which had influence in getting up the 
squadron. 

It had been said that the commander of the 
squadron was not chargeable with the defec- 
tive construction of the smaller vessels. This 
fault had been very unjustly ascribed to the 
chief naval constructor* 

This officer acted under special instructions 
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and he prepared his draughts accordingly. 
Mr. C. did not know who gave these instruc- 
tions, but he presumed they came from Com- 
modore Jones, as it was an order of the De- 
partment that his wishes should be consulted, 
and his suggestions adopted, in every thing 
pertaining to the construction, arrangement, ar- 
mament, and equipment of the vessels, as far 
as circumstances would permit. Mr. C. believ- 
ed that it was a matter of record that the two 
brigs and the schooner were planned agreeably 
to the suggestions, and built under the superin- 
tendence of Commodore Jones. At any rate, 
he had exhibited as strong an affection for 
them as though they were his own children. 
He had laboured in season and out of season, 
to convince the public that they were well 
adapted to the service in which they were to be 
employed. He had forced Lieutenant Tatnall 
to tender his resignation of the command of the 
Pioneer, in consequence of his having express- 
ed the opinion, formed by a cruise among the 
reefs and currents of the Gulf of Mexico, that 
she "steered badly when sailing over six 
knots," and was unable " to claw off a lee 
shore in a short head sea." The sailing quali- 
ties of these bantlings of the commodore had 
been tested during the past winter. The two 
brigs had formed a part of our coast squadron. 
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The Pioneer got ashore in the sound, and had 
a number of her men severely frost-bitten. The 
Consort returned to port, after a cruise of fif- 
teen days, with a loss of her main-yard, top- 
gallant-mast, and one man killed, who was 
thrown upon deck by her breaching-to against 
her helm. Lieutenant Glynn, a gallant oflScer, 
a good seaman, and a man of science, was in 
command of her, and in his report of the cruise 
to Commodore Ridgely he says : 

" Off the wind with any sea on, the Consort 
is dangerous, and should never be allowed to 
go over six knots ; at seven knots she became 
unmanageable, and, I think, could riot possibly 
be made to go eight k^ots while drawing more 
than twelve feet water : for her short and full 
water lines, particularly abaft, make so much 
wake, that from five knots and upwards the 
rudder plays in more or less dead water, and 
thus its influence is diminishing till it ceases 
to be the principal directing power. Her full 
of the body and low transom afford a fair hold 
for a sea coming up with her, while her want 
of length allows her to be swung round as upon 
a pivot. In scudding, therefore, long before 
she had attained a velocity sufficient to dimin- 
ish perceptibly the violence of the following 
sea, she would be breached-to, or brought '6j 
the lee. * * * * * * 

27 
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'* It would be impossible to drag her oflf i 
lee shore if there was any thing of a sea on. 
While lying-to on the 29th of January, she 
pitched every thing beyond the knight-heads 
under water, and carried away the foretop-gal- 
lant mast. Any attempt at that time to force 
the vessel through the water by carrying the 
square-sails, must soon have terminated in the 
loss of her masts ; and I was quite satisfied if she 
was ever fairly caught within twenty miles of a 
lee shore in a gale of half as many hours durar 
tion, she must have been inevitably wrecked." 

And yet these are the vessels that were to 
explore and survey the islands and reefs of the 
Pacific, and go among the icebergs of the 
South Seas! The first severe gale of wind 
when off a lee shore would have sent them to 
destruction. No man can blame sailors for 
running away from such vessels, or from a 
commander who could speak in praise of their 
excellent qualities. He thought the expedition 
ought to have been at sea a year ago. The 
Secretary of the Navy, or Commodore Jones, 
was answerable for the delay. If the former 
had done his duty, he ought to call the latter 
to a strict account ; but if the Secretary was in 
fault, he ought to be placed where his imbecili- 
ty could bring no dishonour upon the country 
hereafter. 
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Mr. G. would not now desert this expedition. 
He would force it to sea with all convenient 
despatch. He cared not who was sent out as 
a commander, if he was only qualified for the 
station. 

He was willing that a midshipman, a lieu- 
tenant, or post-captain should be selected. 
He was disposed to leave this matter entirely 
to Executive discretion. He had only to say, 
that so far as his vote would effect it, the expe- 
dition should go to sea ; he would not deisert it ; 
he would not thus reflect upon the acts of a 
former Congress. If the measure was p!roper 
two years ago, it was equally proper now. 
Not only were all the reasons for it as good 
now as they were at that time, but there 
were additional reasons. We had entered into 
the plan ; we had made a beginning ; we had 
gathered together the necessary materials • we 
had expended large sums of money, and we 
had raised great expectations. These would 
never all be realized ; they had been consider- 
ably lowered by a series of unfortunate events, 
but the country had not yet lost all its interest 
in the measure. It was the character of the 
people to go ahead in every thing ; and they 
expected to see this character developed by all 
their public servants. Whenever such servant 
failed in a great and important measure, or 
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lagged in the performance of his duty, he very 
soon became the subject of animadversion and 
reprehension. 

The gentleman from New- York, (Mr. Bron- 
son,) had said that Congress, by voting the ap- 
propriation, authorized the employment of a 
frigate. Mr. C. voted for it, not because he 
approved of the frigate, but because he was 
unwilling to furnish an excuse, in the event of 
a failure, for charging that failure upon Con- 
gress. He wished the responsibility to rest on 
the commander of the expedition, who had in- 
sisted on having a frigate. That commander 
had had his own way ; he had been indulged 
with just such a squadron as he askedibr ; and 
he had left it in the harbour of New- York, for 
the milder atmosphere of a more southern re- 
gion. Mr. C. did not regret this determination. 
He had long since ceased to have any confi- 
dence in the success of the expedition as it 
was organized ; and he was glad that an op- 
portunity was afforded of placing it upon a 
piroper footing. He believed that a similar 
feeling pervaded the whole country. 

Washington Globe, 19M Ajfril^ 1838* 
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As a mere matter of record to talent and character, the 
following" inserted certificate will show, as evidence at an 
early date, the opinion of President Jefferson (unsolicited) 
relative to the ability of the author as a commander; but 
he being at the time bound by engagements to valuable 
friends in a command in the Pacific and China trade, whose 
support and means had enabled him already to have ob- 
tained the honour of important discoveries; his engage- 
ment, they being unwilling to grant his release, thus pre- 
vented him from moving, agreeably to his first wish, by 
accepting the honourable offer tendered, and thereby serv- 
ing the remainder of his life in our gallant American 
navy. 

CERTIFICATE. 

New- York, January 19th, 1837. 

This certifies that I was personally known to 
Mr. George Warner, on his return from Wash- 
ington, having brought from President Jeffer- 
son an invitation and tender to Captain Edmund 
Fanning to the command of either of the new 
United States frigates, the New- York or Adams, 
as an inducement for him to enter into the 
naval service of government; his commis- 
sion to take date the day the frigate was launch- 
ed. This was, as my memory serves, between 
the years 1801 and 1803. 

W.-'E. NEXSEN. 

Attest, John ^. Blbbcker. 

2 7* 
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The annexed letters to the honourable Chairman of the 
Naval Committee of the House of Representatives of the 
American Congress assembled, will show the author's 
anxious regret at the unfortunate delay, and non-sailing of 
the South Sea National Exploring Expedition, in aiding 
the authorization of which by Congress he had acted so con- 
spicuous a part. And herewith the public and general 
reader have the author's justification, which was so sacred- 
ly due to his profession and character, touching this ex- 
ploring subject, afler the part he had taken in procuring 
its authorization. 

New- York. 21st April, 1838. 

Dear Sir, 

In the utmost respect and deference to all 
others, and their opinions, I cannot but now 
regret, extremely regret, that my experienced 
knowledge relating to such a Discovery and 
Exploring Expedition, in the construction of 
the proper vessels, its preparations and outfits, 
ISO early tendered to President Jackson, had 
not been accepted and used. 
. ^ In the greatest respectful deference, I can- 
'ff • libt but presume it would have enabled the ex- 
Tpfedition to have had the most efficient vessels, 
and been carried brilliantly into effect, to the 
great credit and benefit of the nation ; as also 
nobly and shiningly to the American character, 
and that to an expense (I think) not exceed- 
ing half a million of dollars ; but, alas ! fate 
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had not so decreed to the favour of our much ' , 
beloved country, 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. FANNING, 

To the Hon. S. Ingham, M. C, 
Chairman of the Naval Com- 
mittee, H. R, United States' 
Congress, Washington city. 



New- York, April 23d, 1838. . 

Dear Sir, 

I have respectfully to observe that it has oc- 
curred to my mind, since mine of 21st inst., 
the propriety of an explanation, to prevent mis- 
construction, which I present herewith. 

That after the great sacrifice of money and 
time made by me in the proceedings in aid to 
procure the authorization of a National Discov- 
ery and Exploring Expedition to the South 
Seas, &c., it does not appear that the omission 
of calling my experienced knowledge into re- In- 
quisition, in the construction of the most pro- 
per vessels, preparations in outfits, Jlc, was 
with our late venerable President, or the hon- 
ourable Secretary of the Navy. Why? Be- 
cause, in the correspondence between the latter 
and Commodore Jones, the Secretary, in his 
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letter of date Navy Department, September 
12th, 1836, has the following passage, viz. 

" The person with whom you intimate I 
have corresponded, I presume, is Captain Ed- 
mund Fanning of New- York. Captain Fan- 
ning long since planned a South Sea Exploring 
Expedition, and has been urging it upon Con- 
gress ever since the administration of Mr. 
Madison. So far as there is a merit in suggest- 
ing and urging this measure, it is due to Cap- 
tain Fanning. He is intimately acquainted 
with many regions which it is intended to ex- 
plore; and it is very desirable to have the 
benefit of his knowledge and experience, both 
in fitting out and conducting the expedition." 

Thus it will appear, that it was the desire of 
the President and Secretary that the humble 
aid of my practical knowledge in experience 
should be used to the enterprize, &c. 

Having the honour to be, 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

EDMUND FANNING. 

Hon. S. Ingham, M. C, Chair- 
man Naval Committee, H. R. 
Washington city. 
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Thus, being not admitted to any part or voice 
in the preparations and outfits of the expedi- 
tion, is not the author entirely clear as to its 
present unfavourable prospects, or its failure 
to the nation, should it end in such an unfortu- 
nate and unexpected result 1 This, it is hoped, 
the candid reader will frankly and generously 
admit, although the author took such an ardu- 
ous and zealous part in aid of its authorization. 
At least, what is herein given will, in the opin- 
ion of the author, show what would be the 
most proper vessels for best effecting this ex- 
ploring service, and why far preferable and 
better adapted than a ship of war. 



In conclusion the author would remark, that the present 
unhappy situation of this important and popular national 
expedition again aroused the Yankee spirit of the old voy- 
ager, and called forth his voluntary patriotic aid, even at 
his time of life, once more to the help of his beloved country, 
in the support of this national measure. The following 
extract of a letter to His Excellency, the Vice-President of 
the United States, will show that the autho|Jias persevered 
to the end. But, alas 1 feeling, with the strong confidence 
of experience, that it cannot but be much feared that with 
ships of war,* all -important and beneficial discoveries will 
pass to the lot of other nations :— since who, acquainted 
with the affairs of the turf, would judge it wise for an 
active butcher to appear on the race-ground, mounted on a 

* Except as a flag and home ship to the expedition. 
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larg?, fat, slick ox, with a view to take the purse from 
Eclips^t or his descendants, when the well-taught slayer of 
meats for the market, never having seen Eclipse run, de- 
pending on size and strength, had full confidence in his 
beautiful and noble slnimal? 

Such is the difference between a heavy ship of war and 
the more proper and better adapted vessel, in navigating 
and exploring among the numerous ice islands, coral reefs, 
currents, &c. Hence the proposal in the extract of letter 
herein was given to furnish the most proper vessels, &c., 
for the performance of this new service to Americans. 
And with an earnest and zealous endeavour, with the most 
proper vessels as explorers, in room of ships of war, to 
carry this very favourite and laudable expedition through 
to a favourable termination, as well as to a most honoura- 
ble and successful result. 

EXTRACT. 

New- York, May 19/A, 1838. 

Dear Sir, 

I have respectfully to remark, that having, as you are 
aware, taken a zealous part, to the sacrifice of much time 
and expense, in the aid to the procuring an act, authori- 
zing a National South Sea Exploring Expedition, relating 
to which, unfortunately, in its preparation and fit out, there 
has arisen at a great expenditure, serious disappointment 
and difficulty, which, in all respectful deference, I cannot 
but presume to think, that, if my experienced knowledge, 
that was so early tendered in good faith previous to any ap- 
pointment, or the subject being taken up for action, by a note, 
through your kindness, to our then venerable President, 
had been acccepted and used, it would have tended to have 
brought about a quite difiTerent result, than the expedition's 
present situation. I, therefore, after the part I have volun- 
tarily acted to its authorization, have come to the resolution 
to again respectfully tender all within my humble means, 
and in all respectful deference to propose to Government 
the following suggestion and expedient. * * * • • 
J know not if, by the clause providing the vessels in the 
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authorization act, whether this proposal in tender be ad- 
missible: — but if it so be, then^ in the view of a trial to aid 
in the support of the American character, and to endeavour 
to accomplish and carry into effect a similar favourite nation- 
al enterprise, this suggested proposal is hereby tender^ in 
the purest zeal, and spirit of real patriotism^n aid to the 
measure — feeling confident, with only this proposed gov- 
ernmental aid, with the means at the author's ^rontrol, that 
there can be fitted out an efficient squadron to excel in 
performing a Discovery an^ Exploring Enterprise to those 
seas. This can, with the righfvessels, be organized with 
the primest force our country aflfords for such service, as a 
number of the most experienced, able, and talented nautical 
citizens in the Merchant Marine will readily volunteer in 
such an expedition. 

I^ am confident this will show to the world, that Ameri- 
can seamen, when they engage on a task, if ever so ar- 
duous, know how tb accomplish it,^ to bring honour to the 
American character, as well as great benefit to the nation. 
Therefore, if the herein suggested proposal and project be 
approved and accepted by Government, I herewith pledge 
all my means, with best exertions, and all that is dear to a 
citizen, to faithfully use every endeavour to carry the enter- 
prise (the danger of the seas and extraordinary occurrences 
excepted,) with all despatch through, in its intended per- 
formance, and to the best possible efltct, by calling to its 
aid and into requisition, every promising ability, exertion, 
perseverance, &c., that can lend to bring honour, credit, 
and benefit to the nation. 

With high regard, 

1 am, dear sir, very respectfully, 

Your obdt. servt. 

EDxMUND FANNING. 

To His Excellency 

RICHARD M. JOHNSON, 

Vice-President of the Unite^tates, 

Washington City. 
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The suggested and tendered proposal was, after mature 
consideration of ihe clause* in t^ii authorization act, con- 
sidered not admissible. May 28th, 1839. 

The author would here respectfully add, in explanation 
to what is contained in this volume. Viz: — The remark, 
that if he had never existed, or been among the living, the 
authorizatic^ of this National Exploring Expedition would 
not, at its time of passage, have been by Congress au- 
thorized : — ^that by this, he is jfer fcom meaning to convey 
the idea that he should ever have obtained it, if the zealous 
co-operation and aid of other worthy citizens had not been 
given. But that it was by his, and the united perseverance 
of those other patriotic citizens, that its Sanction by Con- 
gress was procured. The author, as related^ broke the 
ice, as it were, and cleared away the prior difficulty. And 
if this haid not firstly been done, the sanction of an" Ex- 
plorer's law could not have been^rii^taitted. 



Note. — The American Exploring Expedition consists, as now 
(June, 1838,) organized, under the command of Lieutenant Com- 
mandant Wilkes, as follows, viz. — 

Vessels, J\Jen. 

Vincennes, Sloop of war, - - - - 120 
Peacock, Do. do. - - - - 105 
Porpoise, Brig do. - - - - 50 
Relief, Store Ship, 70 
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EXPLORATION-SOUTH SEAS. 



MEMORIAL 

'op 
EDMUND PANNING, 

RE8PBCTPULLT 

Soliciting a loan from Congress to the support and ad- 
vancement of Commsrce^ the Fisheries^ ^c. by exploration 
in the South Seas^ 



February 5, 1840. 
Referred to the Committee on Naral Afiairs.' 



To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled: 

Your memorialist, Edmund Fanning, a citizen of the 
United States, 

Respectfully showeth: 

That, stimulated by patriotic feelings, by long and much- 
collected information relating to the subject of southern ex- 
piorsition, stored up in his breast, and anxious in the view to 
preserve the same to the benefit of our country, does there- 
fore most respectfully tender and propose to Government the 
following project in enterprise, to the aid, support and ad- 
vancement of commerce, the fisheries, &c. of the nation. 

The national expedition now out to those southern seas, 
under Lieutenant Wilkes, United States Navy, will no doubt 

Bhrfr fc Blvef, prinlenL 
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brilliantly add to astronomy, high science, 4&^., althourii. 
in the humble opinion of your memorialist, not provided 
with the most proper and best-adnpted vessels for the explor- 
ing service in all seas ; and, therefore, your memorialist pray- 
etn to be permitted, respectfully, to ask the consideration gi 
Congress to the following, viz.: Feelin? willing to appro- 
priate his means and remaining dayis to the ^ood and benefit 
of our beloved countrv^ in full confidence (by mneh know- 
Ledge in experience) that he could, with the aMe volunteeiC 
support he would have in aid, in nautical ifadent from and by 
pupils of his, experienced in this South iKa voyaging, be able 
to effect much, with proper exploring vessels, on an explora- 
tion voyage to those southern seas, and should thereby add 
greatly to the support and advance of the commercial trade, 
whale, seal, beacn-la-mer, and other fisheries, to what will be 
obtained by the abovBfnentioned national expedition. There- 
fore, ydar memorii^st mo>8t respectfully and humbly proposes 
to Government, should Congress in its wisdom be pleasied to 
aid and ena]rie your memorialist in the lacking means to build 
the neces^ry vessels, and to fit out an exploring expedition 
to the S^th Seas, by the ^ant of a loan to him of the addi- 
tional required means on his bond, with the appropriate con- 
ditions, in the sum of one hun^lred and fifty thousand dollars, 
your memorialist being in said bond therein obligated to repay 
the same, with six per cent, per annum interest, at the close 
of the expedition, provided, and excepting such sum or sums, 
and whatever amount shall be shown in the accounts when 
rendered, has been fairly and bonafidely expended, in the judg- 
ment of the President, to the benefit, improvement, and ad- 
vancement of commercial trade, the fisheries, navigation, &c. 
or lost by the danger of the seas and elements, thus appearing 
to have been expended or lost in exploration, or in prepara- 
tions and proceedings in the view to accomplish the same. 
This aid granted, with the patronage of the Executive in fa- 
vor of the expedition similar to that given by Presidents 
Madison and Jackson, your memorialist will then hold him- 
self firmly in honor pledged, in all that is dear to a good citi- 
zen, to use his utmost endeavors to cause to be built, and to 
fit out, the most proper and best-adapted vessels to perform 
and to carry into effect, and accomplish, with all possible 
despatchi said exploring expedition, (the danger of the seas 
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and extraordinaries excepted,) and begs, respectfully, to add, 
in his decided belief) that its result, by research and discovery, 
will greatly benefit, support, and advance the commerce, &€• 
of the nation. 

This proposal and project may be thought presuming, yet, 
your memorialist cannot but feel sure and confident, by exr 
perience, that, under his humble direction, system of disci- 
pline and management, its result will not only be meritori- 
ous, but that it will be so fortunate as to enable himtopromptly 
to repay the principal and interest of the loan of $160,000 
into the United States Treasury, as also to satis&ctorily and 
amply reward those that serve in the expedition, by thus beings 
in his own means, aided by trade with the natives ; whica 
trading can be effected in their route without much loss of 
time. 

The expedition should consist of two fast sailing and ex- 
pert-workmg ships, built on the Eckford plan and model — 
that superior invented mode of construction which would 
be firstrate, safe, and comfortable sea-boats, and are the best 
for this peculiar service. The secret of this manner of build, 
your memorialist only, it is believed, possesses, with the 
trial in proof of its advantages, which will be found to be of 
importance highly preferable, in several pomts, during their 
performance in this exploring service, as also to have vastly 
the advantage in their safety, over the vessels of th^/^ckSbm 
plan of build, being of a ducklike buoyancy, are, merefore, 
dry seaboats, and thereby far better adapted to guard against 
that scourge of seamen, that painful, kill-spirit and destroying 
disease, the sea scurvy, particularly while navigating in tor-* 
rid or frozen and frosty regions, in icy island sea, as well as 
more safe in oceans strewed with coral reefs, and thereby 
tending to the confidence and preservation of all on boaia. 
Such two ships would likewise be able to receive on board 
full three years' sufficient supply of provisions for all com- 
petent and needed persons embarked in them, (save the occa- 
sional refreshments that would conveniently be obtained cm 
their route,) with, also, their Indian trade, their armament 
with every requi^d article necessary in the performance of 
their voyage, to keep their ships in good condition, and to 
keep their crevrs in health and in good heart, to enable titem 
well to perform their duty at all times during such arduoiif 
service while navigating in all seas and clvcoM^ 
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Your memorialist would respectfully, in all deFerence, here 
state that he has the honor to hold a commission,* of date 
17th of March, 1812, granted to him by President Madison, 
in the command of the Volunteer, the leading one of two 
ships composing an expedition on a like (as this contem- 
plated) exploring and discovery voyage, in the view to be- 
nefit commerce, the fisheries, natural science, &c. ; those 
ships were prepared and mainly ready for sea, and your me- 
morialist had bad his last consultation with President Madi- 
son, and left Washington for this city, (New York,) to pre- 
pare for sailing, when he was soon followed by the declara- 
tion of war by Congress against Great Britain, which caused 
a suspension, and, finally, abandonment of the expedition. 
The capital which will be required for, and to carry through 
into a final efiect, the present proposed expedition will be, as 
is contemplated by estimate, $260,000. If Congress should 
deem it expedient, and be pleased to aid their memorialist 
with the proposed loan of three-fifths, his means can supply 
the remaining two, which amount will be ample means to 
build and fit out those ships, and such as will give the great- 
est promise and surest warrant of success, in well perTorm- 
ing and accomplishing the expedition. This loan, with the 
similar patronage that was given by Presidents Madison and 
Jackson, is all your memorialist would respectfully require 
of GovCTument, in the aid and support to the successful ac- 
complishment of said expedition ; which, in his firm belief, 
would result to the honor of the American character, as well 
as greatly beneficial to the nation in its commerce, fisheries, 
navigation, &c. Therefore, in a respectful remark, if Con- 
gress, in the aid to the means of your memorialist, should be 
pleased to pass an Act granting, appropriating, and authoriz- 
ing the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, on the passage 
of said Act, (as time is full short to build the ships and fit 
out the expedition in time to sail this season,) to loan to your 
memorialist, on his personal bond, in the aid of said expedi- 
tion, to be performed in a view to the benefit and support of 
commerce, &c., the sum of $150,000, on his giving his bond, 
(conditioned as aforesaid,) to be repaid; with six per cent, in- 



* A correct copy of which accompanies the memorial. 
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toresty at the close of the expedition, excepting, in the jndg^ 
ment of the President, such sum or sums as shall appear to 
have been expended for the national benefit to its commerce, 
dec., us herein before mentioned, on the exhibit of the ac- 
counts of expenditure to the honorable Secretary of the 
Treasury for thd decisbn of the President ; which supi, so 
granted by Congress, and being paid to your memorialist, to 
enable him, with his means, to build ana fit out such neces- 
sary ships or vessels to well prosecute said South sea ex- 
ploring expedition, and to fiuthfuUy perform the same in the 
main view to the support, advance, and benefit of the na- 
tion's commerce, fisheries, &c. ; to which your memorialist 
will stand bound and pledged faithfully to cause to be per^ 
ibrmed ; and also to report from time to time the progress, 
discoveries, &c., of the enterprise to the honorable Secretary 
of the United States Treasury, for the benefit of the nation, 
its commerce, d&c. Then, on the receipt of such aid in 
funds, your memorialist will consider himself bound, in all 
honor, &c., to promptly set about its performance, and if it 
please God to spare his life and health, will and does engage 
and promise to use his utmost endeavors to carry the project 
through to a final, honorable, creditable, and, he trusts, bene- 
ficial and satisfactory result. 

The celebrated British navigator, Captain Ross,* who, if 
rightly informed, is of age a year or two above your memo- 
rialist, has sailed from England on an exploring voyage to 
the southern regions, in the command of two ships built ex* 
pressly for him, as p^er our information, which was promul- 

Sted in print, as to size and tonnage, but not constructed in 
9ir manner of build, by or in the Eckford plan, as they 
could not have possessed the information of this superior in- 
vented manner of construction in the build, so advantageous 
for this peculiar service. Your memorialist would further 
respectfully remark, that should it please the Supreme Being 
to call him hence at an early day in the progress of the ex- 
pedition, it could not, nevertheless, then fail of praiseworthy 
and beneficial success, by the able management of the expe- 



* Corrected, When this memorial was peoned it was thought to 
be the eider Captain Ross, bat since, it is known to be the younogK 
^ - Ross WAO is in the command of this Bnn^^&VL«n:^l^<i^^ssc^ 
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fienced nantieal talented YoIunteerSy pupils of his^ he tiiea 
would hiive attached to him, several of which are now in 
command, and as officers on board the first class of the line 
of packet and whale ships employed in the merchants' ma^ 
rtne, who would be well able to conduct the expedition 
ihrouffh, as they would have the proper vessels, and wonld 
also, by then, possess your memorialist's intentions of pro^ 
oeedings, his views in the route, dec. And the officer to 
whom should fall the command, would likewise be bound to 
report progress, d&c., from time to time, as well as to render 
a true and full account of all expehditures, discoveries, &c., 
to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury at the close of 
the enterprise. And your memorialist being thus provided 
with those superior vessels, built on the Bckford plan, with 
H mass of experienced knowledge relative to the subject, all 
which must ffive the surest promise of a satisfactory, credita* 
ble, beneficial, and honorable success; to obtain which, your 
tnemorialist not only feels willing, but anxious to put in re- 
quisition his means and personal services ; all thus tendered 
in the risk, in patriotic feelings, with the view, and to en- 
deavor to accomplish and bring to the aid and benefit of our 
beloved country all this national and valuable advantage by 
such an expedition before he is called from this life. 

A former commercial trade, which has become all but ob- 
solete, by the old places where those products were formerly 
procured, having become exhausted, your memorialist feels 
certain, would, by this expedition, be revived again, viz. : the 
former valuable trade from the South seas of furs, sandal- 
wood, beach-la-mer, pearls, turtle-shell, &c., to China; in the 
discovery by this explomtion and research by this expedi- 
tion, of new sources or places where those products could 
again be procured in such abundance as to lucratively sup- 
port the employment of a number of vessels annually in it ; 
which amount of such trade would prevent so much specie 
being exported from the United States to China ; which trade 
your memorialst was the humble instrument, as pioneer, in 
opening the way to it, by exploration and discovery, in and 
by an adventure of trial, by collecting and taking a first 
carffo from the South seas to China, and feels confident if, 
at this time, proper research by exploration and examination 
is made, that new sources and places for the procuring again 
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those products, in abundaooe, would be discoTered, and then 
pluinly marked) to the support of commerce, as abore. 

In the close, your memorialist asks^ most respectfully, to 
remark that, in this said memorial, he does not consider as 

Ctitioning for any personal favor, but all for the good and 
nefit of the nation, for which his means and services will 
be at stake, should Congress deem it expedient to grant and 
confide to him the solicited aid in funds, for the purpose here* 
inbefore mentioned. Thus earnestly volunteering, and rs^ 
spectfuUy tendering to Government and his country, these 
accumulated advantages, &c., should Congress be pleased by 
the grant to enable him to fit out, to carry fully, and, as is 
believed, creditably into effect, in prosecuting to a termina- 
tion such a very laudable enterprise to the fitvor and benefit 
of our rising nation, its commerce, &c., as also io the credit 
and honor of the American character. All which is most 
respectfully submitted. 

EDMUND FANNING. 
New York, January^ 1840. 



Facta^ ^c, iUusirative to the propo9ed South S&m 

esphration. 

I would respectfully remark, in illustration of my memo- 
rial, that, should Congress be pleased to grant the aid re- 
quired, if we are unfortunately wrecked, and lose our ships, 
and thereby have the misfortune to suffer a totd loss, then 
Government would lose their money, and I mine. On con- 
tra : Suppose that, during our explorations in the icy r^onsi 
the crews of the two exploring ships should take and bring 
home (leaving aside all lucrative trade with the natives for 
sandal- wood, furs, beach-la-mer, turtle-shell, d!^.,d&c.)20,00Q 
of those fine, rich fur seal skins, which may very reasonably 
be expected; which such lot alone, at the present priee^ 
would enable me to pay off the principal and interest of the 
loan of $150,000 into the United States Treasury, and thus 
cancel my bond. And if the ships then should in their sale 
bring a sum (which is very probable they will, as being well 
adapted for whalers) sufficient to pay off the officers^ 
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lifidf, seamen, &c., myself would then, also, in such result, 
be kept harmless as to any loss, and the nation would have 
the benefit of our discoveries, &c., in the aid to commerce, 
whale, seal, and other fisheries, navigation, science, dec, as 
alL which would be punctually reported to the honorable 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

, Again : I have in those icy regions, within the term of 
three months, with only my ship's crew, taken and received 
on boMrd my ship, well cured in salt, 57,000 of those rich 
fur seal skins, (equal in fineness of fiir to those of the South 
Shetlands,) and which would, at the present time, readily 
bring in our market $16 per skin. Further : I have, in a 
lower latitude, and in a milder climate, with only my shi|)'s 
crew, taken in the term of five weeks 25,000 of those valu- 
able fur seals ; and cannot but feel confident but that such 
99 eicploring expedition as proposed would discover new and 
multitudinous resorts of those amphibious animals, as well 
as new whale-ground resorts of those valuable monsters^ of 
the deep, (the whales,) as likewise new places for extensive 
fishery collections of the beach-la-mer, &c. 

Further again : In traffic with the natives for sandal-wood, 
furs, beach-lamer, turtle shell, &c., &c., &c., we have ob- 
tained at new plaees for the procuring of those products. I 
herein will mention an instance, as an average in evidence 
to this very lucrative commercial trade, viz. : have obtained 
sandal-wood ki barter with the natives at a rate of not more 
than 1 cent the pound, which I have then sold the same in 
China at 34 cents per pound. This article is now in that 
market, I believe, at 9, and 16 cents per pound, according to 
its chop, (quality,) and tliere is no doubt but that those pro- 
ducts may be obtained at new-discovered places at the former 
rates. And all these products (if at or on uninhabited lands, 
its shores, reefs, and banks) there to be had, caa be procured 
by the ship's crew, and in a reasonable time, viz. : have had, 
with only the labor of the ship's crew, a cargo of beach-la- 
iner, mother-of-pearl, turtle-shell, sharks' tails and fins, &c., 
4e^c., procured, well cured on board ship, within the term of 
90 days, at and from the shores, reefs, and banks of unin- 
habited lands ; (at the uninhabited places in those seas, along 
tibie coast and shores, the shark will be met with in large 
i^als;) and such a cargo will be found adequate on its ex- 
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change or sale in Canton, to load the vessel home with China 
goods, teas, silks, nankeens, &c., as also to pay her disburse- 
ments of port chaises there. 

Again : It is believed by such an exploration and research 
as contemplated, new places would be discovered, where 
those products may again be obtained, as in times heretofore, 
or in the greater abundance 16 the revival, support, and ad- 
vancement of this all but obsolete fishery and lucrative 
trade. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

E. FANNING. 

New York, January, 1840. 



Origin of the Eckford invented plan of ship-building for 

navigating in an icy sea. 

Narrative of the origin of the Eckford plan of ship-build- 
ing, predicated on the first casual necessity invention ; im- 
proved on by Henry Eckford, and thereby will be found on 
trial far more safe and preferable over the ordinary con- 
structed vessels in navigating in an icy sea. 

The narrator being on a fur collective voyage in the 
southern icy regions, had the misfortune to lose the schooner 
Tender attached to his ship, by her being wrecked in a gale. 
By this unfortunate occurrence, it became absolutely neces- 
sary that her place should be filled by another tender ; by 
then the winter should break up, or a losing and destructive 
voyage would be the result. It is said that necessity is the 
mother of invention, and it proved truly so in this case ; and 
certain it is, that man cannot tell what he can perform until 
he is put to the test, as the following narrative will show, 
viz.: 

The abovementioned unavoidable necessity made it impe- 
rative on us to promptly set about and endeavor to cause a 
small vessel to be built by the mechanic labor his ship's crew 
could give, and out of such materials as could be scraped 
from on board of her, calculatinfi^ on using the ship's pme 
balkheads for planking her decks, and for other parts the 
spans spars, ice. ; tbesej with the small supply of firaj^sooesa^ 
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from the pieces of the wreck of the lost tender, &€., were 
QUI supply. Thus forced unavoidably to this resort, a keel 
was hewed out of a spare maintopmast of the ship, and 
placed on the blocks on an ice-bei^ ; her stem and sternpost 
wejce then made from two halves of the ship's wood-anchor 
stock. Still being in want of crooked, as well as other tim- 
ber, but having several tons of bar iron on board my ship, 
oar- little vessel's deck was therefore not framed in the usual 
way, by cross-sawing into the beams to let in fore and aft 

i>ieces, but with iron clamps and braces — having an excel- 
ent workman, a complete master of his business, in our ar- 
morer, thereby all her braces, hooks, and knees, were made 
of iron. Also, having the good fortune to have in my ship 
a flooring of three-inch oak planks, fore and aft over the 
ship's ballast, which was taken up and split in two with the 
band-saw, ed^wise, making two planks of one and a half 
inch thickness out of each plank. Thus contriving (neces- 
sity, as above, being the mother of and aiding invention) and 
working, we planked and built a little vessel on the ice, and 
notwithstanding the almost constant falling of the heavy 
winter snows on us, which wais the case for at least two- 
thirds of the time. Yet, in less than 60 winter days we 
launched from the berg a firm and strong-built little vessel 
of upward of 30 tons, which, on trial in navigating among 
the ice-flows, islands, &c., proved, on receiving its thumps, 
uips, jams, &c., far superior, by her new-invented manner of 
build-over, to what could have been sustained by the vessels 
of the usual build. In fact, we thus had a substantial, fair- 
modelled, and fast-sailing little vessel, built out of the most 
singular scraped-up materials ever used, which, on trial, per- 
formed to admiration as a firstrate, quick-sailing, dry sea- 
boat, and never was caused to spring a leak by any pressure 
of the ice.* Her launching ways being as new an invention 
as her manner of construction in her build, viz. : A groove- 
way was smoothly cut out of the ice-berg from her keel 
blocks down to the water edge, to fit the sides of her bottom 

* She carried on deck a cedar-built whale-boat, safe from harm, 
throQ^h all the heavy gales during her cruises, some of which gales 
forced her to la^ too under her storm sails for several houn at a time, 
io heary hreaking seas. 
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with a smaller one to suit the keel, when her nmr shore was 
knocked away, and she then slid beantifuliy down into her 
element, like a boy down hill on his sled. When she was 
taken alongside the ship, her mast that was made from the 
ship's spare mainyard was stepped; rigging set up. She 
was then hove down by the ship, keel out, and sheathed with 
smooth-plained cedar boat boards, and those painted over 
with a good coat of ^reen verdigris paint, when she was bal- 
lasted, and put on tnal under sails, and performed beyond 
our most sanguine expectations, as above. Is not this a 
striking instance in the American character of Yankee in- 
vention and perseverance in enterprise ? 

On detailing and submitting this, our casual new-invented 
manner of build, to Mr. Henry Eckford, his great mechanical 
talent improved and added to, or on, this casual, forced, 
minute invention, so as, in the construction of a ship, to 
clamp (as we call it) her deck frames, and chain-brace, her 
body-frame, by which this manner of build would enable her 
to bear at least twenty times the greater pressure against out- 
side, inward, than could a ship of the ordinary manner of om- 
struction ; and then not cause her to spring a leak, and also not 
subject or likely to bilge if cast by the ice on shore, and at 
the same time as well and effectually secured from straining 
apart in her waterway seams, &c, ; thereby, of course, far more 
safe in navigating among ice, or in a sea strewn with coral 
reefs, than any ship of the usual build can be. Therefore, a 
ship or vessel built thus, in what we call the Eckford manner 
and plan of build; she by this construction being likewise 
not overburdened with extra timber or heavy materials; she 
is therefore as ducklike, buoyant, as any vessel can be, and, 
of course, as dry and good a sea-boat, and if rightly modelled, 
a fast-sailing, expert-working, and comfortable ship. 

In illustration ; it is well understood that in the usual man- 
ner of ship-building, the main point in view is to have her 
well hooked and kneed, so that she will not complain in a 
rough sea and heavy gale, and strain apart, and thereby open 
her waterway seams, &c., and thus spring aleak and damage 
her cargo, &c. Now, for a ship which is intended to navigate 
in an icy sea, it is of a much greater point of importance that 
she be secured and supported against being crushed inward 
by the outer pressure by the nips, jams, &c. of the ice. The 
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Eekford nuiDner of buildiDg secuiet this, and likewifse the 
point of spreading apart. 

Again : a ship of the usual construction, when the ice 
presses weightily on her sides, it will cause her beams to 
spring at the saw cuts, where the fore and aft pieces are let 
in by the framing of her decks; the beams thus giving away, 
and the great weight pressing on her outer upper sides in- 
ward, which causes her seams from wales to keel, to open, 
lets, or spews out the oakum, breaks in her frames, and causes 
her to spring badly aleak, and perhaps fatally; or, on being 
by the ice forced on shore, she by a moderate pressure bilges, 
and is wrecked, leaving her crew in this appalling situation, 

Grhaps to perish. Now, the Eekford plan and manner of 
lild having no saw cuts for fore and aft pieces, but being, 
^aswe term it) clamp-framed in her decks, and chain-brac^ 
m her frame, by which she is prevented from being crushed 
inward by an outward pressure so as to cause her springing 
aleak, or, if forced on shore, she being not likely to bilge or 
spring aleak, therefore, may be safely got afloat again, and 
ao^ if run on a coral reef, not bilging. She may, in many in- 
stances, be got readily afloat again ; when a ship constructed 
in the usual manner of build would bilge, be wrecked and 
lost. 

It will readily be conceived, that any vessel being over- 
burdened in her build with timber or other weighty materials, 
it would greatly tend to kill her ducklike buoyancy of life as 
a good and dry sea-boat in a gale; thus making her raft like 
wet, and thereby very prejudicial as to the health of her 
crew, and in a rough and icy sea very uncomfortable, as well 
as against the health of those on board ; and the persons thus 
situated would, by being constantly wet, soon be attacked by 
that dampy and fatal disease, the sea scurvy; when there 
would be no other alternative but an immediate retreat, if 
possible, to port, to save the lives of those that should be fa- 
vored to survive until the ship arrived at it. This is the 
grand bar to successful navigation in those rough and icy 
seas and regions, which, by the invented plan of the Eekford 
build, would be mainly avoided, as such built vessels would 
be dry, and far more safely and comfortably guarded from 
this kill-spirit disease, and also from being crushed by ice, <fcc. 
The writer of these lines has experienced the weather 90 
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severe in a hard gale in those frozen regions, that his officers 
and seamen, although then in good hedth'and heart, could 
not keep the deck on duty but thirty minutes at a time, with- 
out being injured by the frost; if not then relieved from their 
arduous duty, in relieving our ship from foundering and 
going down by the constant and fast accumulating ice, her 
company being divided into three watches, relieving each 
other every half hour, and thus saving our ship and all on 
board from perishing. Now, what would have been, at such a 
time, the appalling result in a heavy raft like unbuoyant wet 
vessel, more especially should a considerable portion of her 
crew then at this time have been confined to their hammocks, 
helpless with the scurvy; and which disease, as above, is the 
main difficulty to be guarded against and avoided, to ensure a 
successful result in this navigation, while exploring in such 
a frozen clime. 

The extra expense (except calking her frame and double 
planking her bottom) in building a ship of 350 tons, (the right 
tonnage,) on the Eckford plan of build, over that of the ordi- 
nary manner of construction in build, would be only that of 
about 200 fathoms of inch wire cable chain. 

These historical facts, &c., are respectfully submitted. 

E. FANNING. 

January, 1840. 

N. B. The abovementioned small vessel was built on the 
ice-berg in the southern winter of 1800, just 40 years a^. 



Ill 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : 

Whereas, the American vessel, the Yolunteer, whereof 
Edmund Fanning is master, is now fully equipped for, and 
ready to proceed to sea, at private expense, from the port of 
New York, on a voyage of discovery, and in pursuit of phy- 
sical science, particularly in natural history : 

And as it is not the design of those concerned in it, to en- 
ter into any trade or commerce with any civilized nations, 
further than may be necessary to procure refreshments or re- 
pairs ; or with any uncivilized nations, further than may be 
necessary to accomplish the great objects of the voyage, and 
obtain for the crew a fair remuneration for their labors: 
These are, therefore, to command all armed and public ves- 
sels of the United States, and all persons holding commis- 
sions, or having authority under them, to suffer the said ves- 
sel to prosecute her said voyage without hindrance, and in 
case of need, to afford to the persons embarked therein, and 
to the said vessel, all necessary aid and succor, towards the 
prosecution of the said voyage, and in consideration also ot 
the importance of useful science, and of the respect due to 
those engaged in the promotion of it, the vessel aforesaid, 
and the persons on board, are, in a special manner, recom- 
mended to the favorable attention of others, the officers, citi- 
zens, and subjects of all friendly nations and powers what- 
ever. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United 
States to be hereunto affixed, and signed the same 
with my hand, at the city of Washington, the I7th 

[l. s.] day of March, A. D. 1812, and in the thirty-sixth 
year of the Independence of the United States of 
America. 

JAMES MADISON. 

By the President : 

JAMES MONROE, 

Secretary of State, 



1« Doc, No. 67. 



I, Enos T. Throop Martin, a Notary Public in and for the 
City and County of New York, duly authorized, commis- 
sioned, and sworn, have examined and compared the within 
copy with the original thereof, and do hereby certify the same 
to bie a true and correct copy of the original commission, as 
signed by President Madison, and James Monroe, Secretary 
of State. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Notary, have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed my notarial seal, at the city and 
[l. s.] county aforesaid, this sixth day of January, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

E. T. THROOP MARTIN, 

Notary Public, 
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[from the new YORK GAZETTE.] 

American Enterprise. — As an evidence of the early en- 
terprising spirit of the American character, we give place to 
the following communicated statement showing^ the result of 
a voyage of the small American ship Betsey, Captain Pan- 
ning, out of this port, only of 93 tons, in 1797 and '98, to 
the South seas, doubling Cape Horn, and through the Pacific 
ocean to China, and thence proceeding by the way of the 
Cape of Good Hope around the world, home ; being absent 
on the performance of the voyage about 23 months. 

Amount of the first cost of the vessel and 
outfits, including Indian trade for bar- 
ter with the natives $ 6,346 

Two years' interest at 6 per cent, on 

$6,345 $)761 

^ Premium of Insurance on the voyage on 

$6,345 761 

1,522 

Cost of vessel, outfit, &c., with premium 
and interest on capital the voyage • • • $7,867 

Amount of nett proceeds of vessel and 

car^o procured in the South seas, and 

which was exchanged in Canton for 

China goods, that J^rought by their 

sale in New York, on the returti of her 

voyao^e. the nett sum of $120,467 

Out of which, deduct amount of duties 

on cargo brought home $19,210 

Captain's amount (as supercargo.) of 

shares, commissions, &c 15,112 

Amount of officers' and crew's pay, they 

being on shares 25,160 

Amount of owners' capital invested in 

vessel, outfits, &c 7,867 

67,349 

Amount of clear profits to her owners . • $63,118 
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The above, in round numbers, excluding the fractions of 
cents, shows the result of this experimental and enterprising 
voyage at this early day of American voyaging, and in a 
ship of such small tonnage, around the world, manned en- 
tirely by young Americans. Is not this a striking evidence, 
in the fact of daring adventure, perseverance, &c., in favor 
and credit to the American character for commendable en- 
terprise ? The Betsey was armed with ten carriage-guns, 
small arms, &c., and sailed from the United States on her 
voyage with a crew consisting of thirty, including the cap- 
tain, officers, artificers, seamen, and boys, all young Ameri- 
cans, of the true yankee spirit of research and discovery, 
there being not any person on board over 28 years of age, , 
returing from ofi" her voyage without the loss of a sing-le in- 
dividual; all arriving home to their country and friends, 
having made important discoveries, and oj)ened the way to 
a new source of trade to their fellow-citizens. 



New York, January 13, 1840. 

Dear Sir : Enclosed I have the honor to forward a me- 
morial to Congress, which I desire you will have the good- 
ness to present to the honorable the House of Representa- 
tives, and to cause the same, with its accompanying copy of 
commission and other papers, to be referred to the honorable 
Committee on Commerce. As this is a rare application, for 
the general good of the nation, perfiaps the House would 
consent to a suspension of rules to enable an immediate pre- 
sentation to a favorable efiect. The only acquaintance I 
have with the honorable Chairman of this Committee, is a 
hasty introduction by my son-in-law, James W. Bleecker, at 
a watering stop of the Saratoga cars last summer. No doubt 
Mr. Curtis will recollect it. 

As you are well acquainted with tny experienced know- 
ledge, ability, &c., relative to the carrying ably into effect the 
proposed project in memorial, you can give to the honorable 
Committee every information required to a favorable report ; 
and your particular attention to the subject of so laudable 
an ent^xj^iisQi will entitle you to a large share in the honor 
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and credit due the expedition, which, if it goes out, I feel 
confident will be brilliantly successful, and end very cre- 
ditably to the nautical American character. We should cer- 
tainly discover new whaling grounds, and new resorts of 
those valuable fur seals, and as sulrely revive again that very 
lucrative sandal-wood, beach-la-mer, &c., trade from the 
South seas to China or Manilla. 

I would respectfully remark; it seems to me that politics 
can have nothing to do with such a patriotic project for the 
general good of the nation, but that it should sail entirely 
on the vessel of patriotism. 

With much respect, I am, dear sir, yours, (kc, 

EDMUND FANNING. 

Hon. Thomas W. Williams, M. C, 

Washington City. 

P. S. In the route* the national exploring squadron has 
taken, it does not appear to promise the best, in the disco- 
very of new supports of commercial trade, or new grounds 
to the support of the whale and seal fisheries. 

I send a gazette having a statement of my first exploring 
voyage to the South seas and China. 

E.F. 



* By steering along the coasts of Chili and Peru. 



APPENDIX. 

Note, — The following is appended to this exploring sub- 
ject by the memorialist, viz. : 

Copy of a letter to the Honorable Felix Grundy, enclo- 
sing the memorial to the Honorable the United States Senate, 
which was by him promptly presented to that Honorable 
Body, and was referred to its Committee on Commerce. 

New York, January 13, 1840. 
Dear Sir, 

Herewith I have the honor to enclose a memorial to Con- 
gress, to which I respectfully beg of your kindness to present 
to the Honorable the United States Senate, and to cause the 
same with the copy of commission and other papers, to be 
referred to the Honorable Committee on Commerce. 

Judge Grundy (as mentioned in the memorial) will no 
doubt recollect the time of my final consultation with Presi- 
dent Madison, in being then accompanied with our gone 
friend. Doctor Samuel L. Mitchel, then a United States Se- 
nator, at which time I think Senator Grundy was then a 
member in the House. 

I send the like memorial to the Honorable Thomas W. 
Williams, to be presented to the House of Representatives ; 
although of opposite politics, he is well acquainted with my 
extensive knowledge and experience relative to this South 
Sea exploring subject, and thereby can give all required in- 
formation to the Honorable Committees. And politics, it 
seems to me, should have nothing to do in such a laudable 
project, for the general good of the nation. 
With sentiments of esteem, 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
EDMUND FANNING. 
Hon. Felix Grundy, 
United States Senator, 
Washington City. 
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Remark. — Being unadvised at this time, as to what would 
be the result of the National Exploring Ezpklition, then out 
to the South Seas, the Honorable Committee of the United 
States l^enate, by their Chairman, Senator King, presented 
early an adverse report to said memorial. 

However^ subsequently to this report of the Honorable 
Conmiittee of the United States Senate, the memorialist re- 
ceived a letter on this exploring subject from His Excel- 
lency the Vice President, from which the following is an 
extract : 

Senate Chamber, Feb. 12, 1840. 
My Dear Sir, 

I do not think the Senate in a situation at present, to en- 
courage such an exploring undertaking, although many* Se- 
nators believe in its beneficial result to the nation. 

Sincerely yours, 

RICHARD M. JOHJSSON. 

This extractyV(^ith other similar favorable evidence the 
memorialist has received, showing that in a reconsideration 
of the subject, would bring to the minds of patriotic Sena- 
tors, the wise and beneficial national bearing in prospect of 
the project, and thereby induces the memorialist to believe 
that, had a bill been passed and came from the House autho- 
rizing and granting the application, the same would then 
have readily passed in the Senate; — which desired result it 
is confidently expected will take place, and the aid petitioned 
for be granted during the next session of Congress. 

It may most respectfully be remarked, that the precedent 
in a citizen or subject furnishing the means, and being jointly 
interested with Government in a voyage of discovery and 
exploration, is established in the case of the greatest aisco- 
verer that the world has ever produced, in being granted the 
favor by his royal patronizers, to take and have one-eighth 
interest in the adventure. — See Irving's Life of Coluuibus, 
vol. I, pages 74 and, 78. 

In all respectful deference it is presumed, that there is two 
important objects intended to be effected by this proposed 
South Sea exploring project, mentioned in ,the memorial, 
which our navy never would, or could consistently bring 



